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A D V ERTISEMENT. 



X H E Editor, prefamcd to think, that, he could not da 
a more acceptable fcrvicc to the public, at a time when the 
acknowledged independence of Ireland prompted the in- 
<)uiries of many gentlemen with regard to its previous hif- 
tory and former conftitution, than by pubiifliing the Hif- 
torical TraSs of Sir John Davics, with a new life of (he 
celebrated Author, from whom every reader of his writ- 
jngs derives fo much pJeafurc and inItruSion. 

The firft Tra^ is Tht Difcovery of the true Caufti why 

Ireland vjai never Juhdued, which is reprinted from the 

firft edition, and freed from the errors of the fubfequent 

ones— The fccond is The EpifiU h the Earl of Salijhury, as 

to the State cf Ireland in 1607; which, Anthony Wood 

informs us, was formerly in the library of Sir James 

Warej but which is now printed from a copy among the 

Harkyan MSS. in the Mufeum. — The third TraQ is A 

^ Letter to the Earl of Salijbury in 1610, giving an account 

■J of the plantation in Ulfter; vhich is printed from the 

*»> original, among the Harlcyan MSS. in the Mufcum. 

• And the lail is the learned Speech, which Sir John made 

— to the Lord Deputy, when he was approv;d of as Speaker 

1^ Al ' of 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

etthc Irilh Parliament, in 1613. This, Anthony Wood 
alTciis, was formerly in the library of the'Earl of Claren- 
don. It is now printed from a copy in the Mufetim, com- ■ 
pared with that publlfhed by Dr. Leland. And the Editor 
humbly hopes, that thefc Tra£]t fumifh fucK a body df 
information with regard to Ireland, as will, in the prefei^ 
moment, be both ufeful and agreeable. 

Ltndan, yune i, \lZ6. 
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Sir J O H N D A V I E S. 



DIR JOHN DAVIES was one of that llluft-rioua 
body of lawyers, who, at the commencement of 
the laft century, adorned EngJaod by their leara- 
ing, and by iheir writings advanced its jurifpru- 
dence. 

He was the third fon of John Davies, of Tiibu- 
ry in Wiltlhire, who, having, been of N«w Inn, 
returned to his native place from the praiftice of 
the law *, with fuch a fortune as enabled him to 

give 

•Anlhony Wopd, and Lis followers, fpeak of Sir John Da- 
Ties as the {oh of a unner at Chifgrove, in t be parilh of T'l&ury 
But the booki whidi record the atlRUlIi«aof the Iba into the' 

Middl* 



(if) • , 

give his cliildren very liberal erfucitiotM.. yorrng 
^Davies, when he was not yet fifteen, was fent to 
Oxford, in Michaelmas term, 1585, where he be- 
came a commoner of Qoeen's College, which has 
reared fo many men, eminent for literature. Hav- 
ing an acute mind, an attentive tutor, and what 
is feldom the companion of genius, great applica- 
lion, he foon acquired a confiderable fhare of aca- 
demic knowledge. His writings, which abound 
in. cldfiic alluflonSi ar* fufficicnt. proofs of his fcho- 
laftic acquirements. He obtained the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, in July 1590, as appears from 
the Fajii. 

Davres removed, meatr wliile, from Queen's to 
the Middle Temple, in February 1587-6*. In this 
learned fociety he found an extenfive field, on 
which to difplay his talents. As he abridged, at a 
fubfequent period, the elaborate Reports of Sir 
Edward 

Middle Temple Soci'ery, fay txprefsly, that ihe father was hie 
»/ iVmu /■«, gevtUman. The mother was Mary, the daughter of 
Mr. Beonet, of Pitt-houfe, in the fame count y. The Davys's, 
as the name was then fpelt, were originally of Wales. The 
founder-of the Wiltthire family came into England with Sir Wil- 
liam Her-beir, who was created Earl of Pembroke by Edw&rd- 
Vr. and fettled in h's neighbourhood. , ^ 

, • As appearfffrom the Society's boots, which have been dili^ 
gently in fpeCled for notices with regard to Sir John Davies. 
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fedward Coke, we might infer, that he Was a ti' 
verc reader, if his own Works did not evince how 
(iiuch he exerted a laudable indtiftry in every lltu- 
ation. But he was high-fpirited, perhaps quarrel- 
fome; and he interrupted his own Ilddies, and 
the quiet 6f the Inn, by mifdemeanors, for which 
he was firmed, and by difdrders, for which he was 
removed from commons. In proportion as the 
difcipline of thofe times was rigid, were the man- 
ners of the Undents licentious •. With the relax- 
ation of difcipline, dlfotders gradually difappeared. 
To young nien of fupei'ior acquiremedt^s, much 
was forgiven, by difceming benchers j and Davics, 
after all his frolics, was, alone, called to the de- 
gree of utter barrifter, in July 1595. 

In an age when promotion was gradual and flow, 
Davies, probably, did not advance fall in his pro- 
feffion, againft fuch powerful competitors as Coke^ 
Bacon, and other eminent lawyers. He was, in- 
deed, thrown feveral years behind by his own in- 
difcreiion. " Upon fome little provocation," as 
Anthony Wood relates, " he baftinadoed Richard 
" Martin, while they wete at dinner in the'Tem- 
" ple-hall." This was, doubdefs, a grievous of- 
fence 

* The boaki of" the Society are, at th« period, fuU of fin<« 
and other puniQimcnts of the fludenb, foi bieacho of the Culei 
of the houfe. 
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fence againft the fevere manners of iliole times, 
and indeed againft the pgnd^iiious c^yility of an/ 
times: and in February 1597-9, Davie? jvas expel- 
led, by the unanimous fuffrages of a fqciety, whofe 
privileges he bad forfeited, by an offence, danger- 
ous to its meraljers, and deflri^dlve of its credit. 
Of this outrage we are left by Wood to guefs thp 
provocation. Pavies and Martin \fere both poets, 
and both wiis, a race more for^afd to offend than 
patient to fuffer: and the facetioufnefs of Martin, 
which fet the Temple table in "a roar, and is faid to 
have charmed King J^mes, probably incited the 
indignation rather than the mirth of Davies. The 
bafiinado did not, howeyer, pfeveni I^lartin, \('ho 
had beenhimfelf guihy of youthful pranjcs ^, from 
rifing to great eminence ; from b?ing the reader 
of his fociety, recorder of London, and member 
of parliament ; from enjoying the cfteem of Sel- 
den, Ben Johnfon, and other men of learning and 
genitts, who lamented his premature death, in 
.1618, • ' 

Davies now returned to Oxford, in the condiljott 

ofafojourtter, accwding to Wood, but v^iih a mipd 

improved 

• There is the following entry in the Middle Temple boot: 
8tb of February 1591. It is alfo ordered, that Mr. Fleetwood 
and Mr, Martin be expulfed for their abufes and mirdemcaoon bj 
tbeiD olfered to the mallei and benchera of this houfe. 
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improved by adverfity. He, iodeed, fays him- 
felf, 

This imlireft lately pluck'd me by the car. 
And many a golden leflbn hath roe taught ■ 

Hath made my/re^j quick and rea^aa eUiUf 
Rtform'd my tfill, and reflify'd ray tbe:ight. 

Under this ffielter, and .with thefe golden JeJfotiSt 
our author compofed his poem on the Immortality ef 
; ike Soul, which he publilhed in 1 599, and entitled, 
NoscE Teipsdm. If in this (hort period he com- 
pofed this work, which Wood calls divifu, he muft 
have pofleflcd very vigorous faculties. For we 
every where meet with fyftematic arrangemeot, 
metaphyfical exadnefs, reach of thought, and ele- 
gance of didion. But his predominant quality is 
coploiifnefs of iUuftration. Speaking of the ten- 
dency of affiiSlion to make the mind (hrink within 
herfelf, he thus illuftrates a truth, which moflmea 
have unhappily felt : 

" A' Cpiders, touch'd, feek their web's inrood part ; 
As bees, id llonns, back to their hives return ; 

As blood, in danger, gathers to the heart ; 
As oten feek Cowi», when foes the country buro. 

In a ftrain of wit and gallantry, which may 
have furnithed patterns to Cowley and Waller, 
our author dedicated his elaborate produflion to 
Queen Elizabeth : 
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Td tW cleatnujclty« which, in the nortb^ 
both, like another fun, in glory rife. 

Which Ibndeth fii'd, yet fpieadi her heav'nly worth i 
Loadftone to hearts, and loadftai to all eyes. 

Elizabeth was fufficieqtly eager of praife, which 
ibe i-eCeivcd as due to her charms, even in the de- 
cline ef life, as mu'ch as to her wifdom, when her 
governtnent was moft fefpetfted j but (he too fel- 
dom extended her patronage to the greaieft genius* 
This poem, however, procured him the notice of 
the great, and perhaps laid the foundation of his 
future fortune. When it was republilhed, in 
1622, it was much extolled, fays Wood, by fcbo- 
larS of all forts. Kahun Tate gave a third edition 
of NoscE Teipsum, in 1699, to which he ap- 
pended a preface, which is faid to be- much be- 
yond the powers of the editor, however much it 
celebrates the author, as a good poet and exa£l phi- 
lo/opher. The late well known biographer of Gar- 
rick publiftied this, with other poetical works ttf 
Sir John Davies, in 1773, when a frdh laQrel was 
placed by^he critics on the poet's head. 

This firft eflay to gain the favour of Elizabeth 

was, however, attended with fuch fuccefs as to 

, incite our author's perfeverance. He praife^J the 

queen through fix and twenty acrojiks, which, 

with unexampled addrefs, he begins every one 

with 

, . n™-A^ii.yG(.Hl'^le 
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■with Efizahelba Regina. The gaietyi the neattreft 
of phrafe, the faticy, of thefe encomiaftic fonnets 
would do bonour to any poet. And he would de* ' 
ferve yet greater praife, if we could believe that 
he was induced by •wonder, rather than led by 
merctnarinefs ; aa he affens "in the concliKling fon- 
net, which he addrefled to Envy : 

Relpeft my pen as free and franl^ 
Expefiljng not reward nor tbanki 
Great wonder only movei it ) 
I never made it mercenary, 
NorQiould mj mufe this burden carry. 
As hired, but, that fhe lovM it. 

Davies was now confidered as a profeffcd wit, 
and ai length enjoyed the notice, which greatnefs 
often yields to genius. When the queen was to 
be entertained by Mr. Secretary Cecil, our poet 
was fummoned to furnith his fliare of gratulations. 
And he has left us * <3 conference between a gentleman 
ujber and a poft, before the queen, at Mr. Secfetary^s 
• houfe. This dramatic effort of our author's muie 
does him no great credit as a poet, however much 
it may have delighted theliearers, who came pre- 
pared to be pleafed. On the other hand, few of 
our greateft dramatic writers could have produced 
the nofce teipfum, or the acroflics. Yet, the cha- 
raflcrs 

• Harl. M S. Briiifli Mufeum, No. a86. 
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rapiers afe well pntCaved : like a <nfln of huiinef&i 
the .poft is Qoly anxious to fee the Seoretary, that 
he may deliver his difpatches, according to his 
orders. The genileman iiihcr fpeaks in the com- 
plimentary Ayle of a per&n, who liad been a 
quarter •mailer for fifteeu years at towt. Of the 
queen he fays, that &^ otakes the fame ufe of her 
minifters', as the mind makes of the fenfes ; many 
■ things (he fees and hears through them ; but the 
judgment is her own; that flie fpeaks and under- 
ftands all the languages in the world, which are 
worthy to be fpokea and uuderftood ; that for wif- 
dom, fhe is as inwardCy fuitaWe as flie is externally 
admirable ; and, that befides all her oiher perfec- 
tions, the earth hath not fuch a princefs for affabi- 
lity. Emboldenc-d by thefe reprefentations, the 
port in the end delivered to the queen herfelf, his 
letters from the emperor of China. Elizabeth 
fometimes, we know, rubbed up ber rujiy latin, to 
fpeak to foreign embafladors. But, whether Ihe 
underflopd the Chinefe, the gendeman ufher has 
not told us. There is a faJhion in flattery, as in 
every thing elfe : it was then the vogue to be 
pointed and dire<fi. And fuch were the encomiallic 
flrains by which our author, while he was yet 
young, contended for the queen's favour, and her 
minifter's patronage. 

Davies 

r ,-,,iiiyG00J^lc 
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Davies was ere fong cailed to play his own panf 
in a drama of greater dignity. He was chofeti 
(though by what influence, it is now irnpoffible to 
tell) into the lait parliament of Elizabeth, whic!i 
met on the 27th of Oftober, 1601. He appears*' 
to have been extremely aftivc in moving ufcfuF 
bills, and to have been a ftrenuous flipportcr of 
the privileges of the houfe, while it was not yet 
quite fafe. He fpoke manfully in the great debate 
about monopolies, infifting, that the houfe ought 
to proceed againft them by hill, and not by petition. 
It is rather remarkable, that his old antagbnift 
Martin maintained the other fide of the queflion. 
On this occafion, it was, that Hakewell afked, If 
bread 'was not inthe^Ion^ lift of monopbliei ? Elizabeth, 
perceiving the hoafe fo greatly agitated as todifre- 
gard her minifter's apologies, thought it prudent 
to recall the patents. And Davies was fent on the 
grand Committee, to thank the queen for reUn- 
quilhing proje<fts, which, happy had it been for 
prince and people, had the legiflature on this 
occafion aboliftied by ftatute. 

Davies had now acquired a ftation of fome emi- 
nence, at a time of life when friendihips are eafi- 
ly formed. And he ardently wifiied to be reftored 

to 
* F(om D'£w«'s Journal, p. 649 - 656 - 85, 
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10 the privileges and profits of a fociety, " amongft 
" wbom, as he declared, he had received his 
** chiefeft education, and from whence he expeft- 
" ed his beft preferment." After fotne delay, 
and in confequence of ample fubmiflion before 
Chief Juflice Popbam, and other Judges, he was 
icilored, in Trinity term 1601, to his former 
rank ; Marrin, at the fame time, forgiving an in- 
jary^ which both probably wifhed to forget. It 
was by the favour of Lord Ellefmere, fays Wood, 
that he was reftored to his chamber. Certain it is, 
■when Davies dedicated his Law Reports to that 
iUuftrious Chaticellor, and worthy man, he ac- 
■knowledged, that Lord Ellefmere " had been 3 
*' gaod angel unto him, and what might carry a 
" fliew of adulation in another, Pmft needs te 
" thought ^rj/iV#i/e in him,'' 

With the influence of fuch patronage, and the 
aid of great abilities, Davies" continued to rife in 
his profeflion, till the demife of Elizabeth. New 
profpefls opened lo him, with the commencement 
of a new reign. If we may believe the great Ba- 
' con, there was, on that memorable event, ^ (onU- 
vuelpofting of men of good quality towards the king. 
Davies fij/?^;/ with Lord Hunfdon to Scotland, in 
Drder to offer his adorations to the rifing fun : and 
being, among other Englifii gentlemen, introduced 
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to James, lljo kin^, fays Wood, -ilralghtway afk- 
td, if he was Nosce Teipsum ? and receiving for 
anfwer, that he was the fame, his majcfty graci- 
oufly embraced him. This condud was truly cha- 
radtefiftic of James, who is known to have beea 
of much more familiar manners than Elizabeth, 
and ftill more forward to dilUnguiih lefs merit thaa 
Davies poiTefled. If Bacon did not accompany 
Davies, he jvrote to him, as he had done to every 
other perfon, who, he thoughti could imprtfs tt 
good conceit of a concealed poet. Davies was an 
avowed pod ; Bacon a concealed one. And' we may 
determine, with regard to the friendfhip that then 
fubfifled be'ween thefe great lawyers and eminent 
fcholars, from the terms in which Bacon deiires 
Davies ". to perform to me all the good offices, if 
*' there be any nibbling at my name, which the 
" vivacity of your wit can fuggeft to your mind 
'' to be performed to one, in whofe afFedions you 
" have fo great fympalhy, and in whofe fortune 
" you have fo great inter.eft."* This correfpon- 

dence 

♦ Thii letter is JnibliHied in Bacon's works. Among the Birch 
MSS. in the Britith Mufeum„ No. 4108, there h a letter from 
Bacon tq Davit-, when aitoraey-gcneral in Ireland, in which he 
fays, " 1 would be glad 10 hear often from you, and to be adver- 
" tifed how things pafs, whereby to have fome occalion to chiak 
V fome good thought J (houjh I can do littlej, at lead it will be 
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' dence continued While Davies could be of ufe to 
Bacon ;' but it ceafed when Bacon had advanced 
beforfe Davies in the rank of tbeir profefTion. Such 

, is the inftability of friendfhips between men who 
run fdr the fanie prize ; whether for the dilliniSi- 
ons of literature, or for the honours of life- 

It was to the paironage.of Sir Robert Cecil, as 
much as to the favour of Janles, that Davies was 
fem» in 1603. folicitor-general to Ireland, and 
immediately appointed attorney -general. Thefe 
offices required, at that time, men as remarkable 
for prudence, as diftinguifhed for knowledge. 
This nation had bsed long harrafled' by civil w^r, 
and a wife policy di6tatcd, that a total oblivion' 
fhould cover many trealbns, and unifoim laW'S 
adminifter univerfal right. And,' therefore, as he 
himfelf tells us,*f the number of judges was in- 
creafed, which do now, every half year, (like good 
planets in their feveral fphereS) carry the light 
and influence of juflice roundabout the kingdom'; 
whereas the circuits, in former times, went but 
round about the pa/^, Hke the circle, of the- Cino- 
fura about the pole. Upon thefe vifitations of 
juftice, 

" a continuance in the enerclfe of olir friendfliip, which on my 
" part remaincth cncieafed, by that I hear of your fe/vice, and 
'" t!iegootl refpefl I find towards myfcif; and fo 1 continue." 
t In aisdifeovtry. 
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juftice, whereby the honourable law of England 
was communicated to all the Triili, there enfued 
fuch comfort m the hearts of all men, as there- 
upon followed the moft univerfal peace that ever 
was feen in Ireland. Davies was highly quaU6e(l 
for his ftation: and he was foon appointed one of 
the judges of affize, who, for the firft time, ever 
vifited feveral counties of Ireland, atid who taught, 
at length, a rude people the difference between 
the tyrannic oppreflion of their ancient cuftoms, 
and the mild influence of juft government. In all 
thcfe fituatrons, Davies obtained the praifes of his 
fuperiorsj as a painful and "well deferving fervant of 
bis majefiy. 

It was on thefe circuits, probably, which enab- 
led him to vifit every province of Ireland, that he 
met with Eleanor, the third daughter of Lord 
Audley, who, having dillinguiflied himfelf in the 
Iriih wars, now enjoyed dignified eafe, among a 
people that admired his valour. This lady he mar- 
ried : but, from her eccentricity of temper, he 
could not derive much domeflic happinefs. She 
brought him only one ion, who died a youth, in 
his father's life, and one daughter Lucy, who, 
having married Ferdinando Haftings, carried the 
blood of Davies, with his fortune, into the family 
of Huntingdon. 

B With 
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With the extenfion of law over a more quiet 
people, law-fuits necefTarily increafed ; and as 
the bufinefs of the courts of juftice augmented, 
the pra(f>ice of Davies alfo extended, in proporti- 
on to the greatnefs of his ftation and his talents. 
He was called to the degree of ferjeant at law, in 
Trinity term 1606, and received the Iionour of 
knightho(,>d, on the i ith of February 1607. Thefe , 
promotions he owed to the patronage of Lord 
Ellefmere and the Earl of Saliibury, with whom 
he correfponded. Sir Edward Coke was at the fame 
time called to the degree of ferjeaiit, being ap- 
pointed chief juftice of the common pleas. But 
Sir Francis Bacon was ftill left undiftinguiflied be- - 
hind to the infinite mortification of an ambitious 
mind. 

Sir John retained his office of attorney-general 
of Ireland, notwithftanding his degree of ferjeant, 
the king having fpecially difpenfed with his pre- 
fence in England. Thefe honours, we may cafily , 
fuppofe, did not leffen his praflice, or his credit; 
and there remains fufficienl evidence, that be did 
not difcontinue his accuftomed diligence. The 
lord deputy having determined, in July 1607, to 
make a judicial progrefs through the counties of 
Monaghan, Fermanagh, and Cavan, which were . 
then the mofl unreformed parts of UJfler, joined 

the 
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the attorney-general, with the chief juftice, as one 
of the judges of afliie, for performing this unwel- 
come fervice. Sir John.wrdte the earl of Salilbury 
a very elaborate account of this circuit, which is 
now firft publithed.* And in this liiirror we may 
fee the ancient condition of Ireland, in its hideous 
colours. Though the lord deputy and judges were 
to pafs through the wafiejl and wildeji parts of the 
north, fays our author, yet we had only for our 
guard, fix or (ev&ti fcore foot, and fifty or three 
icore horfe, which is an argument of a good linie, 
and a confident deputy. To have performed this 
fcrvic* in former times, would have required an 
army. But, as he lays, the clock of civil govern- 
ment was now well let. Thefe frequent afiem- 
blies ataffiges apd feffions reclaimed' the Irilh from 
their wilducfs, and caufed tbem to convert their 
mantles into doaks, to conform to the mariner of 
England in their outward forme. The negleift of 
the law is laul to have theretofore made the Eng- 
Hfli degenerate and become Irilh ; but now the 
execution of the law made the Irilh grow civ'ii, 
ao4 become Englilh. 

Sir John was feat to England with the chief juf- 
tice, in 1608, in order to reprefent to King James 
Ba the 

* Ftooi a CDP7 among Ihc ilul. MSS. Bncifli Mufcum. 
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the effects which the eftablithment of public peace, 
and theCe progrefTes of the law, had produced, fince 
the commencement of his reign. He was praifed 
by thofe who fent him as an officer, at once able 
and attentive. And he was received by his good 
angel, the chancellor, and by his firft patron, the ■ 
carl of Salilbury, with renovated kindnefs. 

From two acute obfervers, who had made many 
circuits through the provinces of Ireland, the Mi- 
•niftefs doubtlefs procured accurate information 
with regard to the proje(5^ed plantation in Ulfter. 
This falutary work had been long in contempla- 
tion ; left, as Bacon expreffes it, Ireland, civ/7, 
fliould become more dangerous than Ireland, fa- 
vage. And it was at.length carried into execution, 
by fettling a more induflrious race from England 
and Scotland, with a fuccefs which at once con- 
ferred celebrity on the prince, and bappinefs on 
the kingdom. Of the manner in which this great 
enterprife was executed. Sir John wrote the Earl 
of Salifbury in 1610, the letter that is now firft 
publifhed*. We here meet the fame learning, 
elegance, and information, as abundantly occur in 
his other writings. And we are moreover inftrufled 
with regard to the mode of performing one of the 

moft 
* From one of the H>tl. MSS. Brttifli Muf«um. 
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moft difficult talks of legillation, the reducing; of a 
people from barbarifra to civility. In executing 
this celebrated work, our author afled no ufclefs 
or igtioble part. 

Among his moft laborious avocations. Sir John 
empioyed much of his time in ftudying the com- 
plicated hiftory of Ireland, and in tracing through 
various revolutions, the origin of its laws, and the 
progrefs of its conftitution. 

He publiflied the refult of his inquiries in i6it, 
under the well-known title of A Difcovery of the 
true Caufei ivby Ireland was never entirely fubdued 
till jhe beginning of his Majefiy^s Reign. This ela- 
borate performance he dedicated to the King in a 
Latin line, which imported, that it is tbe firft duty 
of a prince to know his o a n dominions. This is 
how repubiiflied for the fourth time in the prefent 
coUeftion. Among hiftorians we feldom meet a 
work containing more accurate refearch, more 
pbilolbphical remark, or more varied language. 
In this trad: may be found as much as moft readers 
with toknow of the ftory of a people, who long con- 
tinued barbarous, from the infelicity of their Bre- 
hon infiitutions, and of a government, which fur 
centuries remained fubordinate, from its vicinity 
to a greater power. He traces from the moft au- 
thentic - 
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thentic documents, Hep by ftep, through four cen- 
turies, how Ireland, from being a. land of /« ber 
came, a land of concord; how errors had been 
correfled, and defeds lately fupplied ; hpw the 
firings of this Irifh harp, which the civil magtf- 
traics finger, make a good harmony in this com- 
monwealth. This work is often quoted : and it 
can never be read without plcafure or inftruftion. 
Do<f>or johnfon, by frequently citing th Dijcovery, 
and the Nofce Teipfum, as authorities, has enrolled 
the writings of Sir John Davies among the EngUfh 
claflics. Whether as an acknowledgment for this 
dedication, or as a reward for greater fervices, our 
author was, in June 1612, appointed the King's 
Serjeant. But, he not long after, loft his firft and 
fieady patron the Earl of Saliftury, who died when 
his wifdom and his influence were the moft neccG- 
fary to. a court, fwayed by favouritifm, and to a 
country, governed by minions. 

Sir John M'as^fooa eletfted into a ftill more diftin- 
guilhedftarion. Amidft thcdiftra<Sionsof civil war, 
and the repofe of fubfequent proje<5^s of improve- 
ment, no Parliament had been called in Ireland dur- 
ing tlie laftfeven and twenty years ; yet, never were 
legiflaiive ads more neceffary. The Irifli nation 
was divided into two parties, whofc power was 
nearly 
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nearly equal. The Roman carbolics, formed the 
great body of the people : the proteftants com- 
po/ed probably not more than one four th. The ■t^t^tT^-'^' 
laws however impofed on the objeds of their jea- 
loufy many difabilities : and the protefiants of 
confequence enjoyed all official p rofit and all po li- 
ti cal pow er. Wlien the people and the govern- 
ment Hand thus oppufed to each othe.r, diflatisfaC' 
tion'muft ever predominate. Such was the ftate 
of Ireland, when manifeft utility induced the Lord- 
Deputy to iflue writs for a new eleiHion in i6iz. 
Both parties exerted the artifices and the violences, 
which accompany popular eledions, when the minds 
of the eleiftors are ftrongly "agitated by hopes or ap- 
prehenfious. The Roman catholic party carried 
their eledions chiefly in the counties ; the proteftant 
party in the boroughs, feveral of which had been 
lately eretSed, during the progrefs pf planlafion. 
Sir John Davies was eleifted for the county of Fer- 
managh ; being the firft reprefentative which it 
had ever chofen. 

The Houfe of Commons confifted now of two 
hundred and twenty-five members. Of ihefe there 
appeared, when the Houfe mer, of the proteftant 
party^ one hundred and twenty-one ; of the Ro- 
man catholic, one hundred and one. This ap- 
proximation to equality had been alone fufficient 
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to create great intrigues and altercation in any po- 
pular affembly. But, among the members who 
were then aflembled to chufe a fpeaker, and who 
were animated by a fenfe of ancient antipathy and 
of recent oppohtion, the tumult approached nearly 
to the bloody fcencs of a Polilii Diet. Sir John 
Davies was propofed as fpeaker by the court; Sir 
John Everard, who had been an Irifli judge, but 
lellgned, becaufe he could not take the oath of 
fupiemacy, was fupported by the Roman catholic 
party. The houfe divided. The count members 
went out according to parliamentary form. But 
their opponents, confidering themfclves as the ma- 
jority of legal reprefentatives, placed Sir John 
Everard in the chair as duly eleded. And nothing 
remained for the real majority but to remove the 
intruder, or to place the true fpeaker in the chair. 
Thepcrfeveranceof the majority induced the mi- 
nority to fecede from an affembly which they thus 
found they could not rule. All parties had been 
fo much accuftomed in that country to attempt 
every thing by force, that the Parliament-men had 
not yet learned to defeat, or to quahfy, difagree- 
able meafures by By intrigue, pertinacious debate, 
or by (lofe divifions. The great body of the peo- 
ple applauded the fecMers. And the Lord-Depu- 
ty ChicheKer, whofe prudence w.is equal to his 
firmnefs. 
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firmhefs, prorogued the Parliament, in order to fuf- 
fer men's minds to cool, and to enable the fcceding 
members to lay their cumplaints before the King.* 

In 

• ThefiMiwmg Leitfr from tht Lfrd Dfputj Chicbffler Jhtr^i iimn 
tmch Sir "John Davifi -unts Irufifu hf the gwernmeiii efbaio King- 
doms, a»il thrinuijQmtnrw light aHlbe nffainaflrtkiidfdiiriaglhitt 
diftraatd tiamna. 
, NoBLt Mr. Attoinet, 
Jr OB. in that name I have beft acqasintmce wtdi you, and defiie 
that you Qiould continue it, 1 am niacb comforted with bis Ma- 
jefty*E gracious acceptance of my Letters, and I Ihall carefully ob- 
serve hia btgbneflea direftiona foi my future carriage io maccers i£, 
■dveriifeoaeQl. 

1 have by Mr. Marlliall wiitten unto you, touching the aiTair 
of ilie efcheated countries of Wexford : what I have now to fay 
is of matter of the Parliament. 

1 am glad that his Majefty Eg pleafed lo put it off'until Febniary % 
and though there be but forty days for the fummans, I wilh that 
all men might Lnow that a Patljamenc is intended prefently, that 
fuch as it concerns may provide tbemfelves accordingly, who 
otherwife will eicufe their defaults for want of time I doubt not. 

For the place to bold it in, I have thought of the King's cattle 
at the fitiall, where the lower hall may be prepared for the lower 
houfe, and the prefence and withdrawing chamber being laa'e in- 
to one rooin, by tating down the partition, will ferve for the lords ) 
but I will not put this work in hand, until what 1 have conceived 
fit receive allowance there ; but 1 caauot thinL of any place about 
this town fo conveoicDt. 

In 
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In the raomMit ,of high paffion, it is not eafy 
lo pfcafe cithrr part. On this difficult occafioo, the 

Lord 

In making of the borough- town), I Rod more and more difficul- 
ties and uncercainiies i fom; return that they are but tenant! at 
win and pteafure to certain ^entlemeni who have the fee farm, oi 
hy leafe for a few years, fo as they are doubtful to name themfelvci 
for burgelTes without the landlord's confent; and- the landlord is 
of the church of Rome, and will return none but recufants j of 
which kind of men we have no need, and Ihali ha.vc lefa irfe. Sonjc 
ether town) have few others to return than recufants, and otheii 
■(Hie but foidien i fo as my advice in that point is, that you biing 
dintftion and authority to laake fuch towns borougbi only as ws 
diink fit and bebovcful for the fervicc ; and (o oiqit fuch as ars 
aaoied, if they be like to be againft us i and to enable others by! 
charter, if we can iind them anfwerable to our expedation, albeit 
they be n6t in the lift fcnt thither by the Lord Carewe, nor return- 
ed as allowed there. 

I fend you twe or three letters of thofe I received in anfwer of 
mine, touching this matter, to perufe, by which you may judge 
what the reft are ; I wilh we might carry it, and prevail in the mat- 
ters to be handled in this parliament, as is behoveful for his Majef- 
ty's fervice, and good of (he kingdom : but 1 doubt (here will be 
great oppofition to all that is good j and we muft encounter 
th^m the befl we may. I have received a letter from the King's 
M-njefty, written Upon the complaint of Thomas Hoare of We»- 
ford, and another from the Lords upon the complaint of Walter 
Sinner. If his Majelly and the Lords of the council thought me 
not an honeft man, thofe letters would ron in another ftile : for if 
what they have fuid were true, and that they had made me to 
Lnow it before they prefumed to trouble his highnefs and lordt 
therewith. 
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Lord Deputy had not the good fortune to gratify 
either. When commifltoners were fent by the ^*^ 

Roman Catholic fafljon to ftate their grievances, he y*** <"*" 
was equally obliged to appear at Whitehall, for the ^"^TS^t 
purpofeof defence or explanation. They were all ' 
patiently 

tbeiewith, I were either a carelefs or diloneft gorernor, if 1 did 
not punifb the ofTence, and reform the abufe. Many oftbii peo- 
ple are of fo ill condition, thai they care not what tbey fay in the 
defamation of iheir adverfaries, how uninie foever, if it ferve their 
turn \ but whilft the tale is telling, if care and credit be given to 
what they will inform, he is in a miferable cale chat goTcms hefc 
in chief or inferior place. But both tales beard, I wllli that the 
^ulty party may receive fevere punifhmenti for I am as iU a fup> 
porter of a mifdemeanor as any man that ever held my place. 

- I pray haften your return with what ii fitting. I will forbear to 
move foradifpenfationof Poynings'afl, albeit I Cbinfc it very ne- 
ceifary th^t it fbould be fo j fearing, left forae other conflruclioB 
would be fnadc thereon, and I did ambitioUdy feek it. 

I had occafion to write unto my Lord ChinceHor lately, but 
did not propound any thing unto his Lordfliip, either in matter of 
parliament or otherwife. I only wrote chat you would acquaint i 

UsLordlhip with what is fitting and requifite for that difpatch, ' 

which I humbly belbught his Lordfbip Co further. Is all for the 
piefeut that I have to impart, and fo with falutatrons I remain. 

Your friend faithful and alfured 
At Dublin, uihofAuguft, T«ii. ARTHUR CHICHESTER, 

To my worthy friend. Sit John Davies, Knight, his Majefty'i 
Serjeant ac Law, and Attorney General in Ireland. 

N. B. I pray bring the Letters back with you, or fend them. 
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patiently heard. Bacon, who as attorney-general 
■was confulted about the affairs of Ireland, told 
King James, That it teas always fafe to keep in the 
middle -way between extremes. The complaints about 
eleiflions were all declared to be groupdlefs, except 
thofe of two boroughs, which had been ereifled af- 
ter the ifluing of the writs. The threats of refif- 
ftinee were oppofed by denunciations of punirtitnent. 
The feceders were reproached for their late out- 
rages ; but they were promifed future favour, in 
return for peaceable behaviour. As it often hap- 
pens, nobody was gratified, yet every one was ob- 
liged to fubmit, becaufe there appeared no reme- 
dy but civil war for whatever grievance. 

When the parliament re-alTembled, in May 
1613, it did not occur, that ap Englilh houfe of 
commons would not have allowed the king in 
council to decide difpuied eleftions. Perhaps every 
one feared the renewment of turmoil ; and on this 
occafion Sir John Davies delivered the elaborate 
fpeech, which is now republjfhed. This is un- 
quefiionably one of the moft learned and inftruc- 
tive orations that was ever pronounced by the fpeak- 
er of the parliament in either kingdom. It was 
feafonable too, a"t a time when parliaments had 
been fo long difufcd. He minutely traces the hif- 
tory of the Irilh legiflature, which, from the epoch 

of 
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of Poynings' aft, was extremely complex ; and he 
throws many rays of light on a fubjeift which was in 
thofc days involved in peculiar obfcurity. Doiftor 
L^land has, doubtlefs, Ihewn fome inaccuracies in 
thisi*peech. But whatever merithc may have taken 
away, there remains enough to evince the extent of 
our author's refearches, the precision of his know- 
ledge, and, what is ilill more laudable, his defire 
of calming political contefts. The parliament re- 
cognized the king's right to the crown of Ireland. 
They pafied an aft of general indemnity for late 
crimes, with an exception of Tyrone, Tyrconnel 
and O'Dogharty. They repealed ancient la ws, 
which had abfurdly p rohibited intercourfe betwe en 
the Englifli within the /■a/ ^or^fi ve counties ro und 
Dublin, and the I rjfh withpnr. They gave an en- 
tire fubfidy to relieve the king from the continual 
expence of fupporting the Irifli government. They 
endeavoured to improve the police of a country, 
which was inhabited by a very mixed race, who 
felt little affeftion for each other. And after feveral 
prorogations, the parli^metit, which opened with 
fuch inaufpicious beginnings, was diflblved in Oft, 
1615. 

Our author, mean while, concurred with other 
learned men in the revival of the Antiquary Socie- 
ty, which having been inflituted in 1590, but after- 
wards 
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wards difcohtinued, was now revived by Sir James 
Ley, in 1614. To be aflbciated with fuch men as 
Cotton, Hackwell, Camden, Stow, Spelman, Whit- 
lock, in illuftrating the progrefs of our manners, 
and our arts, the rife of our political inftitutions, 
the improvement of our jurifprudence, the hiftory 
of our civil and military tranfaifHons, would do ho- 
nour to a name lefs dignified than that of Sir John 
Dav,ies, by extenfive knowledge, elegant litera- 
ture, and eftimable writings. 

Our author found leifure at length, 101615, ^o 
publifh his Repoi'ls of Cafes adjudged in the Kiag*s 
Courts in Ireland. Thefe were the firft reports of 
Irifh judgments which had ever been made pub- 
lic, during the four hundred years that the laws 
, of^ngland had exifted in^this kingdom. They 
contain fpecial cafes on points of Jearning, not 
common, or at leaft not largely debated in the 
Englijh law books. And he protefts, that they 
were collecfted principally for the ufe of the prac- 
tifers in Ireland, and to invite others in this king- 
dom, by his example, to perform the like fcrvice 
to pofterity. As none had gone before him, few 
indeed have followed him in this ufeful iratftof illuf-. 
trating an important fcicnce. The fmgle cafe of 
tenures on the commiflioD of defeflive title? was 
fnrinted by James Barry, io 1639- Freeman's Re- 
ports 
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ports of Cafes in Law and Equity, from 1670 to, 
1706, were publilhed by Dixon, in 1742. And 
the late Chief Baron Gilbert reported fome Irifli 
. cafes, from the 4ih of Anne to the 1 ath of George 
the Firft. Of this paucity of reporters, it is worth 
while -10 enquire the caufe ; fioce our author only 
exprefled his furprife, without afligning a reafon. 
Yet as be alfures us, there had always been men " 
in the Irifli judicatories of fufficient learning, who 
derived their knowledge from that fountain of ju- 
rifprudence, the Inns of Court. Prior to the reign 
of James the Firft, the jurifditflion of the Irifh 
courts extended Httld beyond the pale, when their 
decifions, being thus limited, could have had lit- 
tle weight. From their determinations, an appeal 
always lay to the King's Bench in England, which 
might reverfe the proceedings of judges fubordi- 
natc, and therefore of litde authority. Lawyers 
who praiflife with dcfign to make a fortune, orto form 
a fettlcment, feldom engage in purfuits, which 
may yield them fame, but can hardly gain them 
profit. The Irifh judicatories having now acquired 
independence, and being now filled with judges 
eminerlt for learning, their decifions Vrili doubtiefs 
be regarded with greater reverence, and be often 
reported with fidelity. - Our author has annexed to 
his Reports a prelace, which he addreffed 10 Lord 
Chancellor Ellcfmcre, and which vies with Coke 
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in folidity and learning, and equals Blackftone in 
clafTical tUuftration and elegant language. By this 
celebrated commentator ihis elaborate difcourfe on 
Englifh jurifprudente had doubtlefs been read. 
And thofe who delight in tracing refemblances of 
fentimeot and ftyle between authors, in different 
ages, might find, by diligent perufal, many fuch 
fimilarities between Davics and Blackftone. 

Having performed this laft fervice to Ireland, 
. Sir John retired, in 1616, from a country, which 
could have been no very agreeable refidence, dif- 
tra£ted as it now was by fa<5tion, and embittered by 
enthufiafm. A kind of revolution at the fame time 
took place, which may have influenced our author's 
determination. The Lord-Deputy Chichefter was 
fucceeded by Sir Oliver St. John ; the chief juf- 
tice, Sir John Denham, by Sir William Jones; 
and Worthington was recommended by Bacon, as 
attorney-general, in the room of Sir John Davies. 
On this occafion. Bacon remarked to Villiers, who 
then influenced a feeble monarch, and governed a 
kingdom haftening to deftruiftion, that nothing could 
be more for the king": fervice, than to have ihe places 
of la-w and jujiice, in Ireland, eminently ferved. Of 
Jones, that profound genius obferved to the fa- 
vourite, that be had been an oppojite in parliament; 
but / bold it no ill counfel, to joint of fo remove fucb 
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Wf»*. When Sif John Saville wAs created a pcefi 
in the fubfequent reign, Hume took occafion to re- 
fled on this, as the firii infiance of a ferfan being pro* 
tisoted on account of bbififiuence in the Hot^frt^ Commons * 
But we cati now trace the principle to its truti 
fource,-a(id catry up the policy to its teal epoch. 

Sir John ribw lived among men of learning and 
genius, with that reception which was due to one 
who had diftinguirtied himfelf, fays Wood, as a 
bold fpirit, a ready wit, arid a great fcholar. And 
as king's ferjeant, he continued the pradice of 
the law, and was sften aflbciated as one of the 
judges of aflize. Some of his charges on the cir* ' 
Cuit flill remain in the MufeUm, as additional evi- 
dences of his- laudable diJigeiice and profound 
knowledge. 

'It pfobably occurred tci our author^smind, withl 
6ut communication with his friend Bacon, who had 
ftow rifen to a fuperior ftation, frbm which he w^s 
foonto'fail, that influence in the Houfe of Co'm- 
flions gives influence in every other place... And 
Davies fecured his feat fbr Newcaftle-underrLine, 
by whatever means, in the parliament, which hav- 
ing beencalled in i6io, affembled on the 30th of 
C January 

• Bacon*» Wotb, fol. edit. vol. i. p. 126—30, 
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January i6ao-2i. Seldom has there appeared in 
any Houfe of Commons a body of more profound 
lawyers, of more accompiifhed flatefmen, cjf more 
virtuous patriots, than met on that occgCon. Sir 
John Davies feldom fpoke, except on the affairs of 
Ireland, being, from bis office of lung's ierjeant, 
perhaps more than from principle, a fevourer of 
the court. When it was moved to acquaint the 
king with the grievances of Ireland, confideritig 
how much blood and treafure it had coil this king- 
dom, Sir John faid: It is exprefsly in the law- 
books fet down, that Ireland is a member of the 
crown of England ; yet this kingdom here cannot 
make laws to bind that kingdom ; for they have 
there a parliament of their gwn. Sir Edwar(| 
Coke, who was the experienced leader of that 
houfe, fuggefted, that they ought to confidcr, 
firft, what we may do ; and fecondly, what is jit to 
be done in a parliamentary caurfe. Ireland, faid be, 
was never totally reduced till the coming of thja 
king ; for there was ever a back door in the north 
of that kingdom. If Ireland be not fafe, we can- 
not be fure ; but if Ireland be fafe, our navy well. 
furnilhed, and the iow-irouw/rym^s our faft friends, 
we need not fear the pope, or the devil. It is 
both fit and lawful for us to complain for Ireland : 
that on fuch complaints the king doth order a re- 
formation, and thofe things which may not be re- 
formed 
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formed biH by S parliament, his majefly doth put 
in a courfe, by giving order for a parliament in 
Ireland, to remedy the abufes there.* Confider- 
ing recent tranfedions, this is furely a remarkable 
debate. Sir John Davies was the firft, we fee, 
who, in the Houfe of Commons, contetwied, that 
the parliament of England could not make laws to 
bindi,the people of Ireland; bccaufe they had a 
parliament of their own. And Sir Edward Coke, 
when giving his opiniort as to what they might do, 
admits rather than denies a pofition, which having 
been at length formally acknowledged, hath eftab- 
lifhed the independence of the Irifh nation. 

It is a remark which does no littlecredit to frtf- 
land, that fcarcely any man ever enjoyed the offices 
of her goveranlent, who did not prove for ever 
after her ftrenirous defender. Sir John Davies 
again evinced how much he was a zealous friend, 
by defending her interefts in an affair, which was 
thenof full as much importance to her .^ A bill was 
introduced, in April i6zi, againft the importation 
of Irith cattle into England, and prohibhing the 
exportation of coin from this kingdom to Ireland. 
It is curious to trace the fcntiments of members, 
from their fpeeches, on two fubjeifls which were 
in thofe days little underftood. Mr. Wentworth 
, C a approved 

*S«P»rKDeK J6a«- 2». *ol. i. p. 327 - 8, 
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approved of the bill, as far as it went to prevent 
the export of coin; but would not have victuals 
reftrained, which would undo the poor, to enrich 
the gentleman. Sir John Ipfiey faid, that there, 
is half as much fpent by thofc of Ireland, here in 
England, as they received for Irilh cattle, as there 
is no houfehold Huff ufed in Ireland, but what 
comes out of England. Sir Robert Philips infifted, 
that the price of vifluals in Somerfetftiire is, not- 
withftanding the importation of Irith cattle, which 
mar the breed of England, as dear as ever; yet it 
hath caufed the export of twenty thoufand pounds 
out of Somerfetthire only. Sir Edward Sack- 
ville remarked, that it is not cheapnejs, but money., 
which enricheth the kingdom ; and if Irilh cattle 
be brought in, and our money fent out, we ihall 
dill be poor. On the contrary. Sir John Davtes 
contended, that cattle being the principal commo- 
dity of Ireland, and its wool coarfe, if we bar the 
importation of cattle, we Ihall impoverilh that 
kingdom, and difeourage its tillage; by which 
means, that country would be again reduced to 
barbarifm : that no money being current in- Ireland 
but Englilh, and there being no mint, as in the 
time of King John and Edward the Fourth, if wc- 
prevent the import of cattle, and not petition the 
king for a coinage, or a currency of foreign coin, 
the new planters in thofe parts will foon leave the 
kingdom. 
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kingdom. He hoped, (hat the Houfe would not 
deal worfe with Ireland, which was a member of 
this crown, than we do with the Low Countries, 
which car^-y away infinite fums for their Friefland 
Ijorfes, that are chiefly ufed here for coaches.* 
The bill was thereupon re- committed, and finally 
bft. A law was obtained-, as is fufficiently known, 
for the fame unfalutary purpofe, during the fac- 
tious reign of Charles the Second. "In the prefent 
day, the parliament feem to have adopted the fen- 
timent of Wentworth, who fpoke firft in this de- 
bate, that the cheaper the viHuah are, the huter it h 
for the kingdom. 

Our author found amufement, by publilhing his 
No/ce Tefp/um and Acrojiics, during 1622^ lo which , 
he now added Orcheflra, a poem, on the antiquity 
and excellence of dancing. He, with great pro- 
priety, dedicated the Orcheftra to Charles Prince 
of Wales ; 

ThcAireft flow'r of noble chivalry ; 
And of Saint George's band the "braved knighr. 
Then, dancing's ptaife may be prefented well 
To him, whofe aftions add moie praife thereto. 
Than all the mufes with their pen) caa do. 

When compared with the dedication of Nofct 
TeipjuM to Elizabeth, this may, without much in- 
juftice, ■ 
• See'Parli Deb. i6ii, vo!. ii. p. ^S-.-gS. 
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juftiee, be confidered as a forry fonnet, without 
the vigour, the fancy, or copioufnefs of Davies. 
What has been obferved of Drytjen's poems to 
Cromwell, a man of deeds, and ;to' Charles II. a 
fovcrcign of Juffefings, may be remarked of the 
dedications ip Elizabeth and Prince Cfaarles.r— The 
Queen had done much ; the Prince of Wales bad 
only danced. The lovers of poetry have lamented 
that fo ingenious a poem as the Orchefira (hould 
faav:e been'ldft un6nilhed; or, at Icaft, that the 
defetflrive part fliould be loft. The copy printed 
by the author muft have, doubtlefs, been perfefl. 
And it is only to be regretted, that the fubfcq'uent 
editors did not print from the firft edition, which 
may ftill be found, by diligent enquiry, though it 
is not iti the Mufeum. 

Our author, probably,.^wrote no more for the 
public. He employed the (hort remainder of an 
ufeful life, in difchargiri^ the duties of his profef- 
fion, and in performing' the offices of friendfhip. 
While his fovereign was preparing to raife him to 
higher honours, he died , of an apoplexy, in the 
night of the 7th of December 1626, in the'syth 
year of his age. He had previouily fupped with 
the Lord Keeper Coventry, who gave him affur- 
ances of being Chief Juftjce of England, in the 
room of Sir Randolph Crew ; but, he lived not to 
enjoy^ 

D,o,i.«jhyGo6';le ■ . 
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enjoy,- for a day, the eminent ftation, which he 
had amply earned by his learning, his fervices, 
and his honourable condaft. He was buried in St. 
Martin's church in the Fields. Here a monument 
was erefled, in order to inform pofterity, that he 
had been a man of fine abilities, and a moft excel- 
lent writer, both in profe and verfe ; that he had 
aWays tempered the fcverity of the lawyer with^ 
this politenefs of the gentleman ; that he had been 
a faithful advocate, an impartial judge, and a true 
Chriftian. His monument is forgotten ; but his 
works remain. Of ingenious mep, who dedicate 
their labours to the inftruftion of their country, it 
ought tp be the incentive, and the confolalion, that 
their publicarions are perufed long after bther mo- 
numents have fallen. 

Our author's works are the moft lafting infcripti- 
ons of his memory. His Nofce Teipfum, his Acfof- 
tics, and his Orcheftra, muft for ever give him a 
high pkce among the Englifti poets; though' as a 
poet he has not been regarded by the biographers 
of poets. His Difcovery muft always rank him 
high among our early hiftorians. And his Reports, 
with their Preface, will create the lafting regret of ' 
law ftudents, that of fuchJnftruiSive performances 
he did not give them more. By Anthony Wood 
and~his copiers, it is iaid, indeed^ thai he was, in 

truth. 
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irjith, more a fcholar than a lawyer. But he who 
had fuch mep as Coke, Bacoir, Selden, Noy, for 
competitors, yet reached the top of his profefllon, 
could have been no mean lawyer. Had he, in- 
deed, cultivated poetry, hiftory, or law, fingly, 
he had, doubtlefs, rifen ftill higher in either, 

As a Poet, Sir John Davies wrote the Nb/ce Teip- 
fum, which was firft puhliflied in 1622, again in 
1699, and a third time in 1773. It would feem, ., 
from the Tttk, as quoted by Wood, to have been 
originally divided into two elegies ; ift.lOf human 
Nature; 2d. Of the Soul of Man. It appears now 
with one running Title Of the Immortality of 
The Sool, and divided, by whatever hand, into four 
and. thirty diftind feia:ions. The Acrofiics under 
the title of Hymns of Afirea. And Orcbejira, in 
a dialogue between Penelope and one of her 
\Vooers, on the antiquity and excellence of danc- 
ing. Thefe are the only poems which were pub- 
lifhed in- 1773, as the Poetical IVorks of Sir John 
Davies. If we may credit Anthony Wood, he 
wrote O^ Metapbraje of fever al of King Davids 
PfaJtns. But, as few have fucceeded in fcriptural 
poetry, it is not to be much regretted, that ^13 
Metapiirafe has remained in neglefled pbfcurity. 
Sir John wrote an Epitaph on his own fort ; and an 
Epigram on the courtfhip pf his daughter. And 

his 
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his little Drama, entitled, A Conference between a 
Gentleman UJber aud a Poft, may be feen in the 
AfuieuiD, Hsrl. MSS. No, celxxxvi. fol. 248.- 

■ As an Hiftorian, Sir John wrote A Difiovery of 
the true cau/es why Ireland was never entirely fuhd/tedp 
till the beginning of his MajeH/s Reign^ This was 
firft publiflied in 1612. It fecms to have been re- 
publiljied in Che fubfequent year. It was again 
piibHflied in 1747. And isriowrepubliflicd. Under 
this head may be clafTed his two elaborate Epillles 
to the Earl' of Saliibiiry, when Lord High Treafur- 
er of England in 1607, and i6io, which are now 
firft publilhed. For they are all hiftorically in- 
ftruilive as to ?n intcrefting period of the Irilh . 
annals. 

As a Lawyer, Sir John wrote, in 16x4, A De- 
claration of our Sovereign Lord the King, concerning 
the Title of his Majefys Son, Charles, Prince of 
Wales, and Duke of Cornwall. His Reports, which 
were firft publiihedin Law French at Dublin 1615, 
at London in 1628 and in 1674, at Dublin in 
1762 ; when tjiey were tranflated into Englifh, 
and reduced to an oifVavo fize. An Abridgment of Sir 
Edward Coke's Reports, in Law French : This was 
tranflated into Etiglilh long after his deceafe, 
and publifhcd in 1651^ , The Jus impnendi FeHi- 
galia. 
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gaUtt, which was dedicated to King James, and 
republilhed in 1656. The right of impofing t^xes 
was a point extremely litigated, during the reigns 
of James and Charles. And our author, with 
Bacon, and other court lawyers, contended, thai 
in fome cafes it belonged to the king. Bat; why 
this treatife (hould have been republiflied in 1656, 
and in 1659, long after this idle notion had been 
fully exfrfoded, does not appear. The Speech, 
which is now publilhed among the following tralis, 
and which having been framed with an afpeft to 
the Irilh conteftsof 1612, would now pleafe us 
more, had there been lefs of the offenfive flattery, 
that was then too common. In the Ma/^sm, among 
the HarleianMSS. No. 1578-4266-7581, may be 
feen his charges to the grand juries, as judge of the 
aflize. This enumeration, of the writings of Sir 
John EJavies forms the mpft durable monument of 
his fam?. 
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True Caufes why Ireland was never 
entirely fwbdued and brought under 
Obedience of the Crown of En gland, 
until the Beginning of his Majefly's 
happy Reign- 

J-ZURING the time "of my fervice in Ireland 
(which began in the firft year of his Majefty's 
reign) I have vifited all the provinces of that 
kingdom, in fundry journeys and circuit!. 
Wherein 1 have obferved the good temperature 
of the air; the fruiifutnefs of the foil;, the 
pli^fant and commodious feats for. habitation ; 
and fafe and large pons and havens lying open 
for traffick, into all the weft parts of the world; 
the long inlets of many navigable rivers, and 
fo many great lakes and frefti ponds within the 
land ; (as the like are not to be feen in any 
part of Europe) the rich fifhings, and wild 
' ■ ' . fowl 
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fowl of all kinds ; and laftly, the bodies and 
minds of the people, endued with extraordi- 
nary abilities of nature. 

The obfervation whereof bath bred in me 
fome curiofity, to confider, what were the 
true caufes why this kingdom, whereof our 
kings of England have borne the title of fove- 
reign lords, for the fpace of four hundred and 
odd years (a period of time wherein divers 
great monarchies have rifen from barbarifm to 
civility, and fallen again to ruin), was not in 
all that fpace of time thoroughly fubdued 
and reduced to obedience of the crown of 
England, although there hath been almoll a. 
continual war between the Englifh and the 
Irifh: and why the manners of the mere Irith 
are fo little altered fince the days of King Hen- 
ry the Second, as appeareth by the defcription 
made by GiraldusCambrenfis, (who lived and 
wrote in that time) albeit, there have been 
fince that time, fo many Englifli colonies 
planted in Ireland, as that, if the people were 
numbered at this day by the poll, fuch as are 
defcended of EngliQi race, would be found more 
in number than the ancient natives. 

And truly, upon confideration ofthecon- 

du(5t and pailage of affairs in former times, I 

find, (hat the State of England ought to be 

cleared 
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cleared of an imputation, which a vulgar er-« 
ror hath call upon it, inonepoint; namely, that 
Ireland long fince might have been fubdued 
and reduced to civility, if fame ftatefmen in 
policy had not thought it more fit to continue 
that realm in barbarifm. Doubtlefs, this vul- 
gar opinion (or report) hath no true ground, 
but did firfl: arife either out of ignorance, of 
out of malice. For it will appear by that 
which fhall hereafter be laid down in this dif-. 
courfe, that ever fmce our nation had any 
footing in this land, the (late of England did 
earneftly defire, and did accordingly endea- 
vour from time to time, to perfeft the conqueft 
of this kingdom, but that in every age there 
were found fuch impediments and defeifls in 
both realms, as caufed almoft an impoflibility 
that things fiioiild have been otherwife than 
they were. 

The defeifls which hindered the perfeiflion Twoma' 
of the conqueft of Ireland were of two kinds, mems'o: 
-and cogfifted, firft,in the Faint profecution of '''^(f""' 
the war ; and next, in the loofenefs of the ci- 
vil government. For the hufbandman muft Simile, 
firft break the land before it be made capable 
of good feed: and when it is thoroughly bro- 
ken and manured, if he do not forthwith caft 
good feed into it, it will grow wild again, 
and 
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and bear nothing but weeds : So a barbarous - 
c6untry muft be firft broken by a war, before 
it will be capable of good government ; and 
■when it is fully fubdued and conquered^ if it 
be not well planted and governed afi^r the con- 
queft, it will often return to the former bar- 
barifm. > 

Tfie faint Touching the carriage of the martial affairs, 
on of the f'^om the feventeenth ^ear of King Henry the 
■'™'- Second, when the firft overture was made for 
A fc«>- #,^ the conqueft of Ireland (I mean the firft after 
-C%3i-^^^ Norman conqueft of England) until the 
j^^^'^r'^^ine and thirtieth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
p^ .f3i. when that royal army was fent over to fupprefs 
*«-*-*^Tirone'3 rebellion, which made in the end an 
""^"^ nniverfal and abfolute conqueft of all the Irifh : 
it is moft certain, that the Engliffi forces fent 
hither, or raifed here from time to time, were 
ever too weak to fubdue and mafter fo many 
■Warlike nations (or fepts) of the Irilh, as did 
poflTefs this Iflahd ; and befides their weak- 
nels, they were ill paid, and worfe governed. . 
And it at any time there came over an army 
of competent flrength and power, it did rather 
terrify, than break and fubdue this people, be- 
ing ever broken and diflblved by fome one ac- 
cident or other, before the perfeflion of the 
conqueft. 

For, 
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For, that I call a perfed conqueft of a coun- What u t 
try, which doth reduce al! the people thereof ^quclU 
to the condition of fub}e^ :, and thofe I call 
fuhjeifis, which arc governed by the ordinary 
laws and magiftrates of ihe fovereign. -For, 
though the prince doth bear the title of fove- ■ 
reign lord of an entire country (as our kings 
did of all Ireland), yet if there be two third ^/^^L^ 
parts of that country wherein he cannot punifli 
treafons, murders,' or thefts, unlefs he fend an 
army to do it ; if the jurifdidtion of his ordi- 
nary courts of juftiee doth not extend into thofe 
parts to proteifl the people from wrong and op- 
preflion; if be have no certain revenue, no 
efcheats or forfeitures out of the fame, I can- 
not juftly fay, that fuch a country is wholly 
conquered- 

Firft then, that we may judge and difcern How the 

whether the Enclifh forces in Ireland were at T" ^"^ 
" been pro- 

any time of fufficient ftrength, to make a full frcwed 
and final conqueil of that land, let us fee feven- 
what extraordinary armies have , been tranf- "^"^^ 
mitted out of England thither, and what ordi- Henry tbe 
nary forces have been maintained there, and 
what fervice' they have performed from time 
to time, fmce the feventeenth year of King- 
Henry the Second. 

In 
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iniHerime In that year, Mac Murugh, Lord of L^iri* 

the Sel^ fter, being opprefled by tbe , Lords of Meih 

"°''^' . and Conaught, andexpclledoutof his territo- 

ty, moved King Henry the Second to invade 

Ireland, and made an overture unto him for 

the obtaining of the fovereign lord(hip thereof. 

The King refufed to Undertake the war him- 

fclfj to avoid the charge * (as King Henry the 

Seventh refufed to undertake the difcovery of 

the Indies for the fame caufe) but he gave li-' 

ccnfe by his letters'patent, that fweh of his fub- 

jedts might pafs over into Ireland as would at 

their own charge become adventurers in that 

.enterprize* 

Tte fitft So as the firft attempt to cotiquer this king'' 

biltTn »ii- ^o"* ^^ ^"^^ ^" adventure of a few private 

venture of gentlemen. Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Girald flrfl: 

private o " 

gentle- broke the ice, with a party of three hundred 

*"* - and ninety men : the Earl Strongbow followed 

... them, with twelve hundred more, whofe good 

fuccefs upon the fea-coaftsof Leinfter and Mun- 

ftcr drew over the king in perfon the next year 

WitH after, cum quingentis'Militibus, as Giraldus Cam- 

ceithe brenfis reporteth, who wasprefent inlrelandat 

ftif ^carac ''^^^ '''"^* Which if they were but five hundred 

over. foldiers, feemeth too fmall a trai,n for fo great 

» prince. But admit they were five hundred 

, knights, yet becaufe in thofe days every knight 

was 

• Gh-aldus Csmhrfnji,. 
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W^ not d commander of a re^meni or com- 
pany, butmoftofth^oi ferved aa private men* 
(fometimea a hundred knights utider a fpear)* 
as appears by the lifts of the ancient armies, 
we cannot coojeftUre his army to have been fo 
great as might fuBice to conquer all Ireland^ 
being divided into fo many principalities, and 
having fo many Hydra's heads as it had at that 
time. 

For albeit, Tacitus, in the life of Agrico1a» 
doth report, that Agrieola having fubdued 
the greateft part of Great Btitain, did Ggnify 
to the fenate of Rome, that he thought Ire^ 
land might alfo be Conqimed with one legion 
and a few aids i I niake no doubt, but that if 
he had attempted the conqueft thereof With a 
fai greater army, he would have found himfelf 
deceived in his conj^<5ture. " For, a barba'^ 
" rous country is not fo eafily conquered, as 
" a civil, whereof Ctefar had experience in 
" his ward againft the Gauts, Germans, and 
" Britons, who wefe fubdued to the Roman 
" empire with far greater difficulty, than the 
" rich kingdoms of Afia. And again, acoun- 
" try poffelfed with many petty lords and 
" ftates, is not fo foon brought under entirely, 
** as an entire Idngdom governed by one 
D ** prince 

• jA-ciiv. Rnum. Rrgii «/iMd ffifimt 
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'* piinde or monarch. And therefore, fhff 

" late king of Spain could fooner win the, 

" kingdom of Portugal, than reduce the ftaies 

'* of the Low-Countries." 

What But let us fee the fuccefs of King Henry 

™nqMft'* ^^^ Second: Doubilefs his expedition was 

king Hen- fach, 3s he might have faid with Ctefar : f^enL 

ry (he Se- ^ 

condmide vidi, vici. For, upon hts firft arrival, his 

o '^""'very prcfence, without, drawing his fword,, 
prevailed fo miiCh, as all the Petty Kings, or 
Great Lords, within Letnfler, Connaught, and 
Munfter, fubmitted themfelves utito him, pro- 
niifed to pay him tribute, and aeknowledged 
him their chief and fovereign Lord. Befides, 
the better to aflure this inconftant -Sca-nymph: 
(who was foeafrfy won) tTie Pope would needs 
give her unto him with a ring ; Cbnjugip jun- 
gam ftabili, prspriamque dfcabo. But as the 
conquefl was but flight -and fuper6cial, fo the 
Pope's donation, and the Irilh fubmiOionSf 
were but weak and fickle affuranccs. For, zt 
- the Pope had no more intereft in this kingdom,! 
than he who offered to Chrift all the king- 
doms of the earth ; fo the Irifh pretend, thai ' 
Ky their law,' a Tanift might do no aft, tliat 
might bind his fucceffor. Biit this was. tbs 
bell aflurance he ' coald get from io maajr 
ftrong nations of people, with fo weak a 
power : and yet he was fo well plcafcd with 
this 
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this title of the LordlhipoiF Ireland > that he 
placed it, in his royal ftyie, before the Dut- 
chies of Normandy and Aquitaine. And fo, 
being advertifed of fome ftirs raifed by his 
unnalural fons in Englatid, Within five months 
after his firft arrival, he departed out of Ire- 
land without ftriking one blow^ or building 
one caftle, or planting one garrifon among 
the Irifli: neither left he behind him one 
true fubjeft more than thofe he found there 
at his coming over, which were only the Eng- 
Ii(h adventurers Ipoken of before, who had 
gained the port towns in Leinfterand Munfter, 
and poffeffed fome fcopes of land thereunto 
adjoining, partly by Sirongbow's alliance with 
the Lord of Leinfter, and partly by plain inva- 
fion and conqueft. 

And this is that conqueft of King Henry the 
Second, fo much fpoken of, by fo many wri- 
ters, which though it was in no other manner 
than before exprefled, yet is the entire con- 
queft of all Ireland attributed unto him. 

But the truth is, the conqueft of Ireland 
was made piece and piece, by flow fteps and 
degrees, and by feveral attempts, in feveral 
ages. There were fundry revolutions, as well 
of the Englilh fortunes, as of the Irith ; fome- 
times one prevailing, fometimes the other; and 
Da it 
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it was never brought to a fall period, ffllhi* 
Majefty that now is came to the crown. 

As for King Henry the Second, he was far 
from obtaining thai monarchy royal, and true 
fovereignty which his Majefty (who now 
re!gneth),hath over the Irilh. For the Irifb ■ 
Lords did only promife to become tributaries 
to King Henry the Second. . And fuch as pay 
only tribute, though they be placed by Bodin* 
in the Brfl: degree of "fubjeftion, are not pro- 
perly fubjeifls but fovereigns. For, though 
they be lefs and inferior unto the Prince to 
'whom they pay tribute, yet they hoM all other 
points <^ fovereignty ; acid having paid their 
■ tribute which they promifed, to have their 
peace, they are quit of all othei" duties, as the 
fame Bodin writeth. And therefore, 'though 
King Henry the Second had the title of Sove^ 
reign Lord over the Iriih, yet did be not put 
thofe things in execution, which are the tru* 
marks and differences of fovereignty. 
The true For, to give laws unto a people; to infti- 
tute magiftrates and officers over them ; to p«- 
nifh and pardon malefaftors ; to have the fole , 
authority of makii>g war and peace, and the 
like; are true marks of fovereignty ; which 
King Henry the Second had not in the Iriih 
countries, 
■ ■• Bodin de RtpjA. 
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countries, but the Irifti Lords did ftjll retain 
all ihefe prerogatives to themfelves. 

For they governed their people by the Bre- 
hon law ;- they made their own magiftrates and 
officers ; they pardoned and punifhed all ma- 
lefactors within their feveral countries; they 
made war and peace one with another without 
controlment ; and this they did not only dur- 
ing the reign of King Henry the Second, but 
afterwards in all times, even until the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth : And it appearetb what 
manner of fnbjefts thefe Irifh Lords were, by 
(he concord made between K. Henry the Se- 
cond, and Roderick O'Cotmor the Irifh King 
of Connaught, in the year 1175, which is re- 
corded by Houeden* in this form: Hie tfi 
.finis iS Concordia, inter aominum Regent ^nglia 
Heifricum,filium Imperairtcis, €5* Rodericum Re- 
gem Cona£ia, Jcilicett quod Rex'^c. AngliiK con' 
cejfit frtsdi£i. Roderico Ugeo homini fuo, ut fit 
Rex fiib eo paralus ad ferviltum fuum, ut homo 
fuus, &ff. And the Commiflion, whereby King 
Henry the Second made William Fitz-Adelme 
his Lieutenant of Ireland, hath this dire<5Uon; 
Arcbiefijci^is, Epi/copis, Regibui, Comiiibus, Ba- 
Tpnibus, (^ omnibus fidelibus fuis in Hibernia, 
SaJutem. Whereby it is manifeft, that he 
gave 

* H*iitdn m Hnirict SrcmiJt, f»l. 51a. 
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gave thofe Irifii Lords the title and ftyle of 
Kings. 

. King John* likewife did^grant divers char- 
ters to the King of Connaught, which remaia 
in the Tower of London. And afterwards in 
the time of King Henry the Third, we find 
in the Tower a grant made to the King of 
Thomond, in. thefe words, i^ex Regi Tof- 
mond ^ falutem. Concejfttaus vohis lerrtm Tol^ 
mond quam prius ienuijiis, per firmam centum 6? > 
iriginta marcarum ; Tenendum de nobis u/qae ad 
atalem mfiram: And in the Pipe Rolls J re- 
maining in, Bremigham's Tower, in the Caflle 
of Dublin, upon fundry accounts of the Se- 
neihal of Ulfter (when that earldom was in the 
King's hands, by reafon of the minority of 
the Earl), the entry of all fuch charges as 
were made upon O'Neale, for rent-beeves, or 
for aids towards the maintenance of the King's 
wars, are in this form, O'Neale Regulus f 400, 
vaccai pro arreragio r^ddit ; O'Neale Regulus, 
100 //. de Auxilio Domini Regis ad guerram fuam 
in IVaJconia Jufiinendam. And in one roll the 
thirty- 

■■ * 6 ^ohenni$ QauJ. mimbran^ iB. If Jo'ipnm Chart. 
IB. 3. f 6. f/fH. ^. chart ^.m,2. ' 

I Archiv. it Ca/re Dublin. 
\ 4* //«. 3. CompelHS Will, <U id Zeucb. 
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•Airty-lixth of Henry the Third*. O'iS/cale 
Rex, loo li. de Auxilio domini Regis adguerram 
Jiiam in IVallia fujiineniam. Which feemed 
ftrange to me, that the King's civil officer 
fliould give him that flyle upon record, unlefs 
he meant it in that fenfe as Maximilian fhe 
the Emperor did, when fpeaking of his dif- 
obedient fubjetfts ; " The title" (faid he) "of 
" Rex Return, doth more properly belong to 
" me, than to any mortal Prince, for all my 
** fubjeifls do live as Kings; they obey me in 
" nothing, but do what they lift." And truly, 
in that fenfe thefe Irifh Lords might not un*- 
fitly be termed Kitlge. But to fpeaU in proper 
terms, we muft fay with the Latin Poet, ^«i 
Rex eft, Regem maxime non babeat. But touch- 
ing thefe Irifh Kings, I will add this note out 
of an ancient manufcript, the black book of 
Chrift-Church in Dublin. Ifti Reges nan fue- 
runt ordinati folemnitate alkujus ordinis, 'nee 
mnionis facramento, nee jure bareditario, velali- 
qua froprietaiis fuccejftone, fed vi ^. armis quili- 
het regnum fuum obtinuit : and therefore, they 
had no juft caufe to complain, when a ftrOn- 
ger king than themfelves became a King' and 
I^rd over them. But let us return to our 
purpofe, 

• 36 Hrn. 3. Compttui Hukerli dt Rtuly, 
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purpofe, anc) fee the proceeding of the mar* 
tial affairs. 
How the King Henry the Second being returned into 
profecut. England, gave the Lordfliip of Ireland unto 
^e"of '^^ ^""^^ John his youngeft fon, fumamed, 
before that time, Sam Terre. • And the 
pope confirming that gift, fent him a jprowq 
of peacocks feathers, as Pope Qement the 
Eighth fent the fpather of a pbcenix (as hecalU 
ed it) to the traitor Tjrone. This young Prince, 
the King's fon, being but twelve years of age, 
-with a train of young noblemen and gentleman, 
to the number of three hundred, but, not with 
any main army, came over to take poOcflbn 
of his new patrimony, and being arrived at 
Waterfprd, divers Irifli Lords (who had fub- 
mitted ihemfelves to his father) came to per- 
form the lik^ duty to him. But that youth" 
ful company ufing them with fcti'rn, becaufe 
their demeanours were but rude and bar- 
barous, they went away much difcontented, 
and raifed a general rebellion againA him. j* 
^^hereby it wds made manifeft, that the fub- 
minion of the Irifh Lords, and the donation of 
the Pope, were but flender and weak affur- 
ances for a kingdom. 

Here- 

• Ginddut CanJ/renfii. t Cir*14uf Omirnfit., 
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Hereapon this young Lord was revoked, aad 
Sir Jobn de Courcy fent over, - npt with the 
King's army, but with a company of volunteers. 
in number four hundred* or there-about. 
With thcfe he attempted the conqucft of Ul- 
fter, and in four or five encounters did fo beat 
the Irifh of that province *, as that he gained the 
maritime coafts thereof, from the Boyne to the 
Bann ; and thereupon was made Earl of UI- 
fter. So as now the Englilh had gotten good 
footing inall the provinces of Ireland. In the 
firll three provinces of Leinfter, Munller, and 
Connaught, part by the fword and part by fub- 
milTion and alliance ; And lafty in Ulfler, by the 
invafion and vitflories of Sir John de Courcy. 

From this time forward, until the feven- 
teenth year of King John (which was a fpace of 
more than thirty years) there was no army 
tranfoiitted out of England, to finifh the con- 
qucft. Hqwbeit in the mean time, the Eng- 
iifh adventurers and colonies already planted 
in Ireland did win much ground upon the Irilh ; 
namely, thp Earl Strongbow, having married 
the daughter of Mac Murugh, in Leinfter ; the 
l^cies in Meth ; tbe Giraldjans and other ad- 
venturers in Munfter; the A(ideleyes, Ger- 
nons, Chntons, Ruffels, and other volunteers 
of 

* Giraldui Camirin/ii; 
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of Sir John de Courcy*s retinue in Ulfler i and 
theBourkes (planted by William Fitz-Adelme) 
in Connauglit. Yet were the Engliih reputed 
but part owners of Ireland at this time, as ap- 
peareih by the commiffion of the Pope's Le- 
gate in the 'time of King Richard the Firft, 
whereby he had power to exercife his jurifdic- 
tion, in Ang€Ua, fPallia, ac Hits Hibernia parli- 
.ius, is quibtts Johannes Moretonii Comes pofejia- 
ismbabet el dominium, as it is recorded by Mat. 
Paris.* 

King John, in the twelfth year of his reign 
came over again into Ireland : the ftories of 
iJiat tinie fay with a great army, but the cer- 
tain numbers are not recorded : yet it is credi- 
ble, in regard of the troubles wherewith' this 
King was diftrefled in England, that this army 
was not of fufficient ftrength f to make an en- 
tire cc«iqueft of Ireland ; and if it had been of 
fufficient ftrength, yet did not the Kirtg ftay a 
fufficient time to perform fo great an adion, for 
he came over in June, and returned in Septem- 
ber the fame year. Howbeit, in that time, the 
Irifh lords,, for the moft part, fubmitted them- 
felves to him, as they had done before to his 
iaxher: which was. but a niere mockery and 
impofture; for his back was no fooner turn- 
ed, 

* Malib. PtiriiiaHkhMrdo Prims, fe, IJig-t Matlh. Paris, 
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ed, but they returned to their former. rebelH- 
.'on: and yet this was reputed a fecondconqueft. 
And fo this King, giving order for the 
building of fome caflles upon the borders of 
the Englifli colonies, left behind him the Bi- 
Ihop of Norwich, for the civii government of 
the land ; but he left no ftandingarmyto profe- 
pute the conqueft : only the Englilh colonies 
which were already planted, were left to 
themfelves to maintain what they had got, 
and to gain more if they couldi 

The perfonal prefence of thefe two great 
princes, King Henry the Second, and King 
John, though they performed no great thing 
with their armies, gave fuch countenance to 
the Englifh colonies, which increafed daily 
by the coming over of new volunteers and ad- 
Tenturers out of England, as that they enlarg- 
ed their territories very much. Howbeit after 
this time the Kings of England, cither becaufe 
they prefumed that the Englifh colonies were 
flrong enough to root out the Irilh by degrees, 
or elfe becaufe they were diverted or difubled 
otherwife, (as (hall be declared hereafter) ne- 
ver fent over any royal army, or any numbers 
of men worthy to be called an army, into Ire- 
land, until the thirty-fixth year of King 'Ed- 
ward the Third, when LionellDuke of Cla- 
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rcnce, the Kin^s fecond fon, having married 
the daughter and heir of Ulfter, was fent OTer 
with an extraordinary power, in rcfppfi of the 
lime, (for the wars betwixt England and 
France were then in their heat) as weU to re- 
cover his Earldom of Ulfter, which was then 
over-run and poffeffed by the Irilh, ^ as to re- 
form the Englifh colonies, which were become 
ftrangely degenerate throughout the whole 
kingdom. 
Tliis For though King Henry the Third gave the 

S"r *^°'*= ^^"^ °^ Ireland to Edward the Prince, 
"*'""'' his eWeft fon and hts heirs, lift quod nonfepare- 
wih an iur a corona Anglice*. Whereupon it was 
b the ** ' ^yled the land of the Lord Edward the King's 
treafuryat eldeft fon : and all the officers of the land, . 

Weftmm- , % • 

fcr. were called the ofBcers of Edward Lord 
of Ireland ; and though this Edward were one 
of the moft a-flive Princes that ever lived in 
England, yet did he not,- either in the life time 
of his father, or during his own reign, come 
over in perfon, or tranfmit any'army into Ire- 
land, but on, the other fide, he drew fundry 
aids and fupplies of men out of Ireland to ferve 
him in his wars in Scotland, Wales, and Gaf- 
coigne. And again, though King Edward the 
Second 

♦ Jrckiv. inCaffrt Dablii,id Acbiv, Tktr. 5a Htn. 3 
fount. Hi' 9- 
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^Second fcnt over Kers Gaveflon with a greit ' 

retinue, it was never ititended he fhould per- 
fed the conqueft of Ireland; for the' King 
could not want his company fo long a time as 
muft have been fpent in the finifhing of fo te- 
dious a work. 
So then, in all that fpace of time, between **** ^'^ 

martial )l^• 

the twelfth year of King John, and the thirty- fairs were 
fixth year of King Edward the Third, contain- f^JJ„ ^^^^ 
ine one hundred and fifty years, or there- twe'ftl" 

■^ year of 

abouts, although there was a continual bor- King John 
dering war between the Englifh, and the Irilh. |°.fil,j'^ 
there came no royal army out of England, to King Ed- 
' make an end of the war. But the chief go- Third, 
vernors of the realm, who were at firft call- 
ed Cuftodti Hihtrnia, and afterwards Lords 
JuAices, and the Englifh lords who had got- 
ten fo great pofieffioiis and royahies, as that 
they prefumed to make war and peace with- 
out diredioti from the ilate, did levy all their 
forces within the land. But thofe forces 
were weakly fupplied and ill governed, as I 
faid before: weakly fupplied with men and 
money, and governed with the worft difci- 
plioc that ever was feen among men of war ; 
and no marvel, for it is an infallible rule, that 
an army ill paid is ever unruly and ill govern- 
ed. The ftaoding forces here were fcldom or 
never 

r,T-A..ii.yG(.Kl'^lc' 
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never reinforced out of England; and Aich 
as were either fent from thence, or raifed 
here, did commonly do more hurt and damage 
to the EngUfli fubjefts than to the Irifh ene* 
mies, by their continual cefs and extortion;' 
■which mifchief did arife, by reafon that little 
or no treafure was fent out of England to pay 
the foldiers wages : only the King's revenue 
in Ireland was fpent, and wholly fpent, in the 
public fervice ; and therefore, in all the an- 
cient pipe-rolls* in the times of Henry the 
Third, Edward the Firft, Edward the Second, 
and Edward the Third, between the receipts 
and allowances, there is this entry ; In Thefauro 
nihil : for the officers of the Hate and the army 
fpent all ; fb, as there was no furplus of trea- 
fure ; and yet that all was not fufficient. For " 
in default of the King's pay,, as well the ordi- 
nary forces, which flood continually, as the 
extraordinary, which were levied by the Chief 
Governor, upon journeys and general hoft-. 
ings, were for the moft part laid upon the poor 
fubjeA defcended of Englifh race; how belt 
this burthen was in fbme meafura tolerable in 
the time of King Henry the Third, and King 
Edward the Firft; but in the time of King ' 
Edward the Second, Maurice Fitz-Thomas of 
Defmond, 

* ^rebiv. in Caflrt Dt&liK, 
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belmond. being Chief Commander of the 
army againft the Scots, began that wicked ex- 
tortion of Coin and Livery, and pay ;* that is, 
he and his army took horfe-meat, and man's- 
meat, and money at their pleafure, without 
any ticket, or other fatisfaftion. And this 
was, after that time, the general fault of all 
the governors and commanders of the army in 
this land. Only thegolden faying of Sir Tho- - 
mas Rookeiby.f who was Juftice in the thirti- 
eth year of King Edward the Third, is record- 
ed in all the annals of this kingdom, That he 
would eat in wooden difhes, but would pay 
for his meat gold and filver. Befides, the 
EngliQi colonies being difperfed in every pro- 
vince of this kingdom, were enforced to keep 
continual guards upon the borders and march- 
es round about them ; which guards confifting 
of idle foldiers, were likewife impofed as a 
continual burthen upon the poor Englifh free-* 
holders, whom they oppreifcd and impovcT 
riihed in the fame manner. And becaiife the 
great Engiifli lords and captains had powef to 
impofe this charge, when and where they 
pleafed,! many of the poor freeholders were 
glad 

• Sia/m. 10. H. 7. Ctp. 4. StI. ParlUm. in Cafim DabUi. 

+ jfnnalet HiberKii in Camden. 
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g^ad to giv6 tidto thofe lords a great t>3rt of 
. their lands, to hold the rcfl free from that ex- 
tortion ; and lUany otherst ooi being able to 
endure that intolerable opprefliont did utterly 
quit their freeholds, and returned into Eng- 
land. By tbefe means the' Englifh colonies 
grew poor and weak, though the EngHlii lords 
grew rich and liitghty ; for they placed Irifh 
tenants upon the lands relinqutfhed by the 
Englifh ; upon tbem they levied all Irifli ex- 
a^ions ; with them they married, and ibfter- 
ed, and made goITips; fo as within one age 
the Englifh, both lords and freeholders, be" 
came degenerate and mere Irifli in their lan- 
guage, in their apparel, in their arms and 
manner of fight, and all other cuftoms of .life 
whatfoever. 

By this it appeareth why the extortion of 
Coin and Livery is called, in the old ftatutes 
of Ireland, a damnable cuilom, and the im- 
pofing and taking thereof made high treafon.* 
And it is faid in an ancient difcourfe of the 
decay of Ireland, thai though it were firft in- 
vented in hell, yet if it had beeo ufed and 
praflifed there, as it hath been in Ireland, it 
had long fince deftroyed the very kingdom of 
Beelzebub. In this manner was the war of 
Ireland 
i • Siatm. n.H.^enf. 6. Batm Fingles, M. S. 



'( « ) ' 

Ireland carried, before the coming over of 
Lionel Duke of Clarence. 

This young prince, being Earl of Ulfter, . 
and Lord of Connaught, in right of his wife, 
(who was daughter and heir of the lord Wil- 
liam Bourke, the laft Earl of Ulfter of that 
family, ilain by treachery at Knockfergus) 
was made the King's Lieutenant of Ireland, 
" and fent over with an army, in the thirty-fixth yjiej^my 
year of King Edward the Third, the roll and tianfmit- 
lift of which army doth' remain of. record in Lionel 
the * King's Remembrancer's Office in England curence 
(in the prefs dt Rebus tangentibm Hiberniam) the thirty-: 
and does not contain above fifteen hundred Edward 
men by the poll; which becaufe it differs"''™'*'* 
fomewhat from the manner of this age, both 
in refpei^ of the command and the entertain- 
ment, I think it not. impertinent to take a 
brief view thereof. 

The Lord Lionel Was general, and under 
him Ralph Earl of Stafford. James Earl of 
Ormond, Sir John Carew, Banneret, Sir Wil- 
liam Winfor, and other Knights, were com- 
manders. 

The entertainment of the General upon hts 

fitlt arrival, was but fix Ibillings and eight 

pence per diem, for himfelf ; for live knights, 

E two 
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tw© Hiillings a-piece,' per diem ; for fixty-four 
efquires, twelve pence a-piece, ^ <^/«« ; for 
feventy archers, fix pence a-piece per diets. 
But being ftiortly after created Duke of Cla- 
rence (which honour was conferred upon him 
being here in Ireland) his entertainment was 
raifed to twelve Ihillings and four pence per 
diem, for himfelf, and for eight knights, two 
ftiillings a-piece per diem, with an encreafe of 
the numbers of his archers ; Hiz. three hun- 
dred and fixty archers on horfeback, out of 
Lancafliire, at fix pence a-piece per diem, and 
twenty-three archers, out of Wales, at one 
penny a-picccper diem. 

The Earl of Stafford's enterfainment was, 
for himfelf fix (hillings and eight pence per 
diem; for a banneret, four Ihiltings ptr diem-; 
for feventcen knights, two fliillmgs a-pieee 
per diem ; for feventy-eight efquires, twelve - 
pence a-piece per diem ; for one hundred ar- 
chers on horfeback, fix pence a-piece per diem, 
Befides, be had the command of twenty-four 
archers out of StafFordftiire, forty archers out 
of Worcefterfliire, and fix archers out of 
Shropfliire, at four pence a-piece per diem. 

The entertainment of James Earl of Or- 

mond was, for himfelf four (hillings per diem ; 

for two knights, two Ihillings a-piece per ditm ; 

for 
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for twenty-fevert efquires, twelve pence a- 
piece per diem ; for twenty hoblers, armed 
(the Irith horfemcn were fo called, becaufe 
they fervcd on hobbies), fix pence z-^iccc pet' 
diem ; arid for twenty hoblers, not armed, 
four pence a-ptece per diem. 

The entertainment of Sir John Carew, ban- 
neret, wds, for himfelf four (hillings per diem ; 
for one knight, two Ihillings per diem ; for 
eight efquires, twelve pence a-piece per diem ; 
for ten archers on horfeback, fix pence a-, 
piece per diem. - 

The entertainment of Sir William Winfor 
was, for himfelf two ftiillings per diem ; for ' 
two knights, two fhillings a-piece per diem ; 
for forty-nine efquires, twelve pence a-piece 
per diem ; for fix archers on horfeback, fix 
pence a-piece p^ diem. 

The like entertainment, rateably, were al- 
lowed to divers knights and gentlemen upon 
(hat lift, for therafclves and their feveral reti- 
nues, whereof fome were greater, and fome 
lefs, ,d9 they tbemfelves eould raife them 
among their tenants and followers. 

For in ancient times the King himfelf did The man- 

, . . . ■• • J- ner of lo- 

not levy nis armies by ms own immediate vj.ing fou 
authority of commiffion, but the lords and f^"^^^'^ 
captains did, by indenture, covenant with the ago. 
E » King, 
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King, to ferve him in his ,wars with certain 
numbers of men, for certain wages and en- 
tertainments, which they raifed in greater or 
lefs numbers, as they had favour or power 
with the people. This courfe hath beea 
changed in later times upon good reafon of 
ftate : For the barons and chief gentlemen of 
the realm, having power to ufe the King'* 
prerogative in that point, became too popular; 
whereby they were enabled to raife forces 
'. even againft the crown itfelf, which fincc the 
flatutes made for levying and muftering of , 
foldiers, by the King's fpecial commiflion, they 
cannot fo eafily perform, if they fliould forget 
their duties. 
What fer- This Lord- Lieutenant, with this fmall army, 
J[|",^^* performed no great fervice ; and yet, upon 
of Cla- bis coming over, all men who had land in Ire- 
formed, land, were by proclamation* remanded back 
out of England thither, and both the clergy 
and laLty of this land, gave two years profits 
of all their lands and tithes, towards the 
maintenance of the war here : only he fup- 
prefled fome rebels in Low Leinfter, and re- 
covered the maritime parts of his earldom of 
Ulfter. But his bell fervice did confift in the 
well- 

* Jretif. Turr. i&'Edv;. ^. Clauf.m. ai. in lU^/f,^ m. 



C 57 ) 
well-governing of his army, and in holding ' 
that famous Parliament at Kilkenny ; wherein 
the extortion of the foldiers, and the dege- 
nerate manners of the Englifh (briefly fpoken 
of before) were difcovered, and laws made to 
teforra the fame : which fhall be declared 
more at large hereafter. 

The next Lieutenant, tranfmitted with any Sir Wil- 
forces out of England, was Sir William Win- fo™Lieu' 
for ; who, in the forty-fevenih year of King Knam, 

^. : ° foriy-fe- 

Edward the Third, undertopk the cuftody, vemh of 
not the conqueft of this land (for now the ^I'^tfrd. 
Eaclllh made rather a defenfive than an inva- His force* 

and fer- 

five war) ; and withal, to defray the v, hole vice, 
charge of the kingdom, for eleven thoufand 
two hundred and thirteen pounds, fix ftiil- 
lings and eight pence, as appears by the in- 
denture between him and the King, remain- 
ing on record in the Tower of London.* But 
it appears by that which Froiflard reports, 
that Sir William Winfor was fo far from fub- 
duing the Irifti, as he hirafelf reported : That 
he could never have f accefs to underfland 
and know their countries, albeit he had fpent 
more time in the fervice of Ireland, than any 
Englifhman then living. 



And 
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The ftaie And here I may well take oecafioB to ftjew 

venue of *^^ vanhy of that which is reported in the 

Ireland.inftory of Walfingham, touching the revenue 

Edward of the crown of Ireland, in the time of King 

the Third. EjJ^^^jJ the Third, For he fetting forth the 

ftate of things there, ifi the time of King 

Richard the Second, writeth thus J Cum Rex 

jinglia illitftrUf Eihuardus Terlius, illic pofuiffit 

pancum fuum aique Judices, (um Jcaccario, perce- 

f'tl inde ad regalem fifcum annuatim triginta miilia 

lihrarum ; modo propter ah/gptiam Hgeorupi, £^ 

boftium poteniiam, nihil inde venit ; fed Rex per 

finnos Jinguhs, de fua marfupio, terrfS defenfori-' 

bus foluit irigitfia millia marcarum, ad regrti/ui 

dcdecus et Jifci grandi£imum detrimentum. 

If this writer had known, that the Kbg's 
Courts had been efiabltOied in Ireland more 
than a hundred years before King Edward the 
Third was born, or had feen either the Parlia- 
ment" rolls in England, or the records of the 
receipts and ilTues in Ireland, he bad not left 
this vain report to pofterity. • For both the 
Benches and the Exchequer were ereifted in 
the twelfth year of King John. And it Is re- 
corded in the parliament rolls of the twenty- 
Arft of Edward the Third, remaining it) the 
Tower, 

X tValfinghamU Riclard. t; 
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Tower, that the commons of England made 
petition that it might be enquired why the 
King received rto benefit of his land of Ireland, 
confidering he poffefled more there than any 
of his anceftors had before him. Now, if the 
King at that time, when there were no ftand- 
ing forces maintained there, had received thir- 
ty thoufand pounds yearly at his Exchequer 
in Ireland, he rtiuft needs have made profit 
hy that; land, confidering that the whole 
charge of the kingdom, in the forty-feventh 
year of Edward the Third (when the King 
did pay an army there), did amount to no 
more than eleven thoufand and two hundred 
.pounds* per annum, as appeareth by the con- 
traft of Sir William Winfor. 

Befides, it is manifeft by the Pipe-Rolls of 
that time, whereof many are yet preferved in 
Bremingham's Tower; and are of better cre- 
dit than any Monk's ftory, that during the , 
reign •{■ of King Edward the Third, the reve- 
nue of the crown of Ireland, both certain and 
cafnal, did not rife unto- 10,000!. per annum, 
though the medium be taken of the heft feven 
years that are to be found in tijat King's time. 
The like fable hath Hollinglheadj touching 
the 

. * 47 Ed. 3. elauf. pfrf. 1 «. 24 J:? z6. 
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the revenue of the earldom of Ulfter ; which 
(faith he) in the time of King Richard the 
Second, was thirty thoufand marks by the 
year ; whereas in truth, though the lordfliips 
of Connaught and Meth (which were then 
parcel of the inheritance of the Earl of Ulfter) 
be added to the account, the revenue of that 
earldpm came not to the third part of what 
he writeth. For the account of the profits of 
Ulfter yet remaining in Bremingham's Tower, 
made by William Fitz-Warren, • fenefchal 
and farmer of the lands in Ulfter, feized into 
the King's hands after the death of Walter de 
Burgo, Earl of Ulfter, from the fifth year 

" of Edward the Third, until the eighth year, 
do amount but to nine hundred and odd pounds, 
at what lime the Irifti had not made fo great 
an invafion upon the earldom of Ulfter, as 
they had done in the time of King Richard 
the Second. 

As vain a thing it is, that I have feen writ- 
ten in an ancient manufcript, touching the 
cuftoms of this realm in the time of King Ed- 
ward the Third, that thofe duties in thofedays 
ftiould yearly amount to ten thoufand marks, 
which by my own fearch and view of the re- 

^.fords here, I can juftly controul. For upon 
tha 

* Arcbiv. in Cfflrc Dublin. 5 Edw. jt 
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the late reducing of thisantietit inheritance of 
the crown, which had been detained, in moft 
of the port towns of this realm, for the fpace 
of a hundred years and upwards, I ttwk fome 
pains (according to the duty of my place) to 
vifit all the Pipe-Rolls, wherein the accounts 
of cuftoms are contained, and found thofe 
duties anfwered in every port, for two hun- 
dred and fifty years together, but did not find 
that at any time they did excedd a thoufand 
pounds per annum; and no marvel, for the 
fubfidy of poundage was hot then known, and 
the greateft profit did arife by the cocquetof 
hides ; for wool, and wool-felts were ever of 
little value in this kingdom. 

But npw again let us fee how the martial 
affairs proceeded in Ireland. Sir WilHam 
Winfor continued his government till the lat- 
ter end of the reign of King Edward the 
Third, keepihg, but not enlarging the Englilh. 
borders. 

In the beginning of the reign of King Rich- How the 
ard the Second the ftate of England began to ceeded in 
think of the recovery o'f Ireland: _forthenwas '^^"ni^o' 
'ft^firft.ftatute made againft abfentees, com- Richard 
manding all fuch as had land in Ireland, • to cond. 
return and refide thereupon, upon pain to for- 
feit 

• 3 Rich. 2, Arcbiv. Txrr, Ret. Purliam. 42. 
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<Mt two-third parts of the profits thereof.—— 
Again, this King, before himfelf intended to 
pafs over, committed the government of this 
realm to fuch great lords fuccefliyely, as he did 
moft love and favour : firft to the Earl of Ox- 
ford, his chief minion, whom he created Mar- 
quis of Dublin, and Duke of Ireland : next to 
the Duke of Surry, his half brother: and laftly, 
to the Lord Mortimer, Earl of March and Ul- 
iler, liis coufin and heir apparent. 

Among the patent rolls in the Tower, the 
ninth year of Richard the Second, • we find 
five hundred men at arms at twelve pence a- 
piece per diem ; and a thoufand archers at fix 
pence a-piece per diem, appointed for the 
Duke of Ireland, Juper conqueftu illius terrte per 
dues annbs : for thofe are the words of that re- 
cord ; but for the other two lieutenants, 1 do 
not find the certain numbers, whereof their 
armies did confift ; but certain it is, that 
they were fcarce able to defend the Englifli 
borders, much lefs to reduce the whole Iflaod. 
For one of them, namely, the Earl of March, 
was himfelf flain upon the borders of Mfeth ; 
for revenge of whofe death, the King himfelf 
made his fecond voyage into Ireland, in the 
laft year of his reign. For his firft voyage in ■ 
the eighteenth year of his reign, ^which was 
indeed 

• Pal. Z . par/, I) Rieh. a. 24. 
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indeed a voyage-royal) was made upon ano- 
ther motive and occafion, which was this ; Up- 
on the vacancy of the Empire, • this King hav- 
ing married the King of Bohemia's daughter 
(whereby he Jiad great alliance in Germany) 
did by his AmbafTadors folicit the Princes Elec- 
tors to choofe him Emperor f : but another 
being elected, and his AmbalTadors returned, 
he would needs know of them the caufe of his 
repulfe in that competition : they told him 
plainly that the Princes of Germany did not 
think him fit to command the Empire, who 
was neither able to hold that which his ancef<- 
tors had gained in France, nor to rule his in- 
folvent fubjeds in England, nor to mailer his 
rebellious people of Ireland. This was enough 
to kindle in the heart of a young prince a de- 
fire to perform fome great enterprife ; And 
therefore Bnding it no fit time to attempt 
France, he refolved to fi^ifh the conqueft of 
Ireland ; and to that end he levied a mighty 
army, confifting of four thoufaqd men at arms, 
and thirty ihoufand archers, which was a fuf- 
ficient power to have reduced the whole Iflaod, 
if he had firft broken the Irifh with a war, 
and after efiablifhed the Englilh laws among 
them, and not have been fatisfied with their 
light 

• IValfingbam ia Richard ifie StMiui. 
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light fubmiflions only, wherewith in all ages 
they have mocked and abufed the ftaie of 
England. But the Iridt lords, knowing this 
to be a fure policy to diSblve the forces which 
they were not able to refill (for their anceftors 
bad put the fame trick and impollure upon 
King John, and King Henry the Second,) as 
foon 39 the King was arrived with his army, 
■which he -brought over under St. Edward's 
banner (whofe name was had in great venera- 
tion amongft the Irifti) * they all made offer to 
fuboiit themfelves. Whereupon the Lord 
Thomas Mowbray, Earl of Nottingham, and 
Marfhal of England, was authorized by fpecial 
commifiion, to receive the -f- homages and oaths 
of fidelity, of all the Irifh of Leinfter. And 
the King himfelf having received humble let- 
ters from O'Neal (wherein he ftyleth himfelf 
Prince of the Irifh in Ulfter, and yet acknow- 
ledgeih the King to be his Sovereign "Lord, 
(^perpetuus Dominui Hibernia,) zemaweA to Dro- 
gheda, to accept the like fubmiflions from the 
Irifh of Ulfter. The men of Leinfter, namely 
MacMurrogh,0'Byrne,0*Moore,0'Murrough, 
O'Nolan, and the chief of the Kinlhelaghes, in 
an humble and folemn manner did their ho- 
mages, and made their oaths of fidelity to the 
, Earl 

* Slo'w in Rich, iht Srcond, 
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Earl MarihaU laying afide their girdles, their 
ikins and their caps, and falling down at hi» 
feet upon their knees ; which when they h^d 
performed, the Earl gave unto each of them 
efcvlum pads. 

Befides they were bound by feveral inden- 
tures, upon great pains to be paid to the apof- 
tolick chamber, not only to continue loyal 
fubj^Os, but that by a certain day prefixed, 
they and al! their fword-men fliould clearly 
relinquish and give up unto the King and his 
fucceflbrs all their lands and pofTefltons which 
they held in Leinfter, and (taking with them 
only their moveable goods) (hould ferve hitn 
in bis wars againft his other, rebels. In con- 
iideration whereof, the King Ihould give them 
pay and penfions during their lives, and beftow 
the inheritance of all fuch lands upon them, as 
they ftiould recover from the rebels, in any 
other part of the realm. And thereupon, a 
penfion of eighty merks per annum, was grant- 
ed to Art'Mac Murrogh, Chief of the Caua- 
n^hes ; the enrollment whereof I found in 
the white book of the Exchequer here. And 
this was the efFeft of the fervice performed by 
the Earl Mar(hal, by virtue "bf his coramiilion. 
The King in like manner received the fubmif- 
fionsoftheLordsof Ulfter; namely, O'N'eale, 
O'Hanlon, 
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O'HanloQ, Mac Donel, Mac Mahon, and 
others ; who with the like humility and cere- 
mony, did homage and fealty to the King's 
own perfon ; the words of O'Neale's homage, 
as they are recorded, are not iinfit to be re- 
membered : Ego Nelanus (TNeale Senior torn fro 
ituipjb, quam prqjifiis tagis, {sf tola Nalione mea 
&? Parentelis meis, 6? pro omttibus fubditis meis 
devenio Ugeps homo vefier, 6ff, And in the 
indenture bet.ween htm and the King, he is 
not only bound to remain faithful to the crowa 
of England, but to reftore the Bonaght of Ul- 
fter to'the Earl of Ulfter, as of fight belong- 
ing to that earldom, and ufurped among other 
things by the O'Nealcs. 

Thefe indentures and fubmiffions, with 
many other of the fame kind, (for there was 
not a chieftain or head of an Irith fept, but 
fubmitted himfelf in one form or other) the 
King himfelf canfed to l>e enrolled and tefti- 
fied by a notary publick, and delivered the 
enrollments with his owh hands to the Biftiop 
of Saliibury, then Lord Treafurer of England, 
fo as they have beoi preferved, and are now 
to be found in the ofHce of the King's remem^ 
brancer there. 

With thefe humilities they fatisfled the 
young King, and by their bowing and bend- 
ing 
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ing avoided the pi-efent ftohn, and fo broke ' 
that army which was prepared to break them. 
For the King having accepted their fubmifH- 
ons, received them in ofcutopacis, feafted them^ 
and given the honour of Knighthood tt> di- 
vers of them, did break up and diffolve his 
army, and retarned into England with much 
honour and fmaH profit, (faith Froiffard) for 
though he had fpent a huge mafs of treafure 
in tranfporting his army, by the countenance 
whereof he drew on their fubmifiions, yet did 
he, not increafe his revenue thereby one fter- 
Ung pound, nor enlarge the Englifti borders 
the breadth of one acre of land ; neither did 
he extend the jurifdi^ion of his courts of 
juftice one-foot further than the Engliih colo- 
nies, wherein it was ufcd and exercifed be- 
fore. Befides, he was no fooner returned ipto 
England, but thofe IriOi lords laid afide their 
maOcs of hamility, and fcorniag the weak 
forces which the King had left behind htm, 
began to infeft the borders ; in defence where- 
of, the Lord Roger Mortimer being then the 
King's Lieutenant, and hen- apparent of the 
crown oi England, was flain, as I faid before. 
Whereupon the King, being moved with juft 
appetite of revenge, came over again in per- 
ibn, in the twenty-fecond year of his reign, 
with as potent an army as be had done before, 
with~ 
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with a full purpofe to make a full coiKjueft of 
Ireland : he landed at Waterford, and paOed 
from thence to Dublin, through the vaft coun- 
tries of the Murroghes, Kinfhelaghea, Caua- 
naghes, Birnes, and Tooles ; his great army 
' was much diftrefled for want of vitftuals and 
carriages,' fb as he performed no memorable 
thing in Ihat journey, only in the Cauanaghes 
country, he cut ^nd cleared the paflesijand 
bellowed the honour of knighthood upon the 
Lord Henry, the Duke of Lancafter's fon, 
who was afterwards King Henry the Fifth, 
and fo came to Dublin,* where entering into 
council how to proceed in the war, he received 
news out of England of the arrival of the ba- 
nifhed Dukeof Lancafter at Ravenfpurg, ufurp- 
ing the legal authority aad arrefting and put- 
ting to death his principal officers. 

This advertifement fuddenly broke off the 
King's purpofe, touching the profecution of 
the war in Ireland, and tranfported him into 
England, where fhortly after he ended both 
his reign and his life. Sjnce whofe time, 
until the thirty-ninth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
there was never any army fent over of a 
competent flrength or power to fubdue the 
Irifh, but the war was made by the EngliJh 
colo- 

• HdlinsJbtadin Richard iht Stcond. 
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iCblonies, only to defend their bordefs ; or if 
any forces were tranfmittcd over, they \vere 
fent only to fupprefs the rebellions of fuch as 
Were defcended of Englilh race, and not to 
enlarge our dominion ovef the Irilh. 

During the feign of King Henry |he Henry tv. 
Fourth, the Lord Thomas of Lancafter, the -j-jj^ Loi-d 
King's fecond fon,-*a3 Lieutenant of Ireland, Thomw 
who fof the firft eight years of that King's carter** 
reign, made the I.ord Scroope, and othersy "''"^*' 
his deputies, who only def?nde!d the marches 
■with forces levied within the land- In the 
eighth year that prince came over in perfon 
with a fmall retiaue. So as wanting a fuf- 
ficient power to' attempt or perform any 
great . fervicc, he returned within feVen 
njonths after into England. Yet during his 
perfonal abode there he was hurt \a his owtl 
perfon within one mile of Dublin, upon an 
encounter with the Irith enemy. He took the 
fubmiflions of O'Birne of the Mouotains, 
Mac Mahon, and O'Rely, by feveral in- 
' dentures,* wherein O'Birne doih covenant, 
^at the King Ihall quietly enjoy the Manor 
of Ncvrcaftle ; Mac Mahon accepteth a State 
in the Ferny for life, rendering ten pound a 
year ; and O'Rely doth promifc to perform 
F fuch 
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facli duties to the Earl of Match and Ulflcr^ 

as were contained in an indenture, dated the 

l8 of Richard the Second. 

Henry V. In ihe time of King Henry the Fifth, there 

came no forces out of England. Howbcit, 

The Lord the Lord Furnival being tlie Kipg's Lieute- 

Fumival's , .... 

fcivice. nant, made a martial circuit, or journey, 

round about the marches and borders of the 
Pale, and brought all the Irilh to the King's 
peace,* beginning with the Birncs, Tooles, 
and Cauanaghes on the South, and fo paflirjg 
to the Moores, O'Goonorsi and OTarals in 
the Weft ; and ending with the O'ReHes, 
Mac Mahons, O'Neales, and O'Hanlons in 
the North. He had power to make them 
feek the King's peace, but not power to re- 
duce them to the obedience of fubje(5ts : yet 
this was then held fo great and worthy a fcr- 
vice, as that the lords and chief gentlemen 
of the Pale made certificate thereof in French 
unto the King, being then in France : which 
I have feen recorded in the White Book of the 
Exchequer at Dublin. Howbeit, his army- 
was fo ill paid and governed, as the Englifti 
fuffered more damage by the cefa of his fol- 
dier3 (for now thai monfter, Coin and Livery, 
which the flawte of Kilkenny had for a time 
a'colifhed. 
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alxilifiied, was rifen again from hell), then 
they gained profit or fecurity, by abating the 
pride of their enemies for a time. 

During the minority of King Henry the Henry VI. 
Sixth, and for the fpace of feven or eight 
years after, the Lieutenants and Deputies 
made only a bordering war upon the Irifh; 
•with frdali and fcattered forces ; howbeit, be- 
caufe there came no treafure out of England 
to pay the foldier, the poor Englifli fobjeifl 
did bear the burthen of the men of war in 
every place, and were thereby fo weakened 
and impoveriihed, as the ftate of things in 
Ireland flood very defperate. 

Whereupon the Cardinal of Winchefter 
(who, after the death of Humphrey Duke of 
Gloucefter, did wholly fway the flatc of Eng- 
land) being defirous to place the Duke of 
Somerfet in the regency of France, took oc- 
cafion to remove Richard Duke of York from itichiM 
that government, and to fend him into'lreland, y^^^if, °^ 
pretending that he was a mod able and wil- fervice. 
ling perfon to perform feryice there, be- 
caufe he had a great inheritanee of his own in 
Ireland, namely the earldom of Ulfter and the 
lordJhips of Connaught and Meth, by defcent 
from Lionel Duke of Clarence. 

Fa We 
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We do not find that this great Lord came 
over with any numbers of waged foldiers, biit 
it appeareih upon what good terms he took 
that government, by the covenants between 
the King and him, which are recorded * and 
confirmed by ad of parliament in Ireland, , 
and were to this effed : 
1. That he fhould be the King's Lieutenant 

of Ireland foi; ten years, 
a. That to fupport the charge of that coun- 
try, he fhould receive alt the King!s reve- 
nues there, both certain and cafual, without 
account. 

3. That he fhould be ftipplied alfo with trea- 
fure out of England, in this manner ; he 
fhould have four thoufand merks for the 
firft year, whereof he fhould be imprefled 
two thoufand pounds beforehand ; and for' 
the other nine years, he fhould receive two 
thoufand pounds per annum. 

4. That he might let to fatm the King's lands, 
and place and difplace all officers at his 
pleafure. 

5. That he might levy and wage what num- 
ber of men he tlioaght fit. 

6. That he might make a Deputy, and return 
at his pleafure. 

We 
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We cannot prefuoie that this Prince kept 
any great army on foot, as' well becaufe his 
means out of England were fo mean, and 
thofe ill paid, as appeareth by his paflionate 
letter written to the Earl of Saliibury, his 
brother in law ; the copy whereof is regifter- 
ed in the ftory of this lime :• as alfo becaufe 
the whole land, except the Englifh Pale, and 
fome part of the earldom of Ulfter, upon the 
fea coafls, werepofleffed by the Irifh ; foas 
the revenue of the kingdom which he was to 
receive did amount to tittle. He kept the 
borders aqd marches of the Pale with much 
ado ; he held many parliaments, wherein 
fundry laws were made for erefting caftles in 
Louth, Meth, and Kildare, to flop theincur- 
Hons of the Irifh. And becaufe the foldiers, 
for want of pay, were feOed and laid upon the 
fubjedls againft their will ; upon the -prayer 
and importunity of the commons, this extor- 
tion was declared to be high treafon.'f' But to 
the end that fome means might be raifed to 
nourifti fome forces for defence of the Pale, 
by another ad of parliament, every twenty 
pound land was charged with the furnilhing 
and maintenance of one archer on horfeback. 
Befides. 

• mU'nglbrad » fifxry ihf Sixth, 
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Beftd^S) the native fubjetfls of Ireland* ibe? 
jng the kingdom utterly ruined,* did pafs in 
iuch numbers into England, as one law was 
made in England to tranfmit them back again ; 
and another law made here to flop their pafr 
fage in every port and creek.f Yet after- 
wards, the greateft, part of the nobility and 
gentry of Meth pafled over into England, and 
were flain with him at Wakefield in YorkT 
fliire. 

Laflly, the ftate of England was fo fer 
from fending an army to fubdue the Irilh at 
this time, as ampng the article of grievances 
(exhibited by the Duke of , York againft King 
Henry the Sixih,J this was one; That divers 
lords about the King, had caufed his High- 
nefs to write letters unto fome of his Irifh 
enemies; whereby they were encouraged to 
attempt the conqueft of the faid land. Which 
letters, the fame Irifh enemies had fent unto 
the Duke, marvelling greatly, that fuch let- 
ters fhould be fern unto them, and fpeaking 
therein great Ihame of the realm of England. 

After this, wheii this great Lord was re- 
turned into England, and making claim to the 
crpwo, 

• Arehiv. Tur. 17, fin, 6. CUuf. m. 30, 
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crown, began the war betwixt the t^to Houfes ; 

it cannot be conceived, but that the kingdom 

fell into a wbrfe and weaker ftate. 

When Edward the Fourth was fettled in Edwarj 

the kingdom of England, he made his brother H(.w the 

George Duke of Clarence Lieutenant of Ire- mgintgin, 

land. This Prince was born in the Caflle of ^.<' '" 'l"* 

time of 
Dublin, during the government of his father, King Ed- 

the Duke of York i yet did he never pafs poutih. 
over into this kingdom, to govern it inperfon, 
though he held the lieutenancy many years. 
But it is manifeft, that King Edward the 
Fourth did not pay any army in Ireland dur- 
ing his reigo ; but the men of war did pay 
themfelves, by taking Coin * and Livery upon 
the country : which extortion grew fo excef- 
five and intolerable, as the Lord Tiptoft, be- 
ing deputy to the Duke of Clarence, was 
enforced to execute the law upon the greateft 
carl in the kingdom ;*f* namely, Defmond, i 

who loft his head at Drogheda for this ofTence. 
Howbeit, that the ftate might not Teem utter- 
ly to negle(5l the defence of the Pale, there 
was a fraternity of men at arms, called the xhe fra- 
Brotherhood of Saint George, ereifted by'*™')"^*' 
Parliament, 

• HallUgJbrad in Edward dt Ffurth. Bitk ef Kr.vlb, 
Mamf. 
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Parliament.^ the fourteenth of Edward tho 
* Fourth, cotififting of thirteen of the moft 
nob!e and worthy pcrfons within the four 
fhires." Of the firft foundation were Thomas 
Earl of Kildare, Sir Rowland Euftace Lord 
of Port-lefter, and Sir Robert Euftace, for 
the county of Kildare ; Robert Lord of 
Howih, the Mayor of Dublin, and Sir Ror 
bert Dowdall, for the county of Dublin ; the 
Vifcount of Gormanfton, Edward Plunket 
Senefliall of Meth, Alexander Plunket, and , 
Barnabe Barnewale, for the county of Meth ; 
the Mayor of Drogheda, Sir Lawrence Taaffe, 
and Richard Bellewe, for the county of Lowth, 
Thefe and their fucceflbrs were to meet year- 
ly, upon Sajnt George's, day ; and to choofe 
one of therofelves to be captain of that Bro- 
therhood for the next year to come : wHich 
captain (hould hav? at his command ope hun- 
" dred and twenty archers on horfeback, forty 
horfemen and forty pagep, to fupprefs outlaws 
and rebels. The w^e? of every archer 
fiiould be fix pence per dim, ^nd every horfe- 
man five pence per diem, and four merks per 
annum. And to pay thefe eplcrtaipfnents, and 
to maintain this new fraternity, there was 
granted unto them by the fame aft of parlia- 
meiit 
• 14 bJ Edw. 4. Rk. Ptrliv», DmHim, 
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ment a fubfidy of poundage, out of all mer^ 
cfaandizes exported or imported throughout 
' the realm (hides, and the goods of freemen 
of Dublin and Drogheda only excepted.) 
Thefe two hundred men were all the flanding 
forces ^3t were then maintained in Ireland : 
and as they were natives of the kingdom, fo 
tfae kingdom itfelf did pay their wages with- 
out expeding any treafure out of England. 

But now the wars of Laqcafter and York Henry 
being ended, and Henry the Seventh being ^^^ 
in the aftual and peaceable poffefllon of the war was 
kingdom of England, let us f^e if this . King ^j ,„ th^ 
did fend over a competent army to make a fl™^?[ 
perfeft conqueft of Ireland. Afluredly, ifryihefe- 
thofetwo idols or counterfeits which werefet**"" " 
up againft him iri the beginning of his reigt], 
had not fou'nd footing and followers in this 
land, King Henry the Seventh had fent neiT 
ther horfe nor foot hither, but left the Pale to 
the gunrd and defence of the fraternity of 
Saint George, which flood till the tenth year ' 
of his reign. And therefore, upon the erec- 
tion of the firft idol, which was Lambert, the 
prieft'sboy, he traofmitted no forces, but fent 
over Sir Richard Edgecomb,* with coramif- 
Con to take an oath of allegiance of all the 
nobility, 

• ^reliv. Rtmem. R'pt apid fVfJIm. 
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nobility, gentry, and citizens of this king- 
dom; which fervice he performed fully, and 
made an exadt return of his comminion to the 
King. And, immedialcly after that, the King 
fent for all the lords of parliament in this 
realm,* who, repairing to his prefenee, were 
firft in a kingly manner reproved by him ; 
for among other things he told them, that if 
their King were (liil abfenl from them, they 
would at length crown apes; but at laft en-^ 
tertained them, and difmifled them graciouf^ 
]y. This courfe of clemency he held at firft ; 
but after, when Perkin Warbeckc, who was 
fet up and followed chiefly by the Giraldines 
in Lernfter, and the citizens of Cork in Mun- 
fter ; to fupprefs this counterfeit, the King 
Sir Ed- ■'^"* "^^'^ ^^^ Edward Poyniqgs, with an army 
ward ^ fas the hiflories calj it), which did not confift 
fetvice. of a thoufand men by the polI;-f and yet it 
brought fuch terror with it, as all the adhe- 
rents of Perkin Warbecke were fcattered, and 
retired for fudcour isto the Irifh countries : 
to the marches whereof he marched with his 
weak forces, but foon returned and held a par-- 
liament jj wherein, among many good laws, 
. one 

* Tit Book ef Howib MoKuf. 

t HMng/bead in Henry the Srutnti^ 

t R'l. Pai-lia/n. <« Caps Dablin. 
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pne aft was madei ihat no fubjeft [(houI4 
piakeany war or peace within the land, with- 
out the fpecial Ircenfe of the King's Lieute-f 
nant or Deputy. A manifeft argun^ent, that 
at thgt time the bordering wars in this king- 
dom were made ahogether by volunteers, 
upon their own head, without any pay or en- 
tertainment, and without arty order or com- 
miflion from the ftate : and though the lords 
and gentlemen of the Pale,* in the nineteenth 
year of this King's reign, joined the famous 
battle of Knocktow, inConnaught; wherein The bM-i 
Mac William, with four thoufagd of the Irilh ji'^^*^^, 
and degenerate Englifli were flain; yet was ww. 
not this journey made by warrant from the 
King, or upon his charge (as it is exprefled 
in the book of HowthJ but only upon a pri- 
vate quarrel of the Earl of Kildare : fo loofe- . 
ly were the martial affairs of Ireland carried 
during the reign of King Henry the Seventh. 

In the time of King Henry the Eighth, the „ 
Earl of Surrey, Lord Admiral, was made VllI, 
Lieutenant ; and though he were the greateft „„ „»• 
captain of the Englilh nation then living, yet "'^'"^ 
he brought with him rather an honourable reign of 
guard for his pcrfon than a competent army JJIi^y {[„ 
to recover Ireland. For he had in his. retinue ^'S^^- 
two 

_ •'Tht Book of Hnutb. 
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The Earl two hundred tall yeomen of the King's guard ; 

foviee!'^ but, becaufe he wanted means to perform any 

great action, be made meaas to return the 

Iboner : yet in the mean time he was not idle, 

but pafled the fliort time he fpent here ia 

holding a parliament, and divers joumies 

againfi the rebels of Leinller; infomach, as he 

■was hurt ii> his own perfon, upon the borders 

of Leix. After the revocation of this honour -- 

able perfonage. King Henry the Eighth fent 

no forces into Ireland, till the rebellion of the 

Giraldines, which happened in the twenty-fe* 

venth year of his reign. Then ,he fent over 

'sir William Skevington, with five hundred 

men, only to quench that .fire, and not to en* 

large the border or to reftify the government. 

This deputy died in the midft of the fervice, 

Tbe Lord fp 3s the Lord Leonard Gray was fcni to finifti 

Grav'a '' • ^^^' ^"""v'^g ^^"b ^ fupply of two hun- 

(pwce. (Jred men or thereabouts, did fo profecute the 

rebels, as the Lord Garret their chieftain, and 

his five uncles, fubmitted themfelves to him, 

and vyereby him tranfmitted into England. 

But this fervice being ended, that aiflive no^ 
bleman, with his little army and fometimes aids 
of the Pale, did oftentimes repel Q'Nealc and 
O'Donel, attempting the invafion of the civil 
Qiirps, and at laft made that profperous- fight 
"at 



(so 

at Belahoo, on the confines of Meth ; the me- The fight 
oiory whereof is yet famous, as that he defeat- "^_ *" 
ed (well nigh) all the power of the North*; 
and fo quieted the border for many years. ■'_ 

Hitherto then it is manifeft, that iince the 
hA transfretation of King Richard the Second* 
the crown of England never fern over either 
. numbers of men, or quantities of treafure* 
fufficient to defend th<j fmall territory of tha 
Pale, iMich lefs to reduce that which wa» 
loft, or to finilh the conqueft of the wholer 
iOand. 

After this, Sir Anthony St. Legerwas made Sir An-' 
their chief governor, who performed great fer- Leg/r. 
vice .in a civil c'ourfe. as Ihall be exprefled 
hereafter. But Sir Edward Bellingham, who Sir Ed- 
fuccecded him, proceeded in a martial courfe lingham," 
againft the Irilh, and was the firft deputy, from ""{j.^ ""'• 
the time of King Edward the Third, till the Edward 
reign cf King EtJwafd the Sixth, that extend- 
ed the border beyond the limits of the Eng- 
lilh Pale, by beating and breaking the Moores 
and Connors, and building the forts of Leix 
and Offaly. This fervice he performed with 
fix hundred horfe ; the monthly charge where- 
of did arile to feven hundred and feventy 
pounds; and four hundred foot, whofe pay 
did 
• Bfoli tf Hnuih Manuf. 
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did amotint to four hundred and forty-fix 
■poands per men/em*; as appeareih upon the 
treaiurer's account, remaining in the Office of 
the King's Remembrance in England. Yer 
were not thefe countries fo fully recovered by 
"tliomas this deputy, but that Thomas Earl of Suflex 
Suffe" in '^''^ P"' '^^ '^^ '^^"'^ ^'^ ^'^'^ work ; and root- 
Aetin-eofing out thefe two rtbellious fepts, planted 
Marji Englifli colonies in their room, which in all 
' the tumultuous times fince have kept their ha- 
bitationSj their loyally, and religion. 
Qween And now are we come to the lime of Queen 

' Elizabeth, who fent over mofe men, and fpcnt 
more treafure to fave and reduce the land of 
Ireland, than all her progenitors fince the 
Conqueft- 
How the During her reign there arofe three notori- 
IJ^oft^icd 0"s and main rebellions, which drew feveral 
IiVo'Sn ^™'^^ **"^ ^^ England. The firft of Shane 
Eliiabetb. O'Neale ; the fecond of Defmond ; the laft of 
Tjrone; {for the particular infurredions of 
theVifcoUnt BaltinglafTe, and Sir Edmund But- 
ler ; the Moores, the Cavanaghes, the Birnes 
and the Bourkes of Connaught, were all fup- 
preflcd by \he ftanding forces here.) 
Shane To fubdue Shane O'Neale, in the height of 

rebellion.* ^'^ rebellion in the year J 566, Captain Ran- 
dal 

jI * A^chiv. Rfmim, Regis apud IVfUm. , 
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dal tranfpoited a regiment of one thoufand 
men into Ulfter, and planted a gaitifon at 
Lochfoile. ' Before the coming of which fup- 
ply, viz. in the year 1565, the lift of the 
flaading army of horfe and foot, EngH(h-and 
Irilh, did not exceed the number of twelve 
hundred men, as appears by the trealurer's 
accountof Ireland*, now remaining in thcEx- 
chequer of England. With thefe forces did 
Sir Henry Sidney, then Lord Deputy, march 
into the fartheft parts of Tyrone, and joining 
■with Captain Randal, did much diftrefs, but 
not. fully defeat O'N'eale, who was afterwarda 
flain upon a mere accident by the Scota, and 
not by the Queen's army. 

To profecute the wars in Munficr, aeainft ^^^'.. 
Dcfmond and his adherents, there were iranf- icbeliioo. 
mitted out of England at fcveral times, three 
or four thoufand men, which, together with 
the Handing garrifons, and fome other fup* 
- plies raifeihere, made at one time an army of 
fix thoufand and upwards; which, with the ■ 
virtue and valour of Arthur Lord Gray, and 
others the commanders, did prove a fufficient 
power to extinguidi that rebellion. But that 
being done, it was never intended that ihefe 
forces (hould ftand till the reft of the kingdom 
were 

• ^rdiv, P.emem.Re£ii apnd ff'ejlm. 
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fere (etfldd and reduced, only that arrtij 
hlch was broughi over by the Earl of Effex, 
jrd-Iieutenant and Governor-general- of this 
ngdom, in the 39th year of Queen Elizabeth, 
fupprefs the rebellion of Tyrone, which 
IS Ipread univerfally over the whole realm, 
lat arniyj I fay, (the Command . whereof, 
th the government of the realm, was fliort- 
after transferred to the command of the 
ird Mountjoy, afterwards Earl of Devonfhire, 
10, with fingular wifdom, valour, and induf- 
', did profecute and finiih the war) did con- 
of fuch good men of war, and of fuch num- 
rs, being near twenty thoufand by th? poll, 
i was fo royally fupphed and paid, and con- 
ued in full ftrength fo long a lime, as that 
broke and abfvilutely fubdued all the lords 
i chieftains of the Irilh, and degenerate or 
lellious Englifh. 'Whereupon the multi- 
ie, whoever loved to be "followers of fuch 
could jnafler and defend them, admiring 
; power of the crown of England, being , 
It, as it were, in a mortar, with the fword, 
line, and peftilence altogether, fubmitted 
mfelves to the Englifh government, re- 
ved the laws, and magiftrates, and moft glad- 
embraced the King's pardon and peace in all 
"ts of the realm, with demonftrations of joy 

and ' 
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And comfort, which made, indeed, ia intirej 
(>erfeft, and final conqueft of Ireland. And 
though upoii the finifliing of the war this great 
army was reduced to lefs numbers, yet hath 
his Majefty, in his wifdom thought it fit, lliU 
tp maint-ain fuch competent forces, here, as 
the law may make her progrefs and circuit 
about the realm. Under the proteiflicMi of thri 
fword (as Virgo, the figure of Juftice, is by 
Leo in the Zodiac) ijntil the people have per- 
fc&ly learned the leflbn of obedience, and 
the conqutjft be eftablilhed in the hearts of 
all men; 

Thu3 far have I end^voiired to make it 
iiianifeA, that from the firft adventure and at- 
tempt of the Engltlh to fubdue and conquer . 
Ireland', until the laft war with Tyfpne, which> 
as it was royally undertaken, fo it Was really 
profe'cuted to the end, there hath been four p^^j, ^j^.j,_ 
principal defefts in the carriage of the martial c'paU*- 

' ' ° feasinthe 

affairs here. Firft, the armies for the moft profecuti- 
part were too *eak for a conqueft. Secondly, ^"^ " ' 
when they were of a competent ftrength (as 
In both the journies of Richard the Second) 
they wcte too foon broken up and diffolved. 
Thirdly, they were ill paid. And fourthly, 
they were ill governed, which is always a con- 
fequent of ill payment. 

. G But 
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WTiynone But why was not this great work perfbrnled 

Kings of before the latter end of Queen Ehzabcth's 

England, feign, confideriiig that nnsny of the Kmgs.her 

Queen . progenilurs, were as great captaia"; as ;iny in 

did finiOi ' *h^ world, and had elfewherclarger dominions 

tbecon- and -territories ? Firft, who can tell whether 

quell of 

Ireland, the Divine Wifdom, to abate the glory of 

thofe Kings, did not referve this work to be 
done by a Queen, that it migbt rattier appear 
to be his own immediate worii ? and yet, for 
her greater honour, made it the Jaft of her 
great aiftions, as il were, to crown all the reft ? 
And to, the end that a fecure peace might 
- fettle the conqueft, and make it Birm and per- 
pettral to poflerity, caufcd it to be made in 
that fulne/s of time when England and Scot- 
land came to be united under one imperial 
crown ; and when the monarchy of Great 
Britain was in league and amity M*ith all the. 
world. Befides, the conqueft at this time doth 
perhaps fulfil that prophecy wherein the four 
great prophets ot Ireland do concur, as it is 
recorded by Giraltkis Cambrcnfis, to this cf- 
feifl: That after the firft invafion of the Eng- 
lifb, they Ihould fpend mjiny ages in crebhs * 
' conjiifubm, lon^oqui certamine IS muliis ccedibus, 
' And 

* Giniiim Caiabrtttfii- 
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And thai,' Omties fere Attglic'i Ab Hihetnia tur^. 
habuniur : nihihminus orienialia maritima femper 
vbtiaebunt ; ftdvix paulo ante dtemjudilii; ple-^ 
nam Anglorum popuh viSoriatn compromitluHt ; 
iit/ula Hibernica de mart ufque ad mare de Mo 
/ttbaila iS ittcajtellata. If St. Patrick and th« 
reft did not utter this prophefy, certainly Gi- 
raldus is a prophet, who hath reported it. 
To. this we may add the pfophefy of Merlin, 
fpoken of alfo by Giraidus. Sextus mania 
Hibernia fubvertet, iS regiones in regnitm redi- 
gentur. Which is performed in the time of 
King James the Sixth; in that all the pafles 
are cleared, and places of faftnefs laid open, 
which are the proper walls and caftles of the 
Irilh, as they were of the Britifh in the time 

, of Agricola; and withal, the Irilh countries 
being reduced into counties, make but one in- 
lire and undivided kingdom. 

But to leave thefe high and obfcure caufes, 
the plaih and manifeft truth is, that thii Kings 
of England, in all ages, had been powerful 
enough to make an abfolaie tfonqueft of Ire- 
land, if their whole power had been employed 

. in that enterprize ; but flill there arofe fun- 
dry occafions, which divided and diverted 
their power fome other way. 

G:s Let 
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How the Let us therefore take a brief view of the 
Kings of feveral impediments which arofe in every 

wwi^- ^'"S"^ *''"^' ''"'^^ ^^ ^^ overture of the 
Terted Conqueft, whereby they were fo employed and 
Gonqucfi bufied, as they could not intend the final 
•flrriiad.gojjqugfl of Ireland, 
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KING HENRY 11. 
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„ I N G Henry the Second was no fooncr 
returned out of Ireland, but all his four fons 
confpired wiih his enemies, rofe in arms, and 
moved war againil him, both in France and 
England. 

,- This unnatural treafon of his fons, (fid the 
King exprefs in an emblem painted in hie 
chamber * at Winchefter, wherein was an 
eagle, with three eglets tiring on her breaft; 
and the-fouFth picking at one of her eyes; 
And the truth is, thefe ungracious praiflifcs of 
his fons, did imppach his journey to the Holy- 
land, whifh he had once vowed, vexed him 
gll the days of his life, and brought his grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave. Befides', this 
King having given tl« Jordfhip of Ireland to 
]ohi>, his youngeft fon, his ingratitude after- 
wards made the king carelefs to fettle him in 
the quiet apd gbfolute pofleffion of that king- 
dom, 

RICHARD I. 

RICHARD the Firft, which fucceeded 

Henry the Second in the kingdom of England, 

Iiad lefs reafon to bend his power towards the 

con- 
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iconqueft of this land, which was given in per- 
.petuity to the Lord John his brother. And 
therefore went he in perfon lo the holy war j 
by which journey, andTiis captivity ^in Auf- 
tria, and the heavy ranfom that he paid for 
his liberty, he was hindered, and utterly dii- 
abled to purfue any fo great an aftion as the 
conqueft of Ireland ; and after his delivery 
and return, he was hardly able to maintain a 
frontier war in Normandy, where by hard for- 
tune he loft his life. 

KING JOHN, 
KING John, his brother, had the grealeft 
Tcafontoprofecute the war of Ireland, becaufe 
the lordfhip thereof was the portion of his 
inheritance, given unto him when he was cal- 
led John Sans-Terre : therefore he made two 
journies thither ; one when , he was Earl of 
Morton, and very yqung, about twelve years 
of age ; the other when he was King, in the 
twelfth year of his reign. In the firft, his 
own youth, and Ins youthful company, Reho- 
boam's counfeliors, made him hazard the Jofu 
of all that his fatlier had won. But in the 
latter he fhewed a refolution to recover the 
intire kingdom, in taking the fubmiflions of 
•; all the Irift, and fettling the eftates of the 

• EngUlh, 

^ % 



En^Iifh, and giving orders for the building of 
many cadles and forts, whereof fome remain 
until this day. But he camo to the crown of 
England by a defeafible tifle. fo as h:; v/as. 
never well fettled iti the hearts of the people, 
which drew him the fooner back out of fre- 
land into England ; where, fhortly after, he 
fell into/uch trouble and.diflrefs; the clergy 
curfing him on the one ifide, and the barons 
rebelling againft him on the other, as he be- 
came fo far unable to return to the conqueft of 
Ireland, as befides the forfeiture of the terri- 
tories in France, he did in a manner lofe both 
the kingdoms ; for he furrendered tiiem both 
to the Pope, and took them back again to hold 
in fee-farm ; which brought him into fuch 
haired at home, and fjch contempt abroad, as 
all his life-time after he was pofTcfied rather 
with fear of lofing his head, than with hope 
of re(^cing the kingdom of Ireland. 

H E N R y III. 
DURING the infancy of Henry the 
Third, the Barons vere troubled in expelling 
the French, whom they had drawn in againft 
King John. But this Prince was no fooner 
come to his majority, but the Barons raifed a , 
long and cruel war againft him. 

Into 
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Into thefe troubled waters the BiiHops pf 
Home cad their nets, and drew away all the 

_ wealth of the realm by their proyifions and in- 
finite exaflions, whereby the kingdbm was fo 
impoverished, that the King was fcarce able 
to feed his own houftiold and train, much lefs 
to ncurifh armies for the conqueft of foreign 
kingdoms. And albeit he had given (his land 
to the Lord Edward, his eldell fon ; yet could 
not that worthy prince ever find means or op-: 
portunity to vifit this kingdom in perfon. For, 
from the time he was able to bear arms, he 
lerved continually againft the borons, by whom 
he was taken prifoner at the battle of Lewes. 
And when that rebellion was appeafcd, be made 
a journey to the Holy Land, (an employment 
which in thofc days diverted all Chriftiao" 
Princes from performing any great adtions in 

^ Europe) from whence he was returned when 
the crown of England defcended upon him, 

' E D W A R D ' I. 
, THIS I^ing Edward the Firft, who was a 
Prince adorned with ail virtues, did, in the 
managing of his affairs, (hew himfelf a right 
good hufband : who being owner of a lord- 
fhip ill-hulbanded, doth firft inclofe and ma- 
nure .his demefnes near his principal houfe, 
before 
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: {jefore he doth improve his waftea afar off", 
Therefore, he began firft to eftablifh the 
Coftimonweahh of England, by making ma- 
py excellent laws, and inflituting the form of 
public juftice, which remains to this day, , 
Next he fully fubdued and reduced the domi- 
nion of Wales; th^n, by his power and a»- 
thority, he fettled the kingdom of Scotland; 
and laftly, he fent a royal army into Gaf- 
coigne, to recover the dutchy of Aquitaine, 
Thefe four great a(n:ion3 did take up all the 
reign of this Priqce. And therefore we find 
not in any record that this King tranfmitted 
any forces into Ireland ; bot, on the other 
fide, we find it both recorded in the Annals, 
and inthe.Pipe-RolIs* ot thiff kingdom, that 
three feveral armies were raifed of the King's 
■fubjefls in Ireland, aqd iranfportcd one into 
Scotland, another into Wales, and the third 
into Gafcoigne ; and that feveral aids were le- 
vied here for the fetting forth of thofe armies. 

E D W A R D n. 

THE fon and fuccelTor of this excellent 
Prince, was Edward the becond ; who, much 
againft his will, fent one fmall army into Ire- 
land ; not with a purpofe to finilh the con-. 
, ■ qtieft, 
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queft, but to guard the perfon of his mimon, 
Piers Gavefton, who, being banilhed out of 
Englan:^, was . made Lieutenant of Ireland, 
-that fo his exile might feem more honourable. 
He was no fooner arrived here but he made 
a journey into the mountains of Dublin, broke 
and fubdued the rebels there, built Newcaf- 
tle in the Birnes country, and repaired Caf- , 
tlekevin ; and afterwards • pafled up into 
Munftcr and Thomond, performing every 
where great fervice, with much virtue and 
valour. But the King, who could not live 
Ivithout him, revoked him inlefs than a year; 
after which time the invafion of the Scots, 
and rebellion of the Barons, did not only dif- 
abie this King to be a conqueror, but depriv- 
ed him both of his kingdom and life. And 
when the Scottifh nation had over-run all this 
land under the condufl of Edward Le Bruce, 
(who ftyled himfelf King of Ireland) England 
was not then able to fend either men or mo- 
ney to fave this kingdom. Only Roger de 
Mortimer, then Juftice of Ireland, arrived at 
Youghal, cum 2,8 fnilit. faith Friar CUnn, in 
his Annals.^ 

• Archiv. in Calira Duhhn, AnRvh tJibernitt in C<»t 
dtn. 
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But Bremingham, Verddti, Staplcton, and 
feme other privite gentlemen, mk out with 
the commons of Meth and Uriel, and at 
Fagher, near Dundalk, a fetal place to the 
enemies of the crown of England, overthrew 
a potent army of them. El fie * (faith the 
Red Book of the Exchequer, wherein the vic- 
tory was briefly recorded) per maims communii 
tqpuli, 'iS dexiram Dei, dehberatur populas Dei 
a firvilute machinata & pracf^itala, 

EDWARD III. 

I N the time of King Edward the Third, the 
impediments of the conqued of Ireland arc 
fi> notorious, as I Ihall not' need to exprefs 
them ; to wit, the war which the King had 
with the realms of Scotland, and of France ; 
but efpecially the wars of France, which 
were almoft continual for the fpace of forty 
years. And indeed France was a fairer mark 
to .(hoot at than Ireland, and could belter re- 
ward the conqueror. Befidss, it was an inhe- 
ritance newly defcended upon the King ; and 
therefore he had great reafon to bend all his 
power, and fpend all his time and trea- 
fnre in the recovery thereof. And this 
!3 the true caufe why Edward the Third 
fent 

f RitSir. lihr. Scae. Duilii. 
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fent no army into Ireland, till the thirtj-fixth 
year of Iiis reign* when the Lord Lionel 
brought over a regiment of fifteen hundred 
men, as is before expreffed ; which that wife 
and warlike Prince did not tranfmTt as a com- 
petent power to make a full conqueft, but as 
an honourable retinue for bis fon ; and withal, 
to enable him to recover fome part of his earl- 
dom of Ulfler, which was then over-run with 
the Irifli. But on the other part, though the 
Englilb colonies were much degenerate in this 
king's time, and had loft a great part of their 
■ pofleflipns, yet lying at the fiege of Calais* he 
fentftr afupplyof menout of Ireland, which 
were iranfported under the condud of the 
Earl of Kildare, and Fulco de la Freyn, in 
(he year 1347.* 

Richard ii. 

AND now are we come agam to the timo ' 
of King Rjchard the Second; who, for the 
firft ten years of his reign was a minor, and 
much difquieted with popular commotions ; 
and after th^t was more troubled with the 
fadions that arofe betweep -bis minions and 
the Princes of the Blood.. Bvit at laft he took 
a refolution to ftoilh the .^nqueft of this 
■ realm ; and to that epd he made two royal 
■ voyagw 

♦ jftaialn fiiieraiit ia Caadni. 
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voyages hither. Upon the firft he was de- 
luded by the feigned fubmifTions of the Irifh ; 
but upon the latter, when he was fully bent 
to profecute the war with effeft, he w^ di- 
verted and drawn from- hence by the return 
of the Duke of Lancafler into England, and 
the general defetflion of the whole realm. 

HENRY IV. 

A S for Henry the Fourth, he, being an 
intruder upon the crown of England, was 
hindered from all foreign anions by fundry 
confpiracies and rebellions at home, moved 
by the hoiife of Northumberland iq the north ; 
by the Dukes of Suriey and Exeter in the 
fouth; and by Owen Glendower in Wales; 
fo that he fpcnt his ftiort reign in eftablirtiing 
and fettling himfelf in the quiet pofleflion of 
England, and had neither leifure nor opportu- 
nity to undertake the final conqueft of Ire- 
land. 

HE N R Y V. 

MUCH lefs could King Henry the'Pifth 

perform tlMt work ; for in the fecond year of 

his reign, he tranfported an army into France, 

for the recovery of that kingdom, and drew 

over 
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bVer to the fiege of Harfleur* the Prior of 
Kilmainham, with fifteen hundred Irifti; in 
which great action this vii^orious prince fpent 
the reft of his life. 

HENRY VI. 

AND after his death, the two noble Prin- 
ces} his brothers, the Diikes of Bedford aiid 
Gloucefter, who, during the minority of King 
Henry the Sixth, had the government of the 
kingdoms of England and France, did employ 
all their counfela and endeavours to perfeifl 
the conqueft of France ; the greater part 
whereof being gained by Hen^y the Fifth, 
and retained by the Duke of Bedford, ' was 
Sgain loft by King Plenry the Sixth ; a mani- 
feft argument of his difability to finith the 
conqueft of this land. But when the civil 
war between the two houfes was kindled, the 
Kings of England were {o far from reducing 
all the Irifti under tiieir obedience, as they 
drew out of Ireland (to ftrenglhen their par- 
ties) all the nobility amd gentry defcended of 
Engli,lh race ; which gave opportunrty to the 
Irifti to invade the lands of the Englifh colo* 
nies, and did hazard the lofs of the whole 
kingdom. . For, though the Duke of York 
did, 

• AnHoles Hibernitt in Camden, 
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did, while he lived in Ireland,* carry him- 
felf refpedtively towards all the nobility, to 
win the general love of all, bearing equal fa- 
vour to the ■ Giraldines and the Butlers (as 
appeared at the chriftening of George Duke of 
Clarence, who was born iii the caftle of Dub- 
lin, where he made both the Earl' of Kildare, 
and the Earl of Ormond his goilips) : and hav-'. 
ing occafion divers times to pafs into England, 
he left the fword v/'ilh Kildare at one time, and 
with Ormond at another ; and when he loft 
.his wife at Wakefield, there were flain with 
him divers of both thofe families. Yet after- 
wards, ihofe two noble houfes of IrelaAd, did 
feverally follow the two royal houfes of Eng* 
land ; the Giraldines adhering to the houfe of 
York, -f dnd the Butlers to the houfe of Lan- 
caller; whereby it came to pafs, that not only 
the principal gendemenof both thofe furnames, 
but all their friends and dependemsdid pafs in- 
to England, leaving their lands and pofreflions to 
be over-run by the Iri(h. Thefe impediments, 
or rather impoflibilities of finilhing the con- 
queft of IreUnd, did continue till the wars of 
Lancafter and York were ended, which was 
about the twelfth year of King Edward the 
Fourth. 

Thus 

• mliiig&iadiK Urn. the Sixth. 
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Thus hitherto the Kirtgs of England vniii 
hindered from fir^ithing this conqueft by great 
and apparent impediinents: Hfenry the Se-i 
cond, by the rebellion of his fons : King John j 
Henry the Third and Edward the Second, by 
the Barons Wars : Edward the Firft, by his 
■wars irl Wales and Scotland .' Edward the 
Third, and Henfy the Fifth, by the wars of 
France : Richard the Second, Henry the Fourth> 
Henry the Sixth, and Edward the Fourth, by 
domeftic contention for the crown of England 
itfelf. 

E D^ W A R D IV. 

BUT the fire of the civil war being utterly 
quenched, and King Edward the Fourth fet- 
tled in the peaceable pofleflion of the crown oi 
England, wliat did then hinder that warlike 
prince from reducing of Ireland alfo ? Firft, 
the whole realm of Englatid was miferably 
wafted, depopulated, and impoverifhed by the 
late civil difleniions ; yet, as fooft as it had re- 
covered itfelf with a little peace and reft, this 
King raifed an army, and revived the title of 
France again : howbeit, thistfrmy was no foon- 
cr iranfmitied and brought into the field, but 
the two Kings alfo were brought lo an inter- 
view. Whereupon, partly by the fair and 
white 
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ivhitt prbmifes of Louis the Elevenih, and 
partly by the corruption of fome of King Ed- 
ward's minions, the Englifh forces were bro- 
ken aiid difmiffed, and King Edward returned 
into England, where (hbrtly after, finding 
himfelf deluded and abufed by the French, 
he died with melancholy, and vexation of 
fpirit. 

RICHARD III. 

1 omit to fpeak of Richard the Ufurper, whd 
never got the quiet poifeffion of England; but 
was caft out by Henry the Seventh, withiii 
two years and a half after his ufurpation. 

HENRY VU. 

AND for King Henry the Seventh him- 
felf, though he made that happy union of thei 
two houfes, yet for more than half the fpace 
of his reign, there were walking fpirits of the 
houfe of York, as well in Ireland as in Eng- 
land, which he could nOt conjure down, with- 
out expence of fome blood and treafure. But ' 
ia his latter times; he did wholly ftudy to im- 
prove the revenues of the Crown in both king- 
doms ; with an intent to provide means for 
fome great adtion which he intended : which 
doubtlefs, if he had lived, would rather have 
H improved 
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improTed a journey into France, than into Ire^ 
land, becaufe^in theeyes of all men it was ft 
fairer onterprize. 

H E K R Y Vlir. 

THEREFORE King Henry the Eighth, 
in the beginningof his reign, made a voyage 
royal into France; wherein he fpentthegreateft 
part of that trcafure which his father had fru- 
gally referved, perhaps for the like purpofc. 
In. the tatter end of his reign he made the like 
journey, being enriched with the revenues of 
the abbey-lands. But in the middle time be- 
tween thefe two attempts, th? great alteration 
which he made in the Hate ecclefiafiical, cauf- 
cd him to Aand upon his guard it home ; the 
Pope having folicited ail the princes of Chrif- 
tendom to revenge his quarrel in that behaff. 
And thus was King Henry the Eighth detain- 
. ed and diverted from the abfolute reducing of 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

E D W A R D VI. AND Q^ M A R Y. 

LASTLY, theidfancyofKingEdwardthc 

' Sixth, and the coverture of Queen Mary 

(which are both ron abilities in the law), did iq 

faft difable them to accomplilh the conqtiefi 

of Ireland. 

C^OEEN 
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Q^UEEN ELIZAfifiTH. 

SO asriowthisgreatwork did remain to be 
performed by Queen Elizabeih ; who, though 
(he were diverted by fuppreffing the open re- 
bellion in the Nbrth ; by preventing divers fe- 
cret confpiracies againft her perfon j by giv- 
ing aids to the French, and States of the Low- 
Countries ; by maintaining a n^val war with 
Spain for many years together; yet the fundry 
rebetlions, joined with foreign invafions upon 
this ifland, whereby it was in danger to be ut- 
terly loft, and to be pofleffed by the enemies 
of the crown of England, did quicken ber Ma- 
jeAy's care for the prefervation thereof; and 
to that end, from time to time, flie fent over 
fuch fupplies of men and treafure, as did fup- 
prefs the rebels^ and repel the invaders. How'* 
beit, before the tranfmitting of the laft great 
army, the forces fent over by Queen Elizabeth 
were not of fufScient power to break and fub- . 
due all the Irifh« and to reduce and reform the 
whole kingdom ; but when the general defec- 
tion came, which came not without a fpecial 
providence for the final good of that kingdom 
(though the fetfond caufes thereof were the 
faint profecution of the war ^ainft Tyronei • 
the praiflices of priefts and jefuits, and the ex-= 
H 2 peiflation. 
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pei?iation of the aids from Spain) then the ex- 
treme peril of lofiiig the kingdom, the difho- 
nour and danger that might thereby grow to 
the crown of England, together with a juft, dif- 
dain conceived by that great-minded Queen, 
that fo wicked and ungrateful a rebel ftiould 
prevail againft i^r^who had ever been vidorious 
againll ait her enemies, did move, anfl almoft 
enforce her to fend over that mighty army: 
and did withal inflame the hearts- of the fiib- 
jefls of England cheerfully to contribute tOr 
wards the maintaining thereof, a million of 
fteriing pounds at leaft : which was done with, 
a purpofe only to/iiw, and not to^«i«a king- 
dom; to keep and retain that fovereignly 
which the crown of England had in Ireland, 
(fuch as it was) and not to recover a more ab- 
fdlute dominion. " But* as" it &Heth out 
'■' many times, that when a houfe is on fire, 
*' the owner, to fave it from burning, pulleth' 
"it down to the ground; but that pulling 
" down doth gnre occaficp of building up 
" again in a better form." So ihefe lafl wars, 
which, to fave the kingdom, did utterly break 
and deflroy this people, produceda better ef- 
feift than was at firft expected. For every re- 
bellion, when it is fupprefied, doth make the 
fubjcft weaker and the prince fttonger- So 
this 
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this general revolt, when it was overcome, did 

produce a general obedience and reformaiion 

of all the Irifh, which ever before had been 

difbbedient and unrcformed ; and thereupun 

enfued the final and full conqueft of Ireland. 

And thus much may fuffice to be fpokcn, 

touching the defeifts in the martial affairs, and 

ihe weak and faint profecution of the war; 

and of the fcveral impediments, or employ- 

mepts, which did hinder or divert every King 

of England fucceflively from reducing Ireland 

10 their ablblute fubje<ftion. 

It now remaitis that wc Ihew the defefts of The de- 
,..,,.-, ... feflsinthe 

the civil policy and government, which gave no civil poH- 

'efs im,pedimem to the perfeiflion of this con- *^y*'"lgo- 

queft. 

The firff of that kind doth confift in this : The lawi 
That the crown of England did not from the i*and"wer« 
beginning give laws to the Irifh; whereas to"*"g'^" 
give laws to a conquered people is the princi- mere 
pal mark and effeftofapevfeift conqueft. For, ' 
labeit King Henry the Second, before his return 
out of Ireland, held a a council or parliament 
at Liffemore : * Ubi Uges ^nglits ab omnihui 
funt gratanter receptee, i^ juralorta cautione praf- 
tita coTifirmala, as Matthew Paris writes. , 

And 

• Malib. farit Hijhr. aa.}iir.fal. lai. 
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And thou^ King John in the twelfth year 
of his re^n * did eftablifli the EngUfti laws 
and cuftoms here, and placed Iberifls, and 
other minifters, to rule and govern the peo- 
ple, according to the law of England, and to 
that end, f Ipfe duxit fecum viros di/crel»s y 
legis feritos, qaontjn communi conJiUo Jtatuit Sc 
fracepit, leges Angticanas ieneri in Hibernia, i^c. 
as we find it recorded among the Patent-rolls 
in the Tower, ii Henry the Third, m. 3, 
Though likewife King Henry the Third did 
grant and tranfmlt the like charter of liberties 
to his fubjeifts of Ireland, as himfelf and his 
father had granted to the fubjedts of England, 
as appears by another record in -the Tower, i 
Henry the Third, pat.m. 13.. And afterwards, 
by a fpecial writ, did conmiand the Lord 
Jufticeof Ireland, ^od convocatis Archiepifib- 
pis, Efifcopis, Comilibus, Baronibus, 6?f. Ctram 
eh legi faceret chariam Regis Jthamis ; quam 
ipfe kgi fecit iS^urari 7i magnaiihus Hibernia 
de legihus £5* conftilutionibus Anglia obfervandis, 
&? quod leges illas ieneant £?* obferveni. \% 
Henry the Third, clauf. m. 8. And after 
that again, the fame King, by letters patent 
under 

• Mattb. Parit Hifitr. mt^tr. 210 h. 
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under the great feat of England, did ronfirm 
the ellablifhment of the Englifh laws made by 
King John, in this form: -^ta pro communi 
iUilitate terree Hibernia, ac unitate Urrarum, de 
tommuni confilio provifii'm fit, quod omnes Uges 
& conjitetudines qtus in regno Anglia teneniurt 
in HfberniA teneanttir, £^ eadepi terra ejufdem 
■ kgibus fubjaceat, ac per eajdem regaiur, ficut 
Johannes Rex, cum illic ejfet, ftatuit^ &? firmter 
mandavit ; idea volumm quod omnia brevia de 
communi jure, qua currunt in AngUa, • Jimililer 
currant in Hibernia, fub novo figillo nojiro, iSc 
Teftemeipfa apudlVoodftocke, i^c. Which con- 
firmation is found among the Patent -rolls in 
the Tower, anno 30 Henry the Third. Not- 
withftanding, it is evident by all the records 
of this kingdom, that only the Engjilh colo- 
nies, and fgme few feptgof the Irifh, which 
were enfranchjfed by fpecial charters, were 
admitted to the benefit and proteflion of the 
laws of England ; aqd that the Irilh generally The. mere 
were held and reputed aliens, or rather ene- ^l^^Hi 
mies 10 the crown of England ; infomuch, as w h»ve 

t jy Li J u ■ elie benefit 

they were not only dHafaled to brmg any ac- of theUws 
lions, but they were fo far out of the protec- f^^^^' 
tbn of the law, as it was often adjudged no 
felony 

* 39 H, 3. pat, m, iOt 
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■ felony to kill, a mere Irifhtnan in the time of 
peace. 
TTie mere That the piere IriHi were reputed aliens apr 
ted aliens, pearethby fundry records; wherein judgments 
are demanded, if they (hall be anfwered in 
anions brought by them : and Ukewife, by 
the charters of denization, which in all ages 
were purchafed by them. 

In the Common Plea-rolls of s8 Edward the 
Third (which are yet preferved in Breming- 
ham*s Tower) this cafe is adjudged. , Simon 
Neale brought an a^ion of trefpafs_ againft 
William Newlagh* for breaking his Clofe in 
Clan-dalkan, in the county of DuWin; the 
Defendant doth plead, that the Plaintiff is 
Hibernicus, £;f non. de quipque fanguimbus ; and 
demandeth judgment, if he fhall be anfwered. 
The plaintiff replieth ; ^od ip/e efi de quilts 
que fanguinibus fviz.J De les O'Neiles de Ul~ 
ion, qui per cpncefftdnem prcgmtorum Domini 
Regis, iibertalibui Anglicis gaudere detent &? 
utuntur, &? pro Uberis hominibtts repuiantur. 
The Defendant rejoineth ; that the Plaintiff 
is not of the O'N^ales of Ulfter, Nee de quin- 
que fanguimbus. And thereupon they are at 
iflue. Which being found for the Plaintiff, 
he had judgment torecover hisdamages againft 
'"■'"■' the 

• jircbiv. in C^9 DuiliM. 
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the Defendant. By this record it appeareth 
that five principal bloods, or fepts, of the 
Irifli, were by fpecial grace enfranchifed, atuj 
enabled to take benefit of the laws of Eng- 
land; and that the nation of O'Neales, in 
Ulfter, was one of the five*. And in the 
like cafe, 5 of Edward the Second, amongft 
the Plca-roHs in Bremingham's Tower ; all 
the five fepts or bloods, ^i gaudeant lege 
Anglicana quoad brevia porlanda, are expreflfid, 
namely, O'Neale de Ulionia ; O^MolaghVm de 
M'tdia; 0^ ConnoghoT de Connacia; O'Brien de 
Tbolmonia, £# Mac Murrogb de Lagema: and 
yet 1 find that O'Neale himfelf, long after, 
(viz.) in 20 Edward the Fourth, upon hi» 
marriage with a daughter of thehoufe of Kil- 
dare, (to fatisfy the friends of ihe Lady), wa3 
madeadenizen by a fpecial aft of parliament. 
20 Edward the Fourth, p. 8. 

Again, in th? 29 Edward the Firft, before 
the juftices in oyer, at Drogheda, Thomas le 
Botteler brought an aftion of detinue againfl: 
Robert de Almain, for certain goods. The 
Defendant pleadeth,*f ^od tion tenetur ei ttide 
refpondere, eq quod efi Hibernicus, i^ mn de 
lihero f anguine. Et pradiilus Thomas dicit, quod 
Anglicus eftt iS hoc petit quod inquiratur per pa- 
triam, 

* Archill, in Capo Dublin. t Ibid. 
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iriatn. Ideofiat inde Jurat. iSc. jMrat. dicunt 
fuper Sacrament, fuum, quod fradiSl, Thomas 
4Bglicus eft, idea confideratum eft quid recpperet, 

Thcfe two records, among many othet, do 
fufficienlly (hew, that the Irtfli were difabled 
to bring any adtions at the common law. 
Touching their denizations, they were com- 
mon in every king's reign iince Henry the 
Second, and were never out of ufe till his 
Majefty, that now is, came to the crown. 

Among the pleas of the crown, 4 Edwat4 
the Second, we 6nd a conlirmation mad? by 
Edward the Firft, of a charter of denization 
granted by Henry the Second, to certain Ooft- 
mcn, or EafterUngs, who were inhabitants of 
Waterford, long before Henry the Second at- 
tempted the conqueft of Ireland. * Edwardus 
Dei gratia, i^c^Juflitiatw fuo Hiberni<e Salu- 
tgm '. ^ia per infpe£lionem Chariae Dom. Hen. 
Keg. JUii Imperatricis quondam Dom. Hiherhiat 
proavi noftri nobis confiat, quod Ofimanni de Wa- 
terford legem Anglicorum in Hihernia habere, W 
Jecundum if Jam. legem judic'ari £5* deduct debent: 
vobis mandamus quod Gillicriji Mac Gihaurrir, 
PPlllielmum £?* Jobannem Mac Gilmurtii W 
xlias OJlman'no) de fiviiale y comitatu PVater- 
ford, 

f Arcbiv, iit Cajlrt Di^lig, 
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ford, qui de praediitis OJlmannis ^radiil, Dom. 
Henr. proavi nojtri originem duxerunt, iegem 
Angliforum in partibus tllis juxia tenorem Cbar- 
tae pradiSI. habere, ©" eos Jecundum if/am hgetn 
f quantum in nobis eft, deduct facialis J donee 
aliud de conjilio noftro inde duxerimut ordinandi 
In ciijus ret, i^c. 'iefte meipfo apud A^lon Bur~ 
nell, ^ O^ohrii, anno regni noftri undecimo. 

Again among the Patent-rolls of i Edward 
the Fourth,* remaining in the Chancery here, 
we find a patent of denization, granted the 
13 of Edward the Firft, in thefe words j Ed- 
wardus Dei gratia. Rex Angliae, Dom, Htber~ 
ttiae. Dux Aquitaniae, He. Omnibus Ballivis 
et fidelibus Juis in Hibernia, Salutem : Volenies 
Cbrifi9pbero Jilio Donaldi Hibernico gratiam face- 
re fpecialem, concedimus pro nobis et haeredibus 
noftris, quod idem Chrijiopberui banc habeat liber- 
tatem, (viz.) ^od ipfe de caetero in Hibernia 
uiatur kgibus AngHcanis, et prohibemus ne quif- 
quam contra banc concefftonem noftram di£ium 
Chrijioph^rum vexet in aUqua vel perlurbet. In 
cujus rei ieftimonium, iSc. . Tejie meipfo apud 
^eftm. 27 die Junii, anno regni noftri 13. 

In the fame roll, we find another charter of 

denization, granted in the firft of Edward the 

Fourth, in a more large and beneficial form. 

Edw. 

*Arekiv.inCafir»D^!iH. 
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• Edw. Dei gratia, 6?c. Omnihus BaUivis, i^c, 
Salutem: Sdaiis quod ms voUntes IVillielmum 
O'Bolgir capeUanvm de Hibernica natione exiften- 
tem, favore profequt gratiofo, de gratia nojira 
Jpeciali, ^c. Conceffsmus eidem Willielmo, quod 
ipfe Uberi Jit flatus ; ei tiberae condltionis , el ab 
omni fervitute HibernicA liber et quietus, et quod 
ipje legibus Angltcanis in omnibus et per omnia uti 
pojfti et gaudere, eodetn modo, qua homines Angli- 
ci infra diSiam terram eas habent, et its gaudent 
et utuntur, quodque ipfe rejpondeat, et refpan- 
deatur, in quibufcumque, curiis mflris : ac omni- 
mod. terras, tenemenla, redditus, et fervitia per- 
, quirere pojjit /tbi et haredibus fuis in perpetuum. 

If I (hould colleft out of the records all the 

charters of this kind, I fhould make a volume 

thereof; but thefe may fuffice to ftiew, that 

the mere Irifh were not reputed free fubjefls; 

nor admitted to the benefit of the laws of 

England, until they had purchafed charters of 

, denization. 

Thattbe Laflly, the mere Irifh were not only ac* 

mere irifli (,Qy[j(g(j aliens, but cncmies; and altogether 

■were re- ■ ' ° 

puKde- out of the prote(5tion of the law; foasit was 
ihecrown. ho capital offence to kill them; and this is 
manifeft by many records. At a gaol delive- 
ry 

• Artbiv. in Cfftri Duiliii. 
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ry at Waterford, before John Wogan Lord 
Juftice of Ireland, the 4 of Edward the Se- 
cond, we find it recorded among the pleas of 
the crown of that year, *^od Robertas le 
Wayleys reilams de morte Jobannis filii Juor 
Mac GilJemory feknice per jpfum interfe£)i, £^c, 
Venit et bene cognovit quod pradiiJum Jobannent, 
inttrftcit : dicit tamen quod per ejus tnterfeilionem 
fehniam commitere nan potiiit, quia dicit, quod 
pradiilus Johannes fuitpurus Hibernicus, et non 
de libera fanguin&, E^c. Et cum Dominus diSli 
Jobavnis (cujus Hibemicm idem Johannes fuitj 
die quo inlerfeiius fuit, folutionem pro ip/o Jo- 
J?anne Hibernico fuiofic interfeSio .petere volueril, 
ipje Robertus paratus erit ad refpondend. defoJutt- 
one pradiil. prout jufiitia fuadebit. Et Juper 
hoc venit quidam Johannes le Poer, et dicit pro 
Domino Rege, quod pra-diSi. Johannes Jilius Juor 
Mac GiUtmory, et antecejjores fui de cognamne 
pr^diit. it tempore quo Dominus Henricus fiiius 
Imperatricis, quondam Dominus Hiberniae, trila- 
vus Domini Regis nunc, fuit in Hibernia, legem 
Anglicorum in Hibernia ufque ad hum diem ha- 
bere, et Jecundum ipfam legem judicari et deduct 
debent. And fo pleaded the charter of deni- 
zation granted to the Ooftmen recited before ; 
ali which appeareih at large in the faid re- 
cord ; 

• Aiebiy. In Opt DMin. 
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cotd : therein wc may note, that the killing 
of an Irifhmart was not punifhed by oar law, 
as man-flaughter, which is felony and capital, 
(for our law did neither proteift his life, nor 
revenge his death), but by a fine of pecuniary 
punifhrnent, which 19 called an ericke, accor- 
ding to the Brehon, or Irift) law. 

Again, at a gaol delivery before the fame 
Lord Juftice, at Limrick in the roll of the 
fame year, we find, that * ff^Hlielmas Jiiius 
itogert re£lattis de morie Rogeri de Canttloa fe- 
ionice per ipfum tnterfeBi, venit el dicit, ^uod 
fehniam per interfeSlionem pradiStam committere 
nan potuit, quia dicit quod pr^di/l. Rcgerus Hi" 
bernicus efi, et non de libera Janguine ; £cil eti- 
am quod fradin, Rogerus fmt de Cognomine de 
Obedertfcal et non de cognomine de Cantelom, et 
de hoc ponil fe fuper patriam, (^c. Et jurati 
dicuntfuper facram. fuum quod pr<edt£lus Roge~ 
fus Hibernicus fuit et de cognomine de Ohedertfcal- 
et pro Hibernico babebatur tota vita fua. Idea 
praediR. If^iUielmus quoad fehniam praediil. qui" 
etus. Sed quia praedj^us Rogerus Obederi/csl 
fuit Hibernicus Oomifii Regis, praediil. ff^illiel~ 
mui recommitfatur Qaolae, quofque plegios int)ene~ 
rit di quinque mards folvendis Domino Regi pro 
falulione praedifli Hibernici. 

But 

• Arebiv. in 'Cafirt ZJaiAft 
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Sut on the other fide, if the Jury had fourtd 
that the party flain had been of &igHfh x^ce 
and nation, it had been adjudged felony ; as 
appears by a record of 29 of Edward the 
Firft, In the Crown Office here.* Coram 
ff^aiteni Lenfaitl et fociis fuis jujlitiariis itint- 
rantibus apud Orcgheda in Comitatu Louth. Ja- 
batmes Lantens tttdiHat. dt morte Galfridi Dave- 
dal venit et non dedidt mortem fraediQam : fed 
dkit quod praedifl, GaJfridus fait Hibernicus, it 
nan de libero f anguine, et de bono et mala pmit ft 
Super patriam iSc. Et Jurat, dkunt jufer Jo- 
tram, Juum quod praediil. Galfridus Anglicm 
fuiti et idea praedifi. Johannes culpabilis ep de 
morte Galfridi fraediQ. Ideo fufpend. Calaltd 
13s tinde Hugo de Clinton Vicecom. refpondei. 

Hetice it is that in all the Parliament-rolts 
which are extant from the fortieth year of 
Edward the Third, when the ftatutes of Kil- 
kamy were ena^ed, till the rergn of King 
Henry the Eighth," We find the degenerate 
and difobedient Englifh, railed rebels; bat 
the Irifli, which were not in the King's peace, ' 
are called enemies. Statute Kiliie'nny, C. 
I, iO( and li. li Henry the Fourth, C. Z4. , 
JO Henry the Sixth, C. i, 18. 18 Henry 
the Sixth, C. 4, 5. Edward (he Fourth. , 
C. 6. 

• Arehiv. in CaHraDublim. 
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t.6. lo Henry the Seventh, C. 17.* All thefe 
flatutes fpeak of EngUlh rebelsi and Iriih 
eDcmies ; as if the Irlfh had never been in 
coDdition of fubjeds, but alwfiys out of the 
proteiftion of the law ; and were indeed in 
worfe cafe than aliens of any foreign realm 
that was in aniity with the crown of England; 
For* by divers heavy penal laws, the Eng- 
ii[h Were forbidden to marry, to fofter, to 
make goflips with the Irilh, or to have any 
trade or cominerce in their markets or fairs : ■ 
nay, there was a law ■)■ made no longer fince 
than thd twenty-eighth year of Henry the 
Eighth, that the Englilh Ihoqld not marry 
tvith any perfon of Irilh blood, though he had 
gotten a charter of denization, unlefs he had 
done both homage and fealty to the King in 
the Chancery, and were alfo boland by recog- 
nizance with fureties, 10 continue a loyal fub- 
jeit. Whereby it is manifeft, that fuch as 
had the goveriiment of Ireland; under the 
crown of England, did intend to make a per- 
petual reparation and eniiiity between the 
Englilh and the Irilh, pretending, no doubt, 
that the Engllfh (hould in the end root out 
the 

♦ Arclav.iM Cajfre Dublin. 
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thiii tri{h i which the EDglilh hoi being aiM 
to do, caufed a perpetual war between tfad 
nations, which continued four hundred and 
odd jears, and would have lafted -to thtf 
. world's end, if in the end of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign the Irilh had - not been broken 
and conquered by the fword> and Gac6 the' 
beginning of his Majefty's reign h^ not 
been proteAed and goremed hy the law; 

But perhaps the Irilh in former times did. 
wilfully refufe to be fubjeO to the laws of 
England, and wotild not be partakers of the; 
benefit thereof, though the crown of England 
did defire it; and therefore they were re- 
puted aliens, outlaws, ^nd enemies. Af- 
furedly the contrary doth appear, a&well byTbc'frilif 
the charters of denization purehafed by the *Vad^ 
Iriih in all ages, as by a petition prefiftttfd by '?'"«' **. 
them to the King, anno 2 Edward the Third, and pro- . 
defiriiig that an aa might pafs in Ireland, Jtf eIIr-' 
whereby all the Irilh might Be enabled to ''"■ "*^ 

' ° but could 

ufe and enjoy the laws of England without not obtaM 
purchafing of particular denizations. Upon'*' 
which petition (he King d^^efled a fpecial 
irrit* to the Lord Juftice, which is found 
amongft the Clofe-rolls in the Tower of 
tondOB, id this form: Rex dihSo fi fiitli 
I /Mt 
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Jm ydtmnis Darci le Nepieu Jufik. fuo Hihet' 
tiiae, Salutftn : Ex parte quorundam bominunt 
di Hihernia nobis extttit fupplkatum, tit per 
Jtatutum ittde faciendum c»ncedere velimus^ 
quod omnes Hiherttid qui voluerinl, legikm 
utantur Jnglicams : ita quod necejfe aon 'babt- 
aat fuper hoc tbartas alienas ^ nobis impetrare: 
nas igitur ceriiara volentes Ji fine alieno prae- 
judicio praemijjis annuere valeantus, vobif 
imndamus quod voiuntatem magnattim terr, 
iVius in proximo Parliamenio no/iro 'ibidem 
tenendo fuper hoc cum diligentia perfimiari 
facias : tt de eo quod inde inv^Htritis una cum 
' eoftfilio et advifamettto nobis certificetis, Ht. 
.Whereby I colleift> that the ^eax. Lords of 
Ireland had informed the King that the Irilh 
might not be naturaUzed* without damage 
«nd prejudice either to themfielves or to th< 
crown. 

But I am wdl aflUred Aat the Irilh defired 
, to be admitted to the bmefit of the law, not 
only in this petition exhibited, to King Edward 
'the Third, but by all their fubntifGoos made 
to King Richard the Second, and to the Lord 
Thomas of Lancafter, before the wars of tbt 
two houfes ; and afterwards to the Lord Leo- 
nard Gray, and Sir Anthony St. Leger» 
when King Henry the Eighth began to 
reform 
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te^rai this idngdom. In particular, the BirtieS 
bf the mountairisi 'in the thirty-foorth of 
Henry the Eighth, defire that thdr coun- 
try might tie made Ihire^und, and called 
the county of Wicktow :' and in the twenty- 
third of Henry the Eighth, O'Dcmnel doth 
tovenant with Sir William Skefficq^n, ^od 
fi Domiaes Rex velit reformare Hiberniami 
whereof it Ihould feem that he made fomc 
ddubt, that he and his people would gladly be 
governed by the laws of Etiglaiid. Oiily that 
ungrateful traitor Tyrone, though he had nd 
Colour or Ibadow of title to that great lord- 
iliipi but only by grant from the crown, and 
by the law, bf England (for by the Irilh lav 
he had bfceti rdnk^ with the meaneft of hii 
fept); yeti in one of his capitulations with 
the ftate, he required' that no Sheriif iriighi 
have jiirifdiAion within Tyrone ; and confe- 
qucntly that the Uws of England might not 
be Executed there : which retjueft was never 
before niade by O^Ncale, or any other Lord 
of the Irifli, whcri they fubmitted themfelves : 
iMit, cbnti-arywife, they were huratJc fiiitors 
fo have the benefit and protcflion of thjii 
EngU(h laws: 

i« . Tbi» 
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Wi« This then I note as a great defetfl in t!i« 

did grow civil policy of this kingdom ; in that for the 
?^».^.-: fpJice of three hundred and fifty years at 
eating theieaft, after the -conqueft firft attempted, the 
laws to Englifir laws were not communicated to the 
** Int. ififlj^ ,^r the benefit and protedion thereof 
alJowed unto them, though they eameftly de- 
iired and fought the fame; for as long as 
they were out of the prote-Sion of the law, fo 
as every EngUfhnian might opprefs, fpoil, 
and kill them without controul, how wa»- 
it poffible they ftiould be other than outlaws 
' and enemies to the crown of England ? If 
the King would not admit them to the con- 
dition of fubje^, how could they leam to 
acknowledge and obey him as their Sove- 
reign f when they might not converfe or 
commerce with any civil man, nor enter into 
any town or city, without peril of their lives ; 
whither fiiould they fly, but into the woods 
and mountains, and there live in a wild and 
barbarous itianner i If the £ngli(h magiftrate» 
would not rule them by the law which doth 
punilh ireafon, and murder, and theft with 
death, but leave them . to be ruled by their 
own lords and laws, why Ihould they not 
• embrace their own Brehon law, which pu- 
niftieih no offence but with a fine or erick ? If 
the 
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the Irifh be not permitted to purchafe eAatei 
©f freeholds or inheritance, which might de- 
scend to their children, acoording to the courfe 
of our common law, mull they not continue 
their cuflom of taniftry f which makes all 
their pofleflions uncertain, and brings contufi- 
on, barbacifm, and incivility. Iq a word, if 
Ae Englilh would neither in peace govern 
them by the law, nor could in war root them 
out by the fword.; muft they not needs be 
pricks in their eyes, and thorns in their fides,' 
till the world's end ? and fo the conqucft ne- 
ver be brought to perfetfiion. 

But on the other fide, if from the beginning wj^^ 
fte laws of England had been eftablilhed, and ^^^^ 
the Brehonor Irifh law utterly aboliffied, as have cb- 
weH in the Irifli countries as the Englilh colo- mere biSk 
nies ; if there had been no difference made ^^ '^'i 

governed 

, between the nations in point of juftice and by Ehe 
protection ; but all had been governed by one (a^fj 
equal, juft, and honourable law, asDido fpeak- 
€th in Virgil ; Trot, Tyriufijue mibi rtuUodifcri- 
mine habetur. If upon the firft fubmiflion ^^„ -^ 
made by the Irilh Lords to Kine Henry the "^^^ ^^\ 
Second, ^em in regent 6? Dominum receperunt, the Irifti. 
faith Matthew Paris; or upon the fecond 
fubmiffion made to King John, when, Piuftjaam 
Viginti Rfguli mux'me iimvrt pirtirriti homagium 
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fi &f fidehtaiaa feceruttt, as tbe liune authoC 
irriteth ; or upon the third general futmiifSon 
made to King Richard the Setoqd ; wh^i they 
did not only do homage and fealty, but bound 
themfelves by indentures and oaths, (as before 
isxpreffed) to become and continue loyal fubr 
Jefts to the crown of England. If aqyof thefe 
three Kings, who came each of them twice in, 
pcrfon into this kingdom, had, upon thefe fub- 
miinons of the Irilh, received them all, both 
lords and tenants, into their immediate protect 
fion, divided their feveral countries into counT 
ties : made iherifFs, coroners, and wardens of 
ifae peace therein : fent juftices itinerants, half 
yearly, into every part of the kingdom, as 
veil to punifh malefatflors, as to hear and de> 
termine caufes between party ^nd party, ac? 
frording to the courfe of the laws of England ; 
taken furrenders of their lands ^d territories, 
And granted eAates unto them, to holdby Eng- 
Ii(h tenures ; granted them inarkets, fairs and 
other franchifes, and erefted corporate towns 
among them ; all which hath been performed 
fince his Majefty came to the crown ; affured- 
- ]y the Irifli countries had long fince been re-r 
formed and reduced to peace, plenty, and ci- 
vility, which are the effeds of laws and good 
goyemmcDt. They had built houfes, planted 
orchards 
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prcliards and ^rdeus, eret^ed townftiips, and 
made provifion for their pofterities. There 
had been a perfeft union betwixt the nations, 
andconfequently a perfect conqueftof Ireland. 
For the conqueft is never perfefl: till the war 
be at'an end ; and the war is not at an end till 
there be peace and unity ; and there caa 
never be unity and concord io any one king- 
dom but where there isjjut one King, ww al- 
legiance, and one law. 

True it is, that King John made twelve TT^ ^"B" 
Ihires in Leiirflerand Munfter, namely. Dub- wete txz- 
lio. Kildare, Meth, Uriel, Catherlogh, Kil- f^^^'^j^" 
kenny, Wexford, Waierford, Cork, Lim- Endifti 

Col0Bl«l* 

crick, Kerryt and Tif^rary. Yet tbefe coun- 
uea ftretcbed no farther A«i the lands of the 
Englifli colonies extended. In them only 
were the Englilh laws publi&ed and put ia 
executicH) ; and in them only did the itinerant 
judges make their ctrcmts and Ttfitations of 
juftice, ^id not in the cooatries poflefTed' by 
the Irifti, which contained two third parts of 
die kingdom at leaft : atKl therefere King Ed- 
ward the Firft, before the court of Parliainmt 
was eftabliflied in Ireland, did tranfniit the 
ftalutes of EnglMid in this form ; * Domims 
Bex vtandsvit Brive fiium iit btrc vtrba: Ed- 
wardus Pei graiia. Rex Anglmt DemittKs Hil 
jhernitg 
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^mia, &c. Cattcellario Juo HiUrnla falutem, 
Suaedam ftaluta ftr nos de ajfenfu praelaterum^ 
comtum, bamtum ^ commutiitat. regiii noftri 
nuper Lincoln; -if quaedam alia Jiatuta fofttn&- 
dum apud ehorutif faBa, quae in di£ta terra noftra 
Hiberniae ad communem ittilitalem fepuH noftri 
fiju/dem ferrae obfervart voltmus, vohis mittimuf 
fubjigillo noftrOf mandfmles quodftattita ilia in die-' 
fa canceliaria noftra euftodiri, ^k in rotulis ejuj- 
dem cancellaria irrctulari, W adfttigulas placeas 
wftras in terra n^ra Biberniat, ^ Jinguhs cam- 
initatus eju/dem terrae mitti faciatis miniftris nof- 
fris flace^rUm illarum, et vicecomitibus diSoram 
fomitatustn'! mandanies, quod ftatuta ilia coram 
ipjis publfcari ^ ea in omnibus etft/tgulis articuUs 
(vis ohfervarifiTmitexfacu^is. Tefte nteipfo apud 
Ntiingbam, ^c. By which Writ, and by all 
the Pipe-Folls of that time, it isjnanifeft that 
- the laws of Bngland were pubHlhed and put in 
execution only in the counties which were 
then made and limited, and not in the Irilh 
countries, which were negleSed and left wild ; 
and have but of late years been divided into 
fwenty-one counties more. 

Again, true it is, that by the ftatute of Kil- > 
kenny, enafted in this kingdom in the 40th 
year of Kmg Edward the Third, the Brehon 
]ayT was condemned and aboliflied, and the 
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nfe and pratfHce thereof made high trealbn, 
Sut rtiis law extended to the Engliih only, 
and not to the Irifli : for the law U penned in 
this form : * " Item, Forafmuch as the di- 
verfity of Government, by divers laws in one 
land, doth make dtTerfity of ligeance and de- 
bates between the people, it is accorded and 
cAablifhed, that hereafter no Eng1i(hman have 
debate with another Engltlhman, but accord- 
ing to the courfe pf the common law ; and 
that no Englilhman be ruled in the deiinitiDn 
of ihpir debates, by the March law, or the 
Brebon la^v, which by reafon ought not to bo 
named a law, but an evil cullom ; but that 
they be ruled as right is, by the common law 
of the land, as the lieges of our Sovereign 
Lord the King : and if any do to thp contra- 
ry, and iher^f be atainted, that be be taken 
and imprifoned, and judged as a traitor : and 
that hereafter there be no diverflty pf ligeanco 
between the Englifh born in Ireland and Eng- 
lilh bom in England, but th^t all be called and 
reputed EngliQi, and the lieges of our Sove* 
reign Lord the King, &c." This law, wa» 
made only to reform the degenerat? Engtifh, 
but there was no care taken for the reforma- 
tiop of the mere Iri(h ; no ordinance, no prt>- 
vifiop 

* SiaiiU. dt KiJkem^f C 4. 
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vifitHi made for the abollfhing of their barba* 
roiis cufloms and manners. In fo much as 
th€ law then made for apparel, and ridii^ in 
faddles after the Engllfh fafhion, is penal only 
to EpgUfhmen, and not to the Irifh ; but the 
The Ro- Roman ftate, which conquered fo many na- 
communi- tions, both barbarous and civil, and therefore 
cate their Ujjg^ by experience, the heft and readieft 
nationi way of making a perfe^ and abfolute con- 
tbeycon- qucft, refufed not to communicate their laws 
quered, (Q (jjg ,,mjg and barbarous people whom they 
had conquered ; neither did they put them 
out of their prote(ftion, after they had once 
fubmitted therafelves. But contrary-wife it 
is faid of Julius Casfar: ^«a vicit,. vi£los pro- 
legit ille, manu. And again, of another emr* 
pcror: 

frifidt imAHi It iamtteuitt eapi \ 
DnmtpM tfflft vi3nfr»frii Mt^trtia'jmit^ 
Vrhtn ftcijii, qaed prim trUi trot* 

And of Rome itfelf j 

Htfc tfl in gremium •viSoi rpia fahi recepitf 
HumaauK^ae genu comirmm ntmiiit ftdl^ 
Matrii, nttt dtmituet ritu { ciwfqet txcaviff 
§1111 dtmtiii, mjotqtf pit kMp'nqua rmlititil,' 

■' Thei«] 
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- Therefore, as • Tacitus writcth, Julius Agr(» 
fX)U, the Roman general in Britaio, ufed this 
poli(:y to make a perfed conquefl of our an? 
(ceftors, the ancient Britons. " They were," 
faith he, " rude and difperfed, and therefore 
prone uptm every occaCon to majke war. But 
10 induce them by pleafurc to quietnefs and 
reft; he exhorted them in private, and gavo 
them helps in common, to build temples. 
Jioufes, and places of public refort. The 
noblemen's fons he took and inftrufted in the 
liberal fciences, &c. preferring the wjts of 
the Britons before the ftudents of France ; as 
being, now curiou? to attain the eloquence of 
the Roman language, whereas tbcy lately re- 
jected that fpeech. After that the Roman 
attire grew to be in account, and the gown 
to be in ufr among them ; and fo by little 
ftnd little they proceeded to curioCty and der 
licacies in buildings, and furniture of houfe- 
hold, in baths and exquiHie banquets; and 
fo being come to thg height of civility, they ' 
were thereby brought ip an abfoiute fubjec- 
tion. 

Likewife our Norman conqueror, though ^.„. 
he oppreffed the Englilh nobility very fore, the Con- 
and- gave away to his fervitors, the lands and venwd^"" 

♦ ^ Normani 
♦ 7V</»j itt Vita AgHcaUe, 
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aad At pofleflions of fuch as did oppofe his firft in-* 
^If^ont vafion, though he caufed all his a<fts of couti- 
l»w. cil to be publiflied in French, and fome legal 
proceedings and pleadings to be' framed and 
ufed in the fame tongue, as amark and badge 
of a conqueft ; yet he governed all, both 
Englifh and Normans, by one and the fame 
Jaw ; which was the ancient common law of 
England, long'before the conqueft. Neither 
did he deny any Englifhman (that fubmitted 
himfelf unto him) the benefit of that law, 
though it were againft a Norman of the beft 
rank, and in greateA favour, as appeared in 
the notable controverfy' between Warren the 
Norman, and Sherborne of Sherborne Caftle 
in Norfolk ; for the Conqueror had given that 
caftle to Warren ; yet when the inheritor 
thereof had alledged before the King,* that 
he never bore arms againft him ; that he was 
his fubjefl as well as the other, and that he 
did inherit and hold his lands by the rule of 
that law which the King had eftablilhed among 
all his fubjefls ; the King gave judgment 
againft Warren, and commanded that Sher- 
borne (hould hold his land in peace. By this 
means himfelf obtained a peaceable pofleflion 
of the kingdom within a few years ; whereas, 
if 

• Ctf-A'w « Nur/tlt. 
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if ho had caft all the Englifh out of his pro- 
tection, and held them as aliens and enemies 
to- the crown, the Normans (perhaps) might 
have fpcnt as much time in the conqueft of 
England, as the Englifti have fpe'nt in the con- 
queft of Ireland. 

The like prudent courfe hath been obferv- King Ed- 
cd in reducing of Wales ; which was perform- ^^ ^* 
ed partly hy King Edward the Firft, and al- communi- 
together finifhed by King Henry the Eighth. Engiifh 
For we find hy the ftatute of Rutland, niade J|[^^j^ 
the I ath of Edward the Firft, when the Welch- men. 
men had fubmitted themfelves, de alto £?* bejo, 
to that King, he did not rejeft and caft them 
off, as out-laws and enemies, but caufedtheir 
laws and cuftoms to be examined, which were 
in many points agreeable to the.- Irifli or Bre- 
hon law. ^ibus diligenttr auditis £ff pjenius 
ialelledis, qua/dam illarum (fays the King ia 
that ordinance) confilio procerum Jil^vimus ; 
qua/dam permffimus ; quafdum correxlmus ; at 
etiam qua/dam alias adjiciettdas et ft^ciendas dtcn- 
vimus; and fo eftablilhed a commonwealth 
among them, according to the form of ihe 
Englifti government. After this, by reafonof 
thi* fundry infurre(5lions of the barons, the 
Wars in France, and the diflention between the 
iiQufes of York and Lancafter, the ftate of Eug- 
; ;y.::- ::;Jand 



iand neglcftedof dmittcd the execution of thi* 
ftatute of Rutland; fo as a great part of Wales 
grew wild and barbarous again. And there- 
fore King Henry the Eighth, by the ftatutcs 
of the'27ih and 3zd of his reign, did revive 
and recontinue that noble work began by King 
Edward the Firft J atid brought itindecd to full 
perfection; for he united the dominion of 
Wales to the crown of England, and divided 
it into (hires, and ereifted in every Ihire one 
through, as hi England ; and enabled them td 
fend knights and burgefles to the parliament; 
eftablilhed a Court of Prefideney, and ordain- 
ed that J uftices of Affize, and Gaol-delivery^ 
Ihould make their half-yearly circuits there, as 
in England ; made all the laws and fhttutes of 
England in force there; and, among other 
Welch cuftoms, abolirtied that of gavel-kind; 
ti'hefeby the heirs-female were utterly ex- 
cluded, and the baflards did inherit as well as 
the legitimate, which is the very Irifti gavel- 
kind. By means vifhereof, that entire country; 
in a fiiort time, was fecurely fettled in peace 
and obedience, and hath attained lo that civi- 
lity of manners, and plenty of all things, as 
now we find it, not inferior to the bcft parts 
of England. 

Iwifi. 
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i wUl therefore knit up this point with thele 
conclufions : Firft, that the Kings.of England, 
who in former ages attempted the conqueft of - 
Ireland, being ill-advifed and counfelled by 
the great men here, did not, upon the fub- 
miflioDS of the Irilh, 'communic»te their law^ 
unto them, nor admit them to the ftate and 
condition of free fabjefts. Secondly, that for 
the fpace of two hundred years at leaft, after 
the firft arrival of Henry the Second in Ire- 
land, the Iri(h would gladly have embraced 
the laws of Engluid, and did eameflly deGrc 
the benefit and prote<5tion thereof ; which be- 
ing deiued them, did of neceflity caufe a con- 
tinual bordering war between the Englifh and 
Irifh. And laftly, if, according to the exam- 
ples before recited, ttiey had reduced as well 
^e Irifh countries as the Englilh colonies un- 
der one form of civil government (as now they 
are) the meers and bounds of the marches and 
IjprdCTS had been long fmce worn out and for- 
gotten; (for it is not fit, as Cambrenfis * 
writes, that a King of an iflvid (hould have 
any marches or borders but the four feas) both 
nations had been incorporated and united; 
Ireland had been entirely conquered, planted, 
' and 

* GirMtt Ctm&rtKfii, lik- 2. J* Hibtrnit ttcfugnttt, 
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and improved, and returned a rich r<ivenue tfl 

the crown of England. 
Tlwland* The next error in the civil policy which 
from the hindered the perfetflion of the conqueft of Ire- 

Irifl. were igjjj (jjd confift in the dtftribution of the lands 
not well ■ 

diftribu^* and pofleflions which were won and conquer- 
ed from the Irifh. For ihe fcopes of land 
which were granted to the iirft adventurers 
were too large, and the liberties and royalties 
which they obtained therein, were too great 
for fuhjetfls j though it ftood with reafon that 
they Ihould be rewarded liberally out of the 
fruits of their own labours, fince they did mi- 
litary propfiis Jiipendiis, and received no pay 
from the crown of England. Notwithftanding 
there enfued divers inconveniencies, that gave, 
great impediment to the conqueft. 
ITie pro- I^irft. the Earl Strongbow was entitled to 
K*lm- '''^ whole kingdom of Leinfter ; partly by in- 
ed to tiie vafion, and partly h^ marriage ; albeit he fur- 
»entuTct9 rendered the fame entirely to King Henry the 
?^ «» Second, his fovereign ; -for that with his li- 
cence he came over, and with the aid of his 
fubjedls he had gained that great inheritance: , 
yet did the King re-grant back again * to him 
and his heirs all that province, referving only 
. , - the 

• Ciraidni Camhviifii, libit, ji Hibtrtia-txpngaaft. 
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the city of Dublin, and the cantreds neSt ad*: 
joinbg, with the maritime towns, and princii 
pal forts arid caftles. + Next, the fame King 
granted to Robert Fitz-Stephen, and Miles 
Cogan, the whole kingdom oi Corke, from 
iifmore to the fca. J To Philip le Bruce he. 
gave the whole kingdom of Limrick, with tha 
donation of bifhoprics, and abbies; (except the 
city, andone cantredof!andadjoining.||) Td 
Sir Hugh de Lacy, all Meth. To Sir John 
de Courcyi all Ulfter. To William Burke ' 
Fit-Adelm, the greateft part of Connaught. In 
like manner; Sir Thomas de Clare obtained a 
grant o£ all Thoniorid j and Otho de Grandi- 
fon, of all Tipperary; and Robert le Poer* of 
the territory of Waterfordi (the city itfelf* and 
the cantred of .the Ooft-men only excepted.) 
*And thus was all Ird^pd cantftnized a"nongi,„j^^^. 
ten perfons of the Engli(h nation ; and though ^"'^ "> 
they had not gained the polfeflion of obe^third Tdm of Ao 
part of the whole kingdom, yet in title they j^^^^J^ 
were owners and lords of all, fo as nothing 
was left to be granted to the natives. And 
K there- 

t In Archlv. Tur. $ Edtu. 3. Efcbeai mmert I04. 
J z Jobamh Chart, m. 15. W m. 38. 
H 6 7eAfl<i. Chart, m.i. j Joban. Chart, m. II. W «'' 
109. 6Eil. I. Cbari.m.i<). iZEd.Hm.z^ 
* Ciraid. Camb. liii Z. dt Hiber*i»t»{i^. 



..ihyGoo'jIe ,_^ 



( 104 ) 

therefore we do not find in «ny record, or 
ftory, for the fpace of three hundred years, 
after thefe adventurers firft arrived in Ireland, 
that any Iriih lard If obtained a grant of his 
country from the crown, except the King of 
Thomond, who had a grant during the mino- 
rity of King Henry the Third; and Roderick 
O'Connor, King of Connaught, • to whom 
King Henry the Second, before this diflribo- 
lion made, did gram (as is before declared.) 
Vtjit Rex fub eo ; and moreover ^ tit teneat ter- 
ram fuam Cona^iae ita bsne ^ irt face, Jicut te^ 
nuit antequam Domihtis Rex intravit Hihem'iam. 
And whofe fucceflbr, f rn the 24th of Henry 
the Third, when the Burkes had made aftrong 
plantation there, and had well nigh expelled him 
out of his territory^ came over into England, 
(as Matthew *Paris Writes +) and made com- 
plaint to Kiiig Henry the Third of this inva- 
fion made by the Burkes upon his land, in- 
fifting upon the grants of King Henry the Se- 
cond, and King }ohri ; and affirming that he 
had duly paid a yearly tribute of fivethoufand 
merks 

I 6ff. yCbari.m.t. 

• Htuedea in H. ». /«/. 3wr. Archiv. tuir. 17 JtlManit 
Cbarl. m. i- 
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ihertts for iiis kingdom. Whereupon the Kiri^ 
called untd him the Lord Maurice Fit-Gerald, , 
who was then Lord-Jiiftice of Irelarid, and 
Prefident in the Court ; dnd commanded hiiii 
that he (hould root out that unjiifl plantation, 
which Hubert Earl of Kent had, in the time 
of his greatnefsi planted in thofe parts; and 
^iiTOte withal to the great men of Ireland to 
remove the Burkes, and to cftablifh the King 
ofCtMlnaught in thequietpoiTeflidn of his king- 
dom. Howbeit, I do not read that the King 
. of England*s comrtlandmertt, or direflion in 
this behalf, was ever put in execution. For 
the truth is, Richard de Biirgo had obtained a 
grant * of alt Connaught, after the death of 
the King of Connaught, then living, for which 
he gave a thoufand pounds, as the record in 
the Tower recites, the 3d of H^nry the Third, 
clauf. 2. And befides, our great Englith lords 
could not endure that any kings ihould reign 
in Ireland but themfelves: nay, they' could 
hardly endure that the crown of England itfelf 
(hould have any jurifdidion or poVrer oyer 
them. For many of thefe lords, to whom our TJ^^ 
kings had granted thefe petty kingdoms, did, '^^J^*;^ 
by virtue and colour of thcfe grants, claim and en were 
Ki exer-»««""- 
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Ei^t cxarcikjurajegelia within their territories; 
pjlaiinej^infomuch, as there were no lefs than eight 
Ireland at counties palatine in Ireland at one time. 

I For William Marlhal, Earl of Pembroke, 

, who married the daughter and heir of Strong- 
bow, being Lord of all Leinfler, had, royal ju- 
rifdiSion throughout all that province.^ This 
great * Lord had five fons and iive daughters ; 
every one of his fons enjoyed that lordfhip 
fucccflivcly, and yet all died without iffue. 
Then this great lordfhip wasbroken anddivid-* 
cd, and partition made between the five daugh- 
ters, who were married into the nobleft houfes 
of England. The county of Carlow was allotted 
totheeldeftjf Wexford to the fecond ; Kil- 
kenny to the third; Kildare to the fourth ; the 
greateft part of Leix, now called the Queen's 
County, to. the fifth. In every of thefe porti- 
ons, the co-partners feverally exercifed the fame 
jurifdiilion royal, which the Earl Marlhal and 
his fdns had ufed in the whole province. — 
Whereby it came to pafs, that there were five 
county palatines erefled in Leinfler. Then 
eountiw had the Lord of Meth the fame royal liberty 
££.'" i" that terrilory ; the Earl of Ulfltr m all that 
province; and the Lordof Defmondand Ker- 
T 

• Annalei f/iicmite in Camdln^ 
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ry within that county. % All thefe appear up- 
on record, and were all as ancient as the tinr.e 
of King John; only the liberty of Tipperary, 
which is the only liberty that remaineth at 
this day, was granted to James Butier, the firft 
Earl of-Ormond, in the third year of King Ed- 
ward the Third. 

Thefe abfolute Paladnes made Barons and 
Knights, did cxercife high juflice in all points 
■within their territories,* erefted courts for cri- 
minal and «ivil caufes, and for their own reve- 
nues; in the fame form as the King's Courts 
were eftablilhed at Dublin ; made their own 
judges, fenelhals, ffieriffs, coroners, dhd ef- 
cheators; fo as the King's writ did not run in 
thofe counties (which too!: up more than two 
parts of the Englilh colonies) but only in th.e 
church-lands lying within the fame, which were 
called the Crofs, wherein the King rpade a Ihe- 
riff : and fo, in each of thefe counties palatine 
there were two (heriffs ; one of the Liberty, 
■ and another of the Crofs: as in Meih we find 
a (heriff of the Liberty, and a (heriff of the 
Crofs; andfo in Ulfter.andfo in Wexford: and 
fo af this day, the Earl of Ormond maketh a 
flieriff 

t jtnih>. h Caflra D^lin. Arcbiv. Turr. pat. 3. E, 3, 
• Arcih/. /» Ca/ir» DMn. 

r,™-A^rjh;Gopj^le 



( ?q8 ) 
(hcriffof (he Liberty, and the King affierifFof 
the crofa of Tipperary. Hereby it is manifeft 
how much the King's jurtfdiiflion was rcftraiiw 
ed, and the power of thefe Iprds enlarged by 
thefe high privileges. And it doth further 
appear, by one article among others, prefcrT 
red to King Edward the Third, touching the 
reformation of the ftate of Ireland, which we 
find in the Tower, iri thefe words : Item, les 
franchejei grantei in Ireland, que foot Ro'ufllesy 
ielUs come Dureftne &? Cejirtt vous oufiont cybien 
de les profits, come de graunde partie de obeifaTKe 
des per/ons enfranchejes ; ^ en quejcun francbefe ' 
eH cbanceUerie, chequer i^ eonu/ans de pleas, ey~ 
bien de la coronne, come autres communes^ &graa- 
tofft auxf charters d( pardon ; el font fpuent per 
ley et reajb^able caufe feijjes envoftre main, a 
grand profit de vous ', ^t leigermettt refiitues per 
mawidement hors de Epglettere, a damage, iSc, 
Unto whi(;h article the ' King made anfwer : 
Le Roy voet que les francbejes que font et ferront 
per jufie caufe prifes en fa main, nefoent-my ref^ 
litues, ovant que le Roy foit ctrtifie de la <aufe 
de la prife de icellcs. 3.6. Ed. 3. Clauf m. i. 
Again, thefe great undertakers were not tied 
to any form ,of plantation, but all was left 
to their difcretion and pleafure. And al- 
though they built caftlcs, and made free- 
holders, 

, . n,o,-A..i ■ V^.tHH^ie 
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ii9lders, yet were there no tenures or fervic(!S 
xeferved to the crown; but the lords drew 
all the refpefl and dependence of the com- 
. mon people unto themfelvea. Kow let us fee 
what inconvenieacies did arife by thefe large 
and ample grants of lands and Hberties to the 
,firft adventurers in the conqtieft. .;' 

Affurediy by ihefe grants of whole provin- The in. 
ces and petty kingdoms, thofe few EngHfh n-^^" ^Im 
Jords pretended to be proprietors of all the wbiel> 
Jand, fo as there waa no poffibility left of fet- the large 
tling the natives in their poffeffions, and, in f^'^j'jnd 
confequence, the conqueft became impoffibic, libeniei. 
without the utter extirpation of all the Irilh ; 
which thefe EngUlli lords were not able to do, 
nor perhaps willing if they had been able. 
Notwithftanding, becaufe they did flill hope' 
to become ku-ds of thofe lands which were 
poffefled by the Irjfh, whereunto they pretend- 
ed tjtle by their large grants ; and becaufe they 
feared, that, , if the Irifli were received into 
the King's protedlion, and made liege men 
and free fubjeifts, the flate of England would 
eftablilh them in their poffeflions by grants 
from the ■crown, reduce their countries into 
counties, ennoble fome of them, and enfran- 
chife all, and make them amenable "to the law,' 
which would have abridged and cutoff a great 
part 
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part of that greatnefs which they had promif^ 
ed unto themfelves ; they perfuaded the King 
of England that it was unfit to communicate 
the laws of England unto them ; that it was 
the beft poHcy to hold them as aliens and ene- 
mies, and to profecute them with a continual 
TheEng-war. Hereby they obtained another royal 
in Irdand prerogative and power ; which was to make 
iD«Ie war ^^^ ^^^ peace at their pleafure in every part 
at their of the kingdom ; which gave them an abfo- 
piea lire, j^^^ command over the bodies, lands, and goods 
of the Englilh fubjeds here. And befides, the 
Irilh inhabiting the lands fully conquered and 
reduced, being in condition of flaves and vil- 
lains, did render a greater profit and revenue 
than if they had been made the King's free 
fubje(5ts. 

And for thefe two caufes laft expreffed they 
were nqt willing to root out all the Irifti. We 
may not therefore marvel, that when King 
Edward the Third, upon the petition of the 
Irilh (as is before remembered) was defirous 
lobe certified, De vslutilate magnalum fyorum 
in proximo parliamento in Hibernia tenend. Ji fine 
alieno praejudicio concedere poffitt quod per fialut. 
inde fa^. Hibernici ulartiur legibus /IngUcanis, 
five cbartis RegHs inde impetrandis, that there 
was never gny ftatute made, to that cffeft. 
For 
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For the truth is, that thofe great Englilh lord^ 
did, to the ulmoft of their power, crofi 
and withftand the enfranchifement of the 
Irifh, for the caufes before exprefied ; wherein 
I mu{l ftill clear and acquit the crown and 
ftatC'of England of negliijeiice or it! policy, 
and lay the fault upon the pride, covetoufnefs, 
and ill council of the Englilh planted here, 
which in Ml former ages have heen the chief 
impediments of the final conqueft of Ireland. 

Again, thofe large fcopes of land, and great ^he ww 
liberties, with the abfolute power to make «f"* *''**• 

' tion of the 

■war and peace, did raife the Englilh lords to Englift 

, that height of pride and ambition, as that aoc ano- 

they could not endure one another, but grew '''"•- 

to a mortal war and diffention among them- * 

felves: as appears by all the records and fto- 

ries of this kingdom. Firft, in the year 1204, 

the Lacies of Meth, made war upon Sir John 

Courcy ; who having taken him by treachery, 

fent him prifbner into England. In the year 

laio, * King John coming over in perfon, 

expelled the Lacies qut of the kingdom, for 

their.tyranny and opprefiion of the Englilh : 

howbeit, upon payment of great fines, they 

were afterward rcftored. In the year iz88, 

that family being rifen to a greater height, (for 

Hugh de Lacy the younger, was created Earl 

of 

• AmJh Hiierni<t in Camden, 
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of Ulfter, after the death of Courcy without 
ifl"ue), there arofe dlffention and war Between 
that houfe, and William Marfhal Lord of Lein- 

■ iter ; whereby all Meth was deftroyed and laid 
wafte. In the year 1164, Sir Walter Burke, 
having^ married the daughter and heir of I^cy, 
whereby he was Earl of Ulfter in right of his 
wife, had mortal debate with Maurice Fitz- 
Morice the Geraldine, for certain lands iti 
Connaught. So as all Ireland was full of wars 
between the Burkes and the Geraldines (fay 
our annajs). Wherein Maurice Fitz-Morice 
grew fo infolent, as that upon a meeting at 
Thiftledermot, he took the Lord Juftice him- 

■ felf. Sir Richard Capel, prifoner, with divers 
Lords of Munfter, being then in his company. 
In the year, 1388, Richard Burke Earl of 
Ulfter (commonly called the Red Earl), pre- 
tending title to the Lordlhip of Meth, made 
war upon Sir Theobald de Verdum, and bc- 
lieged him in the caftle of Athlone. Again, 
in the year 1292, John Fjtz-Thomas the Ge- 
raldine, having by contention with the Lord 
Vefci gotten a goodly inheritance in Kildare, 
grew to that height of imagination (faith th^ 
flory) as he fell into difference withdivers great 
tioblemen ; and among many others,with Rich- 
ard the Red Earl, whom he took prifoner, and 
detained 
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detained bim in Caftle Ley ; and by tbat dif-i 
f«ntion> tb? Ei^Ufh on the one fide> and the 
Jrifli on the other, did wafte and deftroy all 
the connlry.* 

After, in the year 1311, th? fame Red 
Earl (coming to befiege Bonratty in Thomond. 
which was then held by Sir Richard de 
Clare,'!' as his inheritance), was again takeq ' 
prifoner ; and all his army, cqnAAing fo( the 
moft part of Englifh, overthrown and cut in 
pieces, by Sir Richard de Clare. And after 
this again, in the year 1327, moft of the 
gfeat houfes were handed one againft another, 
{viz>) The Giraldines, Butlers, and Breming- 
haros, on the one fide, and the Burkes and 
Poers on the Qther. The ground of the 
quarrel being none other, but that the Lord 
Arnold Poer, had called the Earl of Kildare, 
Rimer : but thjs quarrel was profecuted wiih 
fu'ch malice and violence, as the counties of 
Waterford and Kilkenny were deftroyed with 
iire and fword, til] a parliament was called od 
purpofe to quiet th\s diilention. 

Shortly after, the Lord John Bremtngham, 

who was not long before made earl of Louth, 

for that notable iervice which he performed 

upon 

t ^Kiialei Hihrrni* is Camdrji. 
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upon the Scots, between Dundalk and the 
Faher, was fo extremely envied by the Ger- 
nons, Verdons, and others of the ancient co- 
lony, planted in the county of Louth, as that, 
in the year 1329, they did mod wickedly 
betray and murder that Earl, with divers prin- 
cipal gentlemen of his name and family; uf- 
ing the fame fpeech that the rebellious Jews 
are faid to ufe in the Gofpel. 

Nolumus bunc regnare fuper nos. 

After this, the Giraldines and the Butlers, 
being become' the moft potent families in the 
kingdom (for the great lordlhip of Leinfter 
was divided among co-partners, whofe heirs 
for the moft part lived in England ; and the 
earldom of Ulfter, with the lordlhip of Meth, 
by the match of Lionel Duke of Clarence, at 
laft defcended upon the crown) had almoft a 
continual war one with another. In-the time 
of King Henry the Sixth (faith Baron Fin- 
glas,* in his Difcourfe of the Decay of Ire- 
land J, in a fight between the Earls of Ormond 
and Defmond, almoft all the townfmen ot 
Kilkenny were (lain. And as they followed 
eomrary parties during the wars of York and ' 
Loncafteri 

• Manufcripi of Bann Fhglas. 
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Lancafler, fo after that civil diflendon ended 
in England, thefe houfes in Ireland continued 
their oppofition and feud ftill, even till the 
time of King Henry the Eighth ; when by the 
marriage of Margaret Fitz-Gerald to the Earl 
of OfTory, the houfes of Kildare and Ormond 
were reconciled, and have continued in amity 
ever Hnce. 

Thus thefe great eflates and royalties grant- 
ed to the Engliih lords in Ireland, begot pride ; 
and pride begot contention among themfelves, 
which brought forth divers mifchiefs, that did 
not only difable the Englilh to finilh the con- 
queft of all Ireland, but did endanger the lols 
of what was already gained ; and of conquer- 
ors made them Haves to that nation which they 
did intend to conquer. For, whenfoevei: one 
Englifh lord had vanquiflied another, the Irifh 
waited and took the opportunity, and fell up- 
on that country which had received the blow ; 
and.fo daily recovered fome part of the land:* 
which were poflTeiTcd by the Englilh colonies. 

Befides, the Engiifh lords to flrengihen 

their parties, did ally themfelves with the 

Irifh, and drew them in, to dwell among 

them,* giving their children to be foftered by 

them; 

*S/Mi. to Henry 7. (. 4. Rel. Pailiaat.inCafiroDabUn. 
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tiifsm ; ahd iiaving no other means to pay of 
reward them, fuffered them, to take Coin and 
Livery upon the Englith freeholders ; which 
oppreflion was fo intolerable, as that the bet- 
ter fort were forced to quit their freeholds 
and fly into England ; and never returned, 
though many laws were made in both realms, 
to remand them back again : and the reft 
which remained became degenerate and mfird 
Irifti, as is before declared. And the Englifli 
lords finding the Irifh exa^ioiis to be more 
profitable than the Englifh rents and fer- 
vices; and loving the Irilh tyranny, which 
was tied to no rules of law or honour, better 
than a juft atid lawful fuperiority, did rejedl 
, and caft off" the Englilh law and governmenti 
received the Iriih laws and cuftoms, took 
Irifli furnames, as Mac William, Mac Phe^ 
tis, Mae Yoris,* refufed to come to the par- 
liaMents which were furamoned by the King 
of England's authority, and fcorned to obey 
thofe Englifli knights which were fent to com- 
mand and govern thi^kingdom ; namely, Sir 
Richard Capel, Sir John Morrisi Sir John 
Darcie, and Sir Ralph Uffbrd. And when 
Sir Anthony Lucie, a man of great authority 
in 

• Baren Finglas, MUsufcnpt. 
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in the time of King Edward the Third, was 
fent over to reform the notorious abufes of 
this kingdom, the King doubting that he 
fhonld not be obeyed, direfted a fpecial writ 
or mandate to the earl of Ulfter,* and the reft 
of the nobility, to aflHl him. And afterwards, 
the fame King (upon good advice and coun- 
fel) refumed thofe exceflive grants of landa 
and liberties in Ireland, by a fpecial ordl-, 
nance made in England, which- remaineth on 
record in the Tower, in this form: ^ia 
plures excejjiva donationes terrarum et liberta- 
tum in Hibernia ad fubdoiam machinal ionem 
Petenlium faSiae funt iic. Rex dehforias 
bujujmodi machinationes volem elidere, de con- 
fiiio peritorum fiU ajfiftentium, omnes donationes 
terrarum et liberlatum praediS. duxit revocan- 
das, •quoufque de merilis danatariorum el cnufts 
ac qualilalibus. donationum melius fuerit infor- 
tnat. et idea mandalum eji Jujliciario Hiberntae 
quod fetfiri facial, tSc.^ Howbeit, there fol- ' 
lowed upon this refumption, fuch a divifion 
anld faiftion between the Englifh of birth and 
the Englilh of blood and race, as they fum- 
moned and hpid feveral parliaments apart one 
from the other. Whereupon, there had rifcn 
a gene- 

• • Ardiv. Tarr. J ff^. 3. cUnf. m. 4. 
■^ 4rsbiti. Titrr.it, Ed. %.flt»f.m.t,. 
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a general war betwixt them, to the utter ex^ 
tinguilhing of the Englifh name and nation ia 
Ireland; if the Earl of Defmond, who was 
head of the faifHon againft the Eng4tfh of 
birth, had not beeu ient into England, and 
detained there for a time:* yet afterwards,, 
thefe liberties being reftored, by diretftion out 
of England, the 26 of Edward the Third, 
complaint was made to the King of the eafy 
reftitution ; whereurito the King made an- 
fwer, as is before expreflfed : fo as we may 
conclude tliis point with that which we find in 
the annals, publiflied by Mafter Camden : 
tlibernki debelhti £3" con/umpti fuijfint, n'tji 
fedilia JngUcorum impedivijfet. Whereunto 
i may add this note, that though fome are of 
opinion, that grants of extraordinary ho- 
nours and liberties made by a King to his fub- 
jeifts, donomorediminifh hisgreatnefs, thari 
when one torch Hghteth another ; for it hath 
iio lefs light than it had before, ^is vetat 
tippofito lumen de tumine jumi f Yet many 
limes inconvenicncies do arife thereupon: 
and thofe princes have held up their fove- 
teignty beft, which have been fpartng in 
thofe grants. And truly as thefe grants of 
little kingdoms, and great royalties, to a few 
private 

• AtiitaUs Uiherniit in Camdm, ' 
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private perfons; did produce the mifchiefs The firft 
fpoken of before: fo the true caufe of the ."'*'""*. 

' turen ot>- 

Biaking of thefe graiits, did proceed from tained 
this ; that the Kings bf England being -other- ni grjnH, 
^wife employed and difrertedi did not "i^kej^y^® 
the conqueft of Ireland their own work, nor of Eng- 
undertake it royally at iheii- own charge ; not profe- 
fiut as it was firft begun by particular advcn- ^** *' 
turers : fo they left the profecution thereof to if^'r owi 
themi and other voluntaries, who came to 
feek their fortunes ih Ireland ; wherein, if 
they could prevail, they thought that in rea- 
foa and honour they could do no lefs, than 
make them proprietors of fuch fcopes of land 
as they could conquer, people, and plant at 
their own charge; referving only the fove- 
reignlordfhip to the crown of England. But 
if the Lion had gone to hunt himfelf, the 
ihares of the inferior beafts had not been fo 
great : if the invafion had been made by an 
army trafifmittcd, furniihed, and fupplied 
only at the King's charge, and wholly paid ' 
with the King's treafures, as the armies of 
Queen Ehzabeth, and King James have 
been, the conqueft had been, fooner atchiev- 
cd, and the fervitors had been contented with 
lefe proportions. 

L For, 
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How tbe Fot when Scipio, Pompey, Ocfar, and othff 
Rome re- g^ncrals of the Roman armies, as fubjefts and 
warded fervanis of that ftate, and wiih the public 
their nen i . ■ 

of WIT. charge, had conquered many kingdoms and 

commonwealths, wq find them rewarded with 
honourable offices and triumphs at their re- 
turn ; and not made lords and proprietors of 
whole provinces and kingdoms which they had 
fubdued to the empire of Rome. Likewife, 
Williain when the Duke of Normandy had conquered 
qucror. England, which he made his own M^ork, and 
performed it in his own perfon, he diflribut- 
ed fundry lordfliips and manors iinio bis fol- 
lowers, but gave not away whole (hires and 
countries in demefne to any of his fervitors, 
whom he moft defired to advance. ■ Only, he 
made Hugh Lupus Count Palatine of Chefter*, 
and gave that earldom to him and his heirs, to 
hold the fame Ita libera ddgladium,Jkiit Rex />- 
nehal jingUam ad Coronam. Whereby that 
earldom indeed had a royal jurifdiftion and 
fovereignty, though the lands of that county in 
demefne, were poQeffed for the moft part by 
the ancient inheritors. 
Wales ( Again,fromthetimccftheNormanConqiieft, 
to the" t'" ^'i^ reign of King Edward the Firft, many 
^^^\ of our Efiglilh lords made war upon the 
Welch men 

Camden in Chejltr, 
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Welclimeti at their own charge : the land^ 
Which they gaibed they held to their ownufbf 
were called Lords Marchers; and had royal li- 
berties withiii their Ibrdfhips. Howbeit; thefe 
-particiiUr adventurers could liever rhake a 
perfeft conqiieft of Wales. 

But *heh Kiilg Ed*ard the Firft Came iii 
perfori with his army thither, kept his refi- 
dence add Court there: thade the reducing 
of Wales an eriterprize of his owti ; be finiOi- 
ed that work in a year or twb> whei'eof the 
Lords Marchers had tiot ptrformed a third 
part, with their continual bothering ^af , for 
two hundred years before. And withal w6 
may obferre, that though this King had now 
the dominion of Wal*is in yum ptoprietaih, as 
' the ft^tute of Rutland affirmeth : which before 
was fubjeA unto him, but in Jurefeodali: and 
though he had loft divers principal knights 
and ijoblemen iti that war,' ;y'et did he not re- 
Ward his fervitors with whole coufitries or 
counties, but with panicular manors-and lord- 
ihips; as to Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln, he 
^ave thelordihip of Denbigh; and to Rcig- 
nold-Gray, the lordihip of Rutben, and fa 
io others. And if the like courfc had been 
^led in the winning and diftributing of the 
lands of Ireland, that ifland had beetl folly 
conquered before the continent of Walef ha4 
L % beea 



fceeti reduced. But thetruib is, when prfv^fi? 
men attempt the coriqueft of countries at theu' 
own charge, commonly their enterprizes do 
perifh without fuccefs: as when, in the time 
of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Thomas Smith ui>- 
dertook to recover the Ardes ; and Chatterton, 
to reconquer then Fues and Orier : the one 
lofi his fon, and the other hknfeif ; and both 
their advenlures came to- nothing. And at 
for the crown of England, it hath had the like 
fortune in the conqueft of this land, ^s fome 
purchafers have, who defire to buy tend at 
too eafy a rate : they find thofe cheap pur- 
chafes fo full of trouble, as th^ fpend twice as 
much as the land is worth, beloie they get tbe 
quiet poffeflion thereof! 

And ar the heft policy wK not obferved Ja 
the diflribution of the conquered lands; fo 
as I conceive, that the firft adventurers intend- 
ing, to make a fall conqueft of the Irifti, were 
deceived in the choice of the fitteft places for 
their plantation. For they fat down, and 
erefled their cafltes and habitations in theplains 
and open countries; where they found mod 
fruitful and profitable lands, and turned the 
Irilh.into the woods and mountains: whicbr 
as they were proper places for outlaws and 
Steves, fo were tliey their natural caftles 
and 
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and fortifications; thither they drove their 
prey and (lealths; there they lurked, and lay 
in wait to do mifchief. Thcfe faft places they 
kept unknown, by making the ways and en- 
trys thereunto impaflable ; there they kept 
their creagbts or herds of cattle, living by the 
milk of the cow, without hofbandry or tillage ; 
there they increafed an^. multiplied unto in- 
finite numbers, by promifcuous gencratioa 
among themfeives ; there they made their af- 
fcmWieS and confpiracies without difcovery : 
butthey difcGvered the weaknefsoftheEnglilh 
dwelling in the open i^ains; and thereupon 
made their fatties and retreats with great ad- 
vantage. Whereas, oti-tbeoihcr fide, if the 
Englifh'had bti^tded" their callles and towns in 
' thofe places of failnefs, and had driven the 
Irilh into the plains mi open countries, where 
they might have had an eye and obfervation 
apon them, the Irifh had been eafily kept jn 
order, and in ftiort time reclaimed from their 
wildnefs ; there they would have ufed ailiage, 
dwelt together I'n townlhips, learned mecha- 
nical arts 3nd fciences. The woods had beea 
walled with the EngUfh habitations, as (hey ^re 
about the forts of Marlborough and PhilJlpfton, 
which were built in the faftcft places in Lein- 
fter, and the ways and paflages throughout 
■ IrelaptJ 
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Ireland would have been as clear and open a» 

they are in England at this day.< 

, TiwEog- Again, if King H'enry the Second, who is 

dijnot're- f^id tD bc the King that conqoered this Ismd, 

f'"*^'\ '*"' . had made fcM^efts in Ireland, as he did eijwge 

woods and > . b 

waftes in ttjc Fotefts in Eogknd (for it appeareth hf 
|arks! C6«-W(4fi5)r^,*th^i:heafforeft€dinadf woods, 
and waftes, to Ae grievance oi the fqbjed^,r 
wbioh by that I^w were difaffjjpefted) ; or if 
thofe ^gUfli lords, amongft whom the wbote 
kingdom was divided, had beengood hunters. 
ivld had reduced th? moiintains, bogs,' qod 
^oods^ yithin the limits of ^efts, chacesi. 
and parks ; affurcdly,- the very foreft la\»r, m4 
tht- law dg MaUfaiieriktu m far£is, would m 
time have driven them,iQto the plains aitd couc^- 
tries inhabited ai^l inaaured. and have made 
them yield up jtheir faft places to thofe wild 
beafts which were indeed lefs hurtful and wti()i 
than they. But it feemeth fitange to me, that 
in all the records of this kingdom, I feldoia 
find any mention rQade of a foreft ; and never 
of any park or free-warren; conCdering the 
great plenty both of vert and vaiifon within^ 
this land ; and that the chief of the nobility 
and gentry are defcended of EagKfli race; and 
yet at this day^ there is but one park ftored 
Vith deer tn all this kingdom ; which is a park 

• Cbari. it Fmfi. r. a. £rf 3. 
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of ihe Earl of Ormond's, near Kilkenny. It 
is then maDifeft, by that which is before ex- 
prelTed, that the not communicating of the 
Englifti laws to the Irifti ; the over-large grants 
of lands and liberties to the Englilh; the plan- 
tation made by the Englifh in the plains and 
Open countrie3, leaving the woods and moun- 
tains to thelrifli; were great defers in the 
civil policy ,.and hindered the perfeiftion of the 
conqueft very- much. Howbeit, notwithftand- 
ing thcfe defers and errors, the Englilh colo- 
nies flood and maintained themfelves in a rea- 
sonable good eflate, as long as they retained 
their own ancient laws and culloms, according 
to that of Ennius : Moribus aniiquis res ftatRo- 
mana •u'trifque. But when the civil govern- -^^^ Ene- 
tnent crew fo weak and fo loofe, as that the ''P" '^'^l"" 

^ niesrejeC- 

Enclilh lords would not fuffer the Englifli laws ted the 

7 . . .,.,... Englilh 

to be put m execution withm their territories uws and 
and feigniories, but in place thereof, both they '=''J°'"^' 
and their people embracei^ the Irifti cuftoms ; braced the 
then the eftate of things, Uke a game at Irifti, 
was fo turned about, as the ^ngiifti, which 
hoped to make a perfe<fl conqueft of Ae Irifti, 
were by them perfeiftly and abfplutely con- 
quered ; becaufe Vi£li 'uiSlorihui Ifges dedere. 
A juft punilhment to our nation, that vould 
pot give laws to the Irifti when they might : 
and therefore, now thp Irtfti gave layfs to them. 
There- 
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Therelfore, this defe(5t and failing of the Eng^ 

lifhjullice, in the Englifh colonies; and the 

inducing of the Iriih cuftoms in lieu thereofi 

was the main impediment that did arreft and 

flop the courfe of the conqueft ; and was the 

only jnean that enabled the Irith to recover 

their flrength again. 

The na- For, if we confider the nature of the Irilh 

l^'(J°„f/ cuftoms, we (hall find that the people which 

tomi. doth ufe them, muft of neceffity be rebels to 

all good government, dctlroy the common-: 

wealth wherein they live, and bring barbarifni 

and defolation upon the richefl: and moft fruit- 

„, _ .„ ful land of the world. For, whereas by the 
Tbe Jnth ; ■ -' 

laws and juft and honourable law of England, and by 

differing ^^e laws of atl other well-governed kingdoms 

from the g^d commonwealths, murder, man-flauehter, 

lawi and ° ■ 

cuftomsof rape, robbery and theft, are punilhed with 
luubns. death ; by the Irifh cuftom, or Brehon law, 
the higheft of thefe offences was punifbed on- 
, ly by fine, which they called an erick. There- 
fore, when Sir William Fitz-Williams (being 
Lord Deputy) told Maguyre that he was to 
fcnd a (heriff into Fcrmannagh, being lately 
before made a county: V: Youriheriff", (faid 
Maguyre) ihall be welcome iq me, but let me 
know his erick (or the price of his head) 
aforehand; that if my pepple cut it off, I may 
cut the erick upon the country.'' As for op- 
/"/> - •,.»,(;^-^ .-■.,>,'/" ^'' a,:,,^. /. preflion. 
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predion, extortion, and other trefpaffes, thp 
weaker had never any remedy againft the 
flronger : whereby it came to pafa that no man 
could enjoy his life, his wife, his lands or 
goods in fafety, if a mightier man than him- 
felf had ah appetite to take the fame fromhim. 
Wherein they were little better than cannibals, 
who do hunt one another ; and he that hath 
moft flrength and fwiftnefs doth eat and de-: 
vour all his fellows. 

' Again, in England, and all well ordered 
pommonwealthsj, men have certain eflates in 
their lands and pofleffions, and their inheri- 
tances defcend from father to fon, which doth 
give them encouragement to build and to plant, 
and to improve their lands, and to make them 
better for their pofleritjes. But by the Irilh The Iri* 
cuftom of Taniftry, the chieftains of every talafajf 
country, and the chief of every Sept, had no 
longer eflate than for life in their lihiefries,, 
the inheritance whereof did reft in np man. 
And thefe chiefries, though they had fome 
portions of land allotted unto them,'did confift 
chiefly in cuttings and cotheries, and other 
Irifh exaftions, whereby they did fpoil and im- 
poverifh the people at their pleafure. And 
when their chieftains were desd, their fons or 
fiext heirs did not fucceed thein> but their 
Taniftres, 
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TaaiAres, who were eleftive, and purchafed 

their elcfSions by ftrong hand ; and by the 

2omIlf '"'^ cuftom of Gavelkind, the inferior tenan- 

gavelkiad. ties were partable amongll alt the males of the 

Sept, both ballardsand legitimate: and after 

partition made, if any one of the Sept had 

died, bis portion was not divided among his 

fons, but the chief of the Sept made a new 

partition of ail the lands belonging to that . 

■Sept, .and gave every one his part according 

to his antiquity. 

The mif- Tbcfc two Irifti cuftoms made all their pof- 

arife Vt *' '^fi'ons uncertain, being (huffled and chatiged, 

ihefe two and removed fo often from one to another, by 

cultoms. , . 

new elections and partitions ; which uncer- 
tainty of eftateS bath been the true caufe of 
fuch defolation and barbarifm in this laRd, as 
the like was never feen in arjy country that 
profefled the name of Chrift. For, though the 
Irilh be a nation of great antiquity, and want- 
ed neither wit nor valour; and though they 
had received the Chriftlan faith above laoo 
years Cmce; and were loversofmufic, fHjetry, 
and all kind of learning, gnd poflefled a land 
abounding with ail things neceflary for the 
civil life of man ; yet (which is ftrange to be 
related) they did never buiid any houfes of 
hrick or ftoue, fome few religious Iroufes ex.- 
. . ' . f^P^^it 
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cepted, before the reign of.King Henry the 
Second, though they were lords of this ifland 
for many hundred years before and fince the 
conqueit attempted by the Englilh: albeit^ 
when they few us build caftles upon their bor- 
ders, they have only, in imitation of us, ereii- 
ed fbme few piles for the captains of the couit? 
Iry I yet I dare boldly fay, that never any par- 
ticulajT perfpn, either before or fince, did build 
any ftone or brict huufe for his private habi- 
tation, but fuch as have lately obtajned efiatesi 
according to tJie courfc of the law of England. 
Neither did any of them in 41 this tiqie plant 
any gardens or orchards, inclofe.or improvo 
their lands^ live together in fettled villages or 
towns, nor made any proyifion for poftenty r 
which being againft all cptnnion fenfe and rea- 
^n, muft needs be imputed to thof? unreafon? 
9ble cuftoips which' made dieir eftates fo un- 
certain and tranfitory in their poffeflbns.'''' 

For who would plant, or improve, or buiM 
vpon that land, whi'ch a firanger, whom he 
knew not, ihoold poflefs after bis death t for 
that (as Solonwn noteth) is one of the flrangeft 
yaoiiies under the fun. And this is the true 
reafon why Ulfter, and all the Irifti counties* 
pre found fo waAe aiid defohte at this day ; 
trad fo would they oxiUnue to the world's end. 
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if thefe cuftoms irfcre not aboliflied by the law 
of England. 

Again, that Iri(h cuftom of gavel-kind did 
breed another mifchief; for thereby every 
man being born to land, as well baAard as le- 
gitimate, they all held themfelves to be gen- 
tlemen. And though their portions were ever 
- fo fmall, and themfelves ever fo poor (for 
gavcl-kind mtlft needs in the end make a poor 
gentility), yet they fcorned to defcSnd to huf- 
bandry or merchandize, or to learn any me- 
chanical art or fc;ence. And this is the true 
caufe why there were never any corporate 
towns ereded in the Irifli counties. As for 
the njaritime cities and towns, moft certain it 
is, that they were built and peopled by the 
Ooftmen or Eafterlings : for the natives of 
Ireland never performed fo good a work as to 
build a city.' Befides, thefe poor gentlemen 
"were" fo affefted unto their fmall portions of 
land, as they rather chpfe to live at home by 
theft, extortion, and cofhcring, than to feek 
any better fortunes abroad : which increafed 
their fepts, or furnames, into fuch numbers, 
as there are not to be found in any kingdom of 
Kurope fo many gmtlemen of one blood, fa- 
mily and furname,'as there are of the O'Neales, 
jii Ulfter; of the Burkes, inCpnnaught; bfthe 
.■ ■ N-..;«,peral(i- 
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Geraldines and Butlers, in Mutifter and Le^v 
fter. And the like may be faid of the inferior 
bloods and families ; whereby it came to pafs, 
in times of trouble and diffeiKion, that they 
made great parties and fad^ions, adhering one 
to another with much conftancy ; becaufe they 
were tied together, vinculo fanguinis : whereas 
rebels and malefaiflors, which are liedtotheir 
leaders by no band, either of duty or blood, 
do more eafily break and fall ofFone from ano- 
lher> And befides, their co>habitation in ot>e 
country, or territory, gave them opportunity 
ibddenly to aflfembte, and confpire, and rite 
in multitudes againft the crown. And even 
now, in the time of peace, we find this in- 
convenience, that there can hardly be an in- 
different trial had between the King and the 
fubjeft, or between party and party, by reafon ^ 
of .this general kindred and confanguinity. ''-' 

But the mod wicked and mifchievous cuf- Tbe 
torn of all others, was that of coin and livery, *'^^ n 
often before mentioned ; which confifted in oin and 
taking of man's-meat, horfe meat, and money, 
of all the inhabitants of the country, at the 
will and pleafure of the foldier ; who, as the 
phrafe of the Scripture is, " did eat up the 
'" people as it were bread ;" for that he had 
nojsther entertainmeat. This extortion was 
originally 
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<b*igtiiAUy Irifli; for they ufed to lay boiiag fiT' 

iipon tbeir people, and neVer gavt their fol^ 

'ne miC-dicr any other pay. But when the EngtiOi 

Strife" ^"^ learned ". they ufed it with more inrolence; 

bj coin and faidde h more intolerable ; for this op- 

•ndliveryk , _ , , ,.■,-! 

premon was not temporary, or limited cither 
to place of time ; but betaufe there waa every 
where a cohtiniial war, either ofFenfive or de^ 
fenfive, and every lord of a country^ and 
every marcher, made war and peace at his 
pleafufe, it became tiniverfal and pferpetual'; 
and was indeed the moft heavy oppreffion that 
. ever was ufed In any Chriftian or Heathen 
kingdom. And therefore, vex opprefforum, this 
crying fin did draw down as great, or greater 
plagues upon Ireland, than the oppreffion of 
the Ifraelites did draw upon the land of Egypt; 
For the plagues of Egypt, though they wer-t; 
grievous, were but of a ftiort continuance ; 
but the pkgueS of Ireland lafted fotir j iun- 
dred veafs togethe r.'"^ This extortiop of coin 
and livery produced two notorious effefts: 
*netvi{e^tii, it made the land waHe ; next, it made 

iS'^' ^^^ P^P'^ ''^'^ = ^^^ ^^*" ^^^ hufbandmaii 

InOi* had laboured all the year, the foldier in one 

night confumed the fruits of all his labour, 

longique pent labor irritus antii. Had he rea- 

fon then to manure the land for the next 

^ ^.^-n^M- Uuf^ . year? 
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year? Or rather, might he not complain as 
the Ihepherd in Virgil ? 

Imfiui bxe tarn nlia ntvelia niUs baiehii f 
Barbamt bai fegttis f En que di/ctrdia civef 
Prrduxil mi/erei f Eaqmii cmfevimui agrti? 

And hereupon of neceflity came depopula- 
tion, baniihment,- and extirpation of the bet- 
ter fort of fubjeds; and fuch as remained 
became idle, and lookers on, expei5ling the 
event of thofe miferies and evil times ; fo as Why rbe 
this extreme extortion and opprefiion hath 1^2^"^;^ 
been the true caufe of the idlenefs of this fo^'isi 

countnea. 
Irilh nation; and that rather the vulgar fort 
have cbofen to be beggare in forego coun- 
tries, than to mamire their own fruitful land 
at home. 

Laflly, this opprefiion did of .force and Why the 
necefljty make the Irilh a crafty people : for reputed a 
fuch as are opprefled, and live in flavery, are "^^f 
ever put to their fliifts : Ing^ttium mala fa^e 
tnovinf: and therefore, in the old comedies 
of Plautus and Terence, the bond-flave doth 
always afl the cunning and crafty part. Be- 
fides alt the cqmmon people have a whinmg 
tone, or accent, in their fpeech, as if they 
did ftill fmart or fuffer fome opprefiion. And Why the 
thii idleneP, together with fear of imminent ["qgj"^,^ 

L , ..I V^.tKHJIO ••. 
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faiifthie^, which did continually hSng over 
their heads, have been the caufe that the Irifh 
Were ever the moft inquifitive people after 
hews of aiiy nation in the world ; as St. Paul 
inade bbfervation upon the pebple of Athens; 
that they were an idle people, and did nothing 
but learn and tell news. And becaufe ihefe 
news-carriers did, by their falfe intelligenci, 
many times ralfe troubles .and rebellions in 
this realm, the rtatnte of Kilkenny doth pu- 
nilh news-tellers (by the name of Skelaghes) 
with fine and ranfdm. 

This extortion of cbirt and livery, was 
taken for the maintenance of their men of 
war: but their Iriniexafliohs, extorted by the 
Chieftains and TaniftSj by colour of their 
barbarous feigiiiory, were almoft as grievous a 

CoOxt' burden as the other; liamely, colhering; 
which were vifitations and progrefles made by 
the lord and his followers among his tenants ; 
wherein he did eat them (its the Englilh pro- 

ftffingi. verb is) out of houfe and home; Sellings of 
the Kerne, of fais family, called Kernety, of 
his horfes, and horfe-boys; of his dogs, and 

Catunp. dog-boys, and the like. And, hftly, cutting's, 
tallages, or fpendings, high or low, at his 
pleafure ; all which, made the lord an abfo- 
lute tyrant, and the tenant a very flave and 
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viflrari; arid iri brie refpeft more miferable 
■ than bond-flttvea; For eommonly the bond- 
flave is fed by hife lord, but here the lord was 
fed by his bood-flave. 

Laftly, there were two othw cuftoras pro- 
per and peculiar to the Irilfi, which being the 
caufe of many ftrbng combinations and faifU- 
ons, do tend to the utter ruin of a comnioii- 
weahh. The one was Foftering, the other, • 
Goflipred, feoih which have ever been of. 
greater eftimstioa ariiong this people than 
with any other natiori in the iChiiSdin world. 
For fofteringi I did never hear, or readj that 
it was in that ufe or reputation in.^ny ptber' 
country; barbarous or civilj as it hath been, 
and yet is, in Ireland ; where they put away 
all their childi-en to fofterers : the.potent and 
i-ich men felling, the meaner fort buying the 
alterage of their chUdren: and the reafon is, 
becaufe in the opinion of thifi people fofteripg 
hath always been a Wronger alliance than 
blood ; and the fofter-childrcn do love, and 
are beloved df their fofter-fathers aod their 
fept, mote than of their natural parent^ ^nd 
kindred; and do participate of their meaps 
more frankly, and do adhere unto tbejn in all 
fortunes with more affeiftion aad conftsncy^ 
And though Tully, in his book of Ftiandfljip, 
M . ..dotb 
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rfoth obferve, t'hif children of princes feeing 
fometimes, in cafes of neceffity for faving of 
their lives, delivered to fliephccds, to be nou- 
rilhedand bred up, when they have, been re- 
flored to then- great fortunes, have ftill retain- 
ed their love and affedlion to their foflerers, 
tvhom for many yeats ihey toolt to- be their 
parents : yet this was a rare cafc> and few ex- 
.amples are to be^oi$id thereof. 

But fuch a general cultom ia a kingdoiRr 
in giving and taking children to fofler, 
making fuch a firm alliance as itdoth in Ire- 
land, was never feen ot heard of in any other 
country of the world befides. 
Goffipred. The like may be laid of Goffipred, or 
, Compaternity, which though, by the canott 
taw, it be a fpiritual afiiniiy, and a juror that 
. was goffip to either of the parties might, in 
former times, have been challenged as aot 
indifFerent by oui* law, yet there was no na- 
tion under the fun that ever made fo religjous^ 
account thereof as the Irith. 

Now ihefe two cuftotns, which of ihcny 
ftlves are indifferent tn other kingdoms, be-. 
ciSme exceedingly evil, and full of mifchief i» 
this realm, by rcafon of the inconveniencies 
which followed thereupon ; for they made, 
. , as I feid before, ftrong parties and fa£tioas, 
- --•' whereby 
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whereby the great men were enabled to op- 
preis their inferiors, and to oppofe theif 
equals ; and their followers wei-e borne out 
and countenanced in all their lewd and 
wicked anions : fdr fofterers and goffips, by 
, the common cuftom of Ireland, were to main- 
lain one another in all caufes lawful and unlaw- 
ful ; which, as ft is a combination and con- 
federacy punilhable in all well-governed com- 
monwealthsj fo was it not one of the leaft 
caufes of the;common mifery of this king- 
dom^ 

I omit tbeir commdn repudiation of their 
wives i their promifcuous generation of chil- 
dren ; their negle<5t of lawful matrimony ; 
their iincleannefs in apparel, diet, and lodg- 
ing ; and their contempt, and fcom of all 
things neceOary for the civil life of man. 

Thefe were the Irifh cuftoms which thd rfow ch« 
Englifh' colonies did embrace and ufe, ' after colonic* 
they,had rejedled the civil and honourable laws ^'^^, 
and cuftoms of England, whereby they be- rate, 
came degenerate and metamorphofed, like 
Nebuchadnezzar ; who, although he had the 
face of a Oian, had the heart of a beaft : or 
like thoic who had drank of Circe's cup, and 
were turned into very beafta, arid yet took 
. fuch pleafure in their beaftly manner of life, 
M z aa 
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As they 'ft'oold not return to their fhape of men 
again. Infomircb as^ within lefs time than 
the age of a man, ihey had no ni;:rks or dif- 
ferences left amongft them of that noble na- 
tion from which they were defcended. For 
they not only forgot the Englifh language, 
and fcorncd the ufe thereof, but grew aftiamed 
of their very Englifh names, though they 
were noble, and of great antiquity; and took 
Irifh firnames andnicknames. Namely, the 
two moft potent families of the Burkes in 
Connaught (after the houfe of the Red Earl 
failed of heirs-males) called their chiefs, Mac 
■William Eighier, and Mac William Oughter. 
In the fame province, Bremingham, Baron of 
Athenrie, called himfelf Mac Yoris,' Dexe* 
cefter, or De'exon, was called Mac Jor- 
dan. Mangle, orde Angulo, took the name 
of Mac Coflelo. Of the inferior families of 
the Burkes, one was called Mac Hubbard, 
another Mac David. In Munllcr, of the 
great families of the Geraldines, planted 
there, one was called Mac Morice, chief of 
. the houfe of Lixnaw; and another, Mac Gii>- 
bon, who was aifo called the White Knight. 
The chief of the Baron of Dunboyne's houfe, 
who is a brantb of the houfe of Ormond, took 
• the firnames of Mae Pheris. Condon, of the 
county 
L ,- ..I v^.tHH^ie 
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couaty of Waterford, was called MacMaioge; 
and Archdeacon, of the county of K'ttkenny* 
Mac Odo* And this they did in contempt and 
hatred of the Engiifli name and nation ; where- 
of thefe degenerate families became more 4nor- 
tal enemies than the mere IriOi. And whereas 
the Aate and governnient, being ^owq weak' 
by their defe<5lipn, did, to reduce th^m to obe- 
dience, grant them many prDte<f)ions and par- 
dons, (the cheapnefs whereof, in aU age3,' 
hath brought great difhonour atid damage to 
ihU commonwealth) they grewfo ungrate- 
ful afid unnatural, as in the end they icorned 
4hat grate atid favour, becaufe the acceptance 
thereof did argue them to be fubjeifts ; and 
. they deCred rAtI|er to be accounted enemies 
than rebels to the crown of England- 

Hereupon was that^Id yerfe made, which 
I find written in the White Book* of the Ex- 
£{iequer, in a hand as ancient as the time of 
King Edfrard the Thitd. 

By 2^*""''"S charier* of pMs, 
To fslfe Engiifli wichouten les. 

This land [hill be mich undoo. 
But Goffiprcd, and alierage, - 
And lee&ig of our Upguage, 

Have mickcly bold there too. 



^, 
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And therefore, jn a clofe-roll in the Tower, 
bearing thiB title. Jh'ticuH in Hibemia obfer^andi, 
we find thcfe two articles anjong others : •[• i. 
yuftichrius Htherhia Aon concedat perdmathtui 
de morte hominis, nee de raberiis.feu incendiis, (^ 
quod dt catero certificet domiaum Regem de no- 
minibus petfniium. 2. Ilem, ^odnecjvfiiciari- 
vs nee aJiquis magnas Hihermx concedat protelli- 
ones alicui contra pacem Regis exiftent. (^c. But 
now it IB fit to look back, and confider when 
^*^ the old Englifh colonies became fo degenerate ; 
-the Eng- and in n hatage they fell away into that Irifhbar- 
^lies'lM^" barifm, rejeifting the Englifh laws and cuftoms. ' 
came 4e*- AlTuredly, by comparing the ancient annals o£ ■ 
Ireland with the records remaining here, and ' 
in the Tower of London, I do find that this 
general defcflion Jell out in the latter end of ■ 
the reign of King Edward the Second, and in 
the beginning of the reign of King Edward the 
Third. And all this great innovation grew 
within the fpace of thirty years; within the 
fompafs of which time there fell out divers 
-iflifc'hievous accidents, whereby the whole 
kingdom was in a aianner loft. For firft, Ed- 
■\vard de Bruce invaded Ireland with the Scot- 
TheScot^ tilharmy, and prevailed fofar, as that he pof- 
Ireland"" fcffcd the maritime patts of Ulfter, marched 

up 
^ - t S ^''- 3- "■ »S' 
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. Tip to the Wills of Dublin, fpoiled the EogHfH ' 
Falc, pafled through Leinfler and Munller, a's 
far as Limrick, and was milfler of ihe Beld in 
every part of the kingdom. 

Tbis happened in the. tenth year of King 
Edward the Second, - at which time the crown 
of England was weaker, and fuffered more 
diOionoUr in both kingdoms, than it did at any 
time fmce the Norman conqueft. Then did 
the ftate of England fend •over John de Ho- 
tham to be treafurer here, with -commiffion to 
call the great lords of Ireland together ; and 
tO'take of them an oath of aiTociation, that they 
Ihould loyally join together in life and death 
to preftrve the rjght of the King of England, 
and-' to expel the common enemy. But this 
tveafurer brought neither men nor money to 
perforrti this fcrvice. 

At that time, though Richard Burke, Earl 
of Ulfter, (commonly called the Red Earl) 
was of greater power than aily other fubjcifl in 
Ireland,' yet was he fo far Aricken in years, 
as that he w^ unabl6 to manage the martial 
affairs as he had done duringall the reign of 
King Edward the Firft ; having been general 
of the Iri(h forces, not only in this kingdom, 
J>at in the wars of Scotland, Wales, and Gaf- 
coigne, 

• 4nndn liibtrnue h CamJri,. 
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DcTmond coigne. And therefore Maiirice Fitz-Thomas 
com- of Defmond, being tbtn the moft aftivc noble-: 
itander in ^^u ;„ t]ijg tealfli, tpok mxJn him the chief 

the war ' 

againftihe.command in this wan for the fupport where: 
""' of, the ifevemie of this land was far too Aott, 
and yet no (opfAy. <4 treafure wa9 feilt out of* 
England. 
When and Theft there lyas IK) njcaoa tor mmntaia the 
how the af my but by cefiing the foldtcrs, aptin tljte f«b- 
ofCoin jeft( as the Irilh were wont to impofg their 
xy^begaT bonaagbt. Whereupon grew that wicked ex- 
amorgthc tertioH of Colnand Livery, fpofcen of before; 
which in A fhort aiae baniihed iht greateft part 
of the freeholders out of the coumy ijf Ker- 
ry, Limrick, Cork, and Waterford ; imowhefe 
poffefSdns Defmond, and his kfafmen,^ aUi^ 
and foUower?, which w^re ihco HioFe Irilh 
than Englilh, did enter, and apprqpriate tbefe 
lands unto themfelvea. Defmond himfelf 
taking what ftopes he liked beft for his demef- 
nes in every country, and r-eferving an Irifti 
fuperiprity out of the reft. :And here, that 
1 may verify and maintain by matter of record, 
that which is before delivered touching the 
nature of this wicked extortion, called Coin 
and Livety, and the mamfold mifchicfe it did 
produce, I think it lit and and pertinent to io- 
icrt ihc preamble of the ftatute of the loth ot 
Henry 
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Henry the Seventh, e. 4. not printed, but rv . 
corded, in the Parliament->rolls of Dublin, \r\ 
thcfe wocds : " At the requeft and fupplieati-. 
" on of the Commons of this land of Irelaixd^ 
•'that where of longtime there hath heea 
*' ufed and exaf^sjd by the lords and gende- 
" men of this land» many and divers damna- 
*'.ble cuftoraa and uiages, wfeich being called 
" GoinandLivery.andpay; thatis, horfe-meat, 
" and man's-meat for the 6nding of their hop fe- 
" men andfootmen ; and over that, ,four peqcc 
^* or fix petKe daily lo every of them, to be had 
'* -and paid of the poor eafth-iillqrs apd tenants, 
^' Inhabitants of the faid land, without any 
f thii^ doing or paying therefore. Befides, 
"many murders, . robberies, rapes, andothcr 
*' manifold extortioiB and oppreffions, hy the 
i'^ laid horle-men and foot-men daily and 
'' nightly committed and done ; vfhich have 
" been the principal caufes of the defolation 
" and de(lru(ftion pf the faid land, and have 
f* brought, the fame into ruin and decay, io as 
" the^moft partof the Engliih freeholders, and 
*^ tenants: of this land being deputed out there- 
" of, fome into the realm of England, and 
" other Came to other ftr^ng^ lands; where- 
'* upon the forefaid lords and gentlemen of 
I* this land have intruded inW the faid free- 
V holders 
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•* liolders and tenants inheritances, and the 
•* fame keepeth and occupicth as their own 
" inheritances ; and fetteth under them itt 
"the fame land the King's Irith enemies, to 
" the diminifhing of Holy Church's rites, the 
•' defertion of the King, and his dbcdient 
" fubjeifls, and the utter ruin and dcfolation 
'* of the land : For reformation whereof,- be 
•* it enaf^ed. That the King (hall receive a 
"fubfidy of twenty-fix ihilh'ngs and eight 
'* pence out of every one hundred and twenty 
" acres of arable land manured, feff." 

But to return to Thomas Fitz-Morice of 
Defoiond : by this iextortion of Coin and 
Livery, he fuddcnly grew from a mean to a* 
mighty eftate ; ififomuch as the Baron Finglas, 
in his Difcourfeof the Decay of Ireland, af- 
firmeth, that his ancient inheritance being not 
one thoufand merks yearly, he became able 
to eipenci every way ten thoufand pouiids^r 
annum. ■ ' .■ 

Tbcfe poIfeJTiorls, beirig thus unlawfully 
gotten, could not be maintained by the juft ■ 
and honourable law of England, which would 
have reftored the true owners to their Itod 
again. And therefore this great man found 
no means to continue and uphold his ill pur- 
chafed greatnefs, but by rejeifHng the EngHJli 
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law aod government, and afTuming in liei^ 
thereof, the barbarous cuftoms of the Irilh, 
And hereupon followed the defeiflion of thofo 
four fhires, containing the greateft part' of 
Munfter, from the obedience of the law. 

In like manner (faith Baron Finglas) the 
,Lord of Tipperary, perceiving how well the 
houfe of Defmond had thriven by Coin and 
Livery, and other Irifli exaflions, began to 
bold the like courfe in the counties of Tip- 
perary and Kilkenny ; whereby he got greater 
fcopes of land, efpecially in Ormond, and 
raifed many Irilh cxaiftions upon the Englith 
freeholders there ; wliich made him fo potent 
and abfolute among them, as at that time they 
knew no other law than the will of their Lord. 
Befides, finding that the Earl of Defmond 
excluded the ordinary miniilers of jufltce, un- 
der, colour of a royal liberty, which he 
claimed in the counties of Kerry, Cork, and 
Waterford, by a grant of King Edward the 
Firft (as appeareth in a quo -warranio, brought 
^ainft him, anno iz Edw- I.) the record 
whereof remaineih in Bremingham's Tower, 
among the common Plea-rolIs there. 

This Lord alfo, in the third of Edward the 

Third, obtained a grant of the like liberty 

in the county of Tipperary, whereby he got 

the 
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tlie law into his own hands, and fhut out the 
common law and jullice of the realm. 

And thus we fee that all Munller fell away 
from the -Englifh law and government in the 
end of the reign of King Edward the Second 
gnd in the beginning o£ the reign of King 
Edward the Third. Again, about the fame 
time, viz. in the 20th year of Kttig Edward 
the Second, when the ftate of England was 
well oigh ruined by the rebellion of the ba- 
rons, and the government of Ireland utterly 
The rifing neglede,d, there arofe in Leinfter one of the Ca- 
^ Mac yajjagiieg^ named Donald Mac Art, who named 
and o himfelf Mac Murrogh^ King of Leinfter, and 
Leinfter. poffeflTed himfelf of the county of Calherlogh, 
and of the greateft part of the county of Wex- 
ford.* And fhprtly after, Lifagh O Moore 
called himfelf O Moore, took tight caftlcs in 
one evening, deftroyed Dunamcfe, the prin- 
Xhede- cipal houfe of the Lord Mortimer, in Leix, 
l^oU^ recovered that v^-hole county, De /ervo Pmi- 
greatpart nus, de JubjeSls prfTiceps effeSus, faith Friar 
fier. ^ Clynne, in his Annals, f 

Biefides,. the Earl of Kildare, imitating his 
coufin of Defmond, did not omit to make the 
hke ufe of Coin and Livery in Kildare, and 

• Annaht Jiibirni^ in Camdn. 
^ Annaiei 'jibiB.Clynse. Manuf, 
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tlie Wefl part of Meth, which brought the 
like barbarifm into thofe parrs. And thus a 
great part of Leinfter was loft, and fell away 
from the obedience of the crown, near about 
the time before exprefled. 

Again, in the feventh year of King Edward The Earl 
the Third, the Lord WilHam Burke, Earl of "'^ ""^"J 

; ' murdered* 

Ulfter, and Lord of Connaught, was treacher- 
oufly murdered by his own fquires at Knock- 
fergus, leaving behind him, unicam &? utiius 
' anni jiliam (faith Friar Clynne.*) Immedi- 
ately upon the murder committed, the Coun- 
tefs, with her young daughter, fled into Eng- 
land ; fo as the government of .that country 
was wholly negle»5ted, until that young lady 
being married to Lionel Duke of Clarenc?, 
that Prince came over with an army, to re- 
cover his wife's inheritance, and to reform 
this kingdom, anno -^6 of Edward the Third. ,■ 
But in the mean time what became of that 
great inheritance, both in Ulfter and Con- 
naught ? AiTuredly, in Ulfier, the fept ofTheEwi- 
Hugh Boy O'Neal, then poITefling Glaucou- t^^f 
keyn and Killeightra in Tyrone, took the op- covered 
portunity, and, pafliag over the Bann, did firftf-i(]jh."' 
expel 

* Amalii JibaMf CljMne. Manuf, 

+ Mridgtmint >f SaJut Pajmii, Uanuf. Barm Fix^kn 
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feKpei the Engliih out of the barony of Tiife 
card, which is now called the- Rout ; and like- 
frife out of the Glj'nnes, and other lands, as 
far as Knockfergus ; which country, or extent 
of land, is at this day called the Lower Claii 
Hugh Boy. And fhortly after that, they came 
up into the Great Ardes, which the Lattn 
Svriters call AUitudinei Vllonite, and was then 
the inheritance of the Savages ) by whom 
they were valiantly refifted for divers years: 
but at laft, for want of caftlos and fortiBea- 
tions (for the faying of Henry Savage menti* 
oned in every ftory, is very memorable, That 
6 caftle of bones was better than a caftle of 
itones) the Englifh were over-run by the mul- 
titude of the Irith : fo as about the 30th of 
iKing Edward the Third, * fome few years be- 
fore the arrival of the Duke of Clarence, the 
Savages were utterly driven out of the Great ■ 
Ardes, into a little nook of land near the river 
of Stranford ; where they now poITefs a little 
territory, called the little Ardes ; and their 
greater patrimony took the name of the Upper 
Clan Hugh Boy, from the fept'of Hugh Boy 
O'Neal, who became invaders thereof. 
'(iede-_ For Connaught, fome of the younger bran- 
jwQof j-he, of the family of the Burkes, being 
lugiit. planted 

* jimmies Uiicmiie in Camden. 
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planted there by the Red Earl and his anceC 
tors, feeing their chief to be cut off and dead 
without heir male, and no man left to govern 
or protetft that province, intruded prefently 
into all the Earl's lands, which ought to have 
been felzed into the King's hands, by reafon 
of theminority of the h«r. And withina ftort 
fpace, two of the moft potent among them 
divided that great lordfhip betwixt them : the ,, 4^ 
one taking the name of Mac William Ought- ^^^Jiw- 
er; and the other of Mac William Eighter;* f^y(M^-*i^ 
as if the Lord William Burke, the laft Earl of ^^JL 
IJlfter, had left two fons of one name behind t^^^w' 
him to inherit that lordfhip in eourfe of gavel- ' 
kind. But ihey well knew, that they were 
but intruders upon the King's pofleflion dur- 
ing the minority of the heir ; they knew thofc 
lands were the rightful Inheritance of that 
young lady ; and confequently, that the law 
of England would fpeedily evi^ them out of 
their pofleflion ; and therefore, they held it. 
, the bell policy, to caft off the yoke of Eng- 
lirti law, and to become merelrilh: and ac- 
cording 10 their example, drew all the reft of 
the EngUlh in that province to do the like ; 
{6 as from thenceforth they fuffered their pof- 
fcflions to run in eourfe of taniflry and gavel- 
kind, 
* Barm Fiavla 1. MaM«/tript, 
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feitid. They changed their narties, iaagiiagtij 
and apparel, and all their civil manners and 
cuftoms of living. Laftly, about the 25tfa 
year of King Edward the Third,* Sir Rich- 
ard de Clare was flain in Thomondj and all 
the Englifli colonies there utterly fupplanied; 
Thus, in that fpace of time which was be- 
tween loth year of King Edward the Second; 
and 30th year of King Edward the Third, (I 
fpeak within compafs) by the concurrence of 
the mifchiefe before recited, all the old Eng- 
" -lifh colonies in Munfter, Contiaught, and Ul- 

fler, and more than a third part of Leinfter, 
. became degenerate, arid fell away from the 
crown of England ; fo as only the four (hires 
of the Englifli Pale remained under the obe- 
dience of the law ; and yet the borders of the 
marches thereof Were grown unruly, and out 
of order too, being fubjeift to black rents and 
tribute of the Irifh ; which was a greater de- 
fedion than when ten or twelve tribes depan- 
ed and fell away from the Kings of Judah. 
courfcs But was not the fta^e of England fenfible 
?a"w w" of '^'5 lols and diOionour ? Did not they en-, 
reform thU deavour 10 recover the land that was loft, and 
kingdom^ . , , -, , . , ,- 

lince the to rcduce the fubjecls to their obedience ? 

EngliOi 
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^ruly King fidvard the Second,' by the i^^ Edw. U. 
ciirfions of the ScottHh nation, and by the in- 
furredtipn of his baronsy who raiCed his wife 
and fon againft him, and in the etid depofed 
him, was diverted, and xttterly difabled to re;- 
foTih the diforders of Ireland. But as foon as 
the crown of En^and was transferrdd to King KJitg t^ 
Edward the Third, though he was yet in his *hJi' j'-j 
minority, the &2a6 there began w look into lirftendM- 
the defperate Ctuatiwr of things here ; and fotmariwi, 
finding fucha general defedtion,* letters were 
fent from the King to the great men and pre- 
lates; requiring them partieukrly to fwear 
fealty to the crown o( Errgland. 

Shottly aftei-j Sir Anthony Luoie, a pcrfon Sir Anrt*. 
of great authority in England in thofe days, "^ ^''^ 
Was ferit Over to wcS-k a reformation in this 
kingdom, by a fevere courfe ,- and to that end 
the King wfote exprefsly to the Earl of \JU 
fter, and others of the nobility, to affift hfm* 
as is before remeinbered. Prefently, upon 
his afrivali he arrefted Maurice Fitz-Thomas, 
Earl of Defmond, and Sir William Breming-* 
hamtf and' committed them prifoners to the' 
Caftle. of Dublin rf where Sir William Bre- 
tningham was executed for trealbn, though 
. N the 

• Arciiv. 7Wr; 2 E. j. cij»/. ptrf. t. m. i6, 
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the Earl of Dermond was left to mainprizc, 
upon condition he Oiould appear before the 
King by a certaiti day^ and ia the mean ttinc 
to continue loyal. 

After this, the King being advertifed that 
the over-lai^e grants of lands and libertiei 
made to the lords of Englifh blood in Ireland, 
made them fo infolent, that they fcorned to 
obey the law and the magillratB, did abfolutp- 
iy refume all fuch grants as is before declared. 
But tlie Earl of Defmond^ above all men, 
Refum found himfelf grieved with this refumptiDD, 
lion of li- or repeal of liberties ; and declared hi* dif- 
like and difcoatentment, infomucU as he M 
' not only refufe to come to a parUROKat at Dub- 
lin, fummoncd by Sir William Morris. Pepn- 
ly to the Lord John Darcy, the King's i*iei»- 
tenant ; but (as we have laid before) hff ratied 
fuch difTention between the Engliih of blood 
and the Engtilh of birth, as the like was ne- 
ver feen from the time of tbt firll planting of 
our nation in Ireland. And in this fnfUow 
and feditious humour he drew the Earl of KtJ* 
dare,* and the reft of the oobiltty, with tfai 
citiiEctis and biirgeflfcs of the principal towns, 
to hold a feveral parliament by tfaemfdves an 
Kilkenny ; where they framed certain articles 
againft 
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dgainA the Deputy, and tranfmitted the iame 
into England to the Kin^. 

• Hereupon Sii^RalphUffoi-d, who had lately Sir Ralph 
before married the Oounicfs of Ulfter, a man " ' 
of courage and feverity, was rfiade Lord Juf- 
ticej* who 'forthwith calling a parliament, 
fent a- fpecial commandment to the Earl of 
Defmond to appear in that great council ; but 
the Earl wilfully rcftifcd to come. Where- 
upon the Lotd Juftice raifed the King's (land- 
ard.t and marching with an army into Mtin- 
fter, feized into the King'shands aH the pof- : 
feflions of the Earl, took and executed his 
prihcrpal followers, Sit Euftace le Poef, Sir 
William Graunt> and Sir John Cotterell ; for- 
ced the Earl himfelf to fly arid lurk, till twen-* 
ty-frx noblemen arid knights became mainpe^- ' 
nors lot his appearance at a certain day pre- 
fixed ; btM he making default the fecond time, 
the litnioA - advantage wds ta^en againft his . 
fureties. . BeCdes^ at the fame time, ihi^ 
Lord juftice caUfed the Earl of KUdare to be - 
arrefied, and committed to the Caftle of Dub- 
lin: indited and imprifoned many other dtfo- 
bedient fubjeds ; called in, and cancelled 
fuch charters as were lately before refumed ; 
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and proceeded every way fo rQupdly and i*e- 

verely, as the nobility, which were wont to 

fufFer no controlment, ,dM>muchdi(l3fte himj 

and the commons, wboin.this land have ever 

been more devoted to their immediate lords 

here:, whom they faw every d^y, than unto 

their fovereigt^ Lord and King, whom they 

never law, fpake'Ul of ^is Governor, as 

of a rigorous and cruel man, thoit^ in troth 

he was a fingular good juflicer ; and, if he had 

not died in the fecond year of his government, 

was the likelieft perfoa of that age to have 

reformed and reduced the degenerate Englilli 

colonies to their natural obedience of the 

crown of England. 

Moricc Thus much then we may obferve by the 

Thomas, way, that Morice Fitz-Thpmas, the firft Earl 

^,^ of Defmpnd, was the firft EngUlh Lord that 

Ddmond. impofed Coin and Livery upon the King's 

of^e'^'ifubjefts; and the firft that raifedbiseftateto 

oppreifi- immoderate greattwfs, by that wicked extor- 

diiTcniioni tlon and oppteSJon ; that be was the firft that 

^uvcd '' I'ejetfted the Englifli laws and government, 

^ '^ and drew others, by his exam];4e, to do the 

Hitit ' tike ; that he was the firft peer of Ireland 

that Vefufed to come to the. parliament fum- 

, moned by the King's aijthority; that he was 

the firft that made a divifion and difiindtion 

between 
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between Ae Englil^ -Qf blood, and the EogliOi 
of'birth, ' ' ' , 

And as this Earl was the odI y autljor and '^' ^f' 
firft aftor of thefe mifchiefs which gave thehoufcof 
greateft injpediment to the full conqueft of 
Ireland ; fo it is to be rioted, that albeit 
others of his rank afterwards offended in the 
lame, kind, whereby their houfes were many 
times ip danger of ruin, yet was there not 
ever any noble houfe of Englifh race in Ire-, 
land utterly deftroyed and finally rooted 
out by the band of juftice, but the houffe of 
Deftfiond onlyj nor any pe«r of this realm . 
ever put to death .{though divers have been 
attainted) but Thomas Fitz-James the Eart 
of Defmond otily ; and only for thofe wicked • 
cuffoms brought in bj^ the firft Earl, and 
praftifed by his pofterjty, though by feveral 
laws they were made high-treafon. And 
therefore, though in the 7 th of Edward the 
F6urth> during the government of the Lord 
Tiptoft, Earl of Worcefter, both the Earls 
of Defmond and Kildare were attainted by 
parliament at Drogheda, for alliance and 
foftering with the Irifli, and for taking Coin 
and l^ivery of the King's fubjedls, yet >wa3 
Defmoadonly put to d^th; for the Earl of 
Kildare 
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Kildare received his pardon.., And albeit 
the fon of ihisfiarlof Defmcshd, wnp loft his 
The head at Drogheda, was reftored tp the Earlr 
f^'^'[' dom, yet could not the King's grace rege- 
IwlaiKt. nerate obediepce in that degenerate houfe j 
^* * * ^ut it grew rather more wild and barbarous 
than before: for frotn thenceforth they re* 
claimed a ftrange privilege : " That the Earl? . 
" of Defmond rtiould never come to any 
" parliament or gfand council, or within any 
- " walled town, but at their will and plea- 
" fure." Which pretended privilege, James 
Earl of D'efmond,' the father of Girald^ ihe 
laft Earl,, renounced ani^ Jurrendered, by 
^lis deed in the Chancery of Ireland, in the 
jad of Henry the Eighth. At which time, 
among the mere Irifh, he fubmitted, hipif^lf 
tp Sir Anthony Saint Leger, then -Lord- 
Deputy, " took an nath of allegiance, cove- 
nanted that he would fufTer the law of Eng- 
land to be, executed in his country, , and affiil 
' the King's judges in their circuits; 'and if 
any fubfidies Ihould be granted by parha- 
ment, he would permit the lame to be levied 
upon his tenants and followers : which co- 
venants arc as ftrange as the privilege itfelf, 
fpoken of before. But that which I conceive 
Biofl 
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moft "wonhy of obfervation upon the fortunes 
of the houfe of Dcfmond is this: That ati 
Moricc Fitas-Thomas, the firB Earl, did firft 
raife the gfeatnefs of that houfe, bjF Irilh en- 
adions and opprefliotis ; Sa Girald, the lail 
Earl, did at laft ruin and reduce it to nothings 
hyufingthe like extortions. For certain it 
i9, that the firft occafion of his rebellion grew 
Scorn hence: That when he attempted to 
charge theDecies in the county of Water- 
ibrd with Coin aod Livery, Black Rents, and 
COfti^rieis, after the Iri(h manner, hewaare- 
fifled by the Earl of Ormond, andj upon an 
eticounter, overthrown and taken prifoner ; 
which made his heart fo unquiet, as it eafily 
conceived treafon agatnll the crown/ aod 
brought forth a<flual and open rebeUi<m« 
wherein he perished himfelf» and made a final 
extiDguifhment of bis houfe and honour. 
Oppreflion and extortion did maintain the 
^eatnefs; and ojiprelTion and; extortion did 
. extinguilh the greatnefs of that houfe : which 
may well be expreflcd by the old emblem of 
a torch turned downwards, with this word, 
^od nte alit, exli/i£$/jt. 

Now let us return to thd courfe of refor- 
mation held and purfued here after the death 
ef Sir Ral(^ USbrd, whicb happened in the 

tWCB- 
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fwcntieth fear of King Edward IH: After 
which time, albeit all the power and counfet 
.of England was converted towards the conr 
qaeft of France, -^et was not the, work of rer 
formation altogetlrer difcontinued. For, in 
. . the 25th year of King Edward the Third, Sir 
Thomas Rookeby, another worthy governor, 
whom I have before named, held a Parlia- 
ment at Kilkenny, wherein many excellent 
laws were propounded and ena<^ed for the re- 
ducing of the Englilh Colonies to their obe- 
dience ; which law? we £nd enrolled in ihs 
remembrancer's office here ; and' differ not 
much in fubllance from thofe other flatutes of 
Kilkenny, which not long after (during the 
The government of Lionel Duke of Clarence) 

courfe of . , n j 1. ' ■ 

reforaiati- were not only enacted, but put m execution. 
J" P"'" ^^'^ noWe Prince having married the daugh- 
ponel tcr and heir of Ulfter, and being likewife a 
ptarence. co-parlner of the county of Kilkenny, in the 
ihirty-fixth year of King Edward the Third, 
came over the King's Lieutenant, attended 
with a qpod retinue qf martial men, as is be- 
fore remembered, and a grave and honour- 
able council, as well for peace as for war. 
' But becaufe this army was not of a competent 

flrengih to break and fubdue all the trilh 
(although he quieted the borders of the Eng- 
li 
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tifti Pale, and held all Ireland in awe with his 
name and prefence), the principal, fervicpthat 
he intended was, to reform the degenerate 
Englifli Colonies, and to retbice them to obe- 
dience of the Engiilh law and magiflrate. Te 
thajE end, in the fortieth year of King Edward 
^e Third^ he'hdd that famous Parliament at 
Kilkenny, wherein' many notable laws were 
cnafted, which do (hew and lay open (for 
the law doth heft difcover enormities) how 
much the Englilh Colonies were corrupted at 
diat time, and do infallibly prove that which 
is laid down before, that they were wholly 
degenerate, and fallen away from their obe- 
dience. -Eor firft, it appeareih by the pre- 
amble of thefe laws, that theEnglifhof this 
realm, before the coming over of Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, were at that time become mere 
Iriff) in their language, names, apparel, and all 
their manner of living, and had reje^d the 
Englifh laws, and fubtnitted themfelves to the 
Irifh, with whom tbey had many * marriages - 
and alliances, which tended-to the utter ruin 
and deftruiftion of the commonwealth : there- 
fore, alliatice by marriage, nurture of infants, 
and'goflipred with the Iriffa, are by this f fta^ 
tute" 

. • Arcittv. in Cafin DmI>U». 
t SuikUl ef Kilktnirff C. 2, 3, 4, W 10. 
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lute made hi^rtreafon. Agak)» if aay maa 
of Engliih rac6 Iboald ufc an Infb naiDae, Icilh 
language, or IriOi apfioret, or aay other guife 
AiT fafliion of the Irifh ; if he had &nds or te- 
nements, the .&nle fhonid be feized till he bad 
giveo ibcttrity.io tbe.Chanccryv to comfarm 
himfcH in all points tor the Eb^i/H lAanoer of 
Hving ; and if -he had no lahda» bis body #as 
to be taken and impiifbocd.till be found fure- 
ties as aforc&id. 

Again, it was eftaktiOied dhd commanded, 
thattbe Englifb in all their contnWerries Hioukl 
be 'ruled and governed by the «ommoti law 
of England : tOid if any did fvbmit himfelf 
to the Breban hw, or March law, he 0iould 
be adjadged a.traiior. 

A^in, bccaufe the EtagltOi: at tbdt lime 
made war and peace frith the bordering ene- 
my at their pleafure, ihcy were expfcfly pro- 
hibited to lety war upon the Iriib, without 
fpecial warrant and dire^ion frcnn the ftate. 

Again, it was made penal to the En^ifii 
to pcrnrit the Irifh to creaght or graze upon 
their btids • : to prefcnt them to ecclefiafti- 
cai benefices ; to receive them into any mo- 
naftcries, or religious houfes; or to- enterrain 
any of their minftrels, rhymers, or news- 
tellers: 

* Slelutes »J KilktKtr/, C. \i, 13, 15, I7» aa» W»4. 
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tellers : to impof* or affefs guy. horfe or foot 
upon (he Englilh fubjc^s againft their will, 
was made felony. And hecaufe the great li- 
berties of franclHfes fpoken of. before were ' 
become fan^uaries foc^all^malefaiflors, ,,e}c.- 
prefs power was given to the King's , Shjcriffs 
to eqter into all francbif^» aQd there to ap- 
prehend all fejpna an^ traitors. And laftly, 
becaufe the great lordsj ,yf\eit t]xcy levied 
forces for the public fetvicp,. did Uy Ufiequal 
burthens upon the gentlcmen^iyl freeholdersy 
it was ordained, that four Wardens of the 
peace in. every Qounty (h?i.u[d fet down and 
appoint what men a[ii^.:armQur ; levery man 
ihould bear, according (P his, freehoiflt, Xtf 
other ability of his eftato. 

Thefe, and other laws, tending to a g?ne- The (h- 
ral reformation, were enafted in that Parlia-" J^'"^^ 
ment: and the eitecution of thefe laws, to- <ii«in">ci» 
gcther with the prefence of the King's fon, degenerate 
made a notable alteration in the ftate apd.^"^'''^* 
■manners of this people within the fpace of 
feven years, which was the term of this 
prince's lieutenancy. 

For all the difcourfes that I .have feen of 

the decay of Ireland do agree in this, that 

the prefence, of the Lord Lionel, and ihefe 

Aatutes of Kilkenny, did rcftore the Englifh 

govern- 
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' government in the degenerate colonies fordivere 
years. And the * ftatute of the tenth of Hen- 
ry the Seventh, which reviveth and confirm- 
eth the ftatutes of mikenny, doth confirm 
as miich. For it 'declareth, " That as long 
as&eit: laWs were put in ufe and execu- 
tion, this land continued in profperity Mid hi>- 
nout : and Cncc they were not executed, the 
fubjeifb rebelled and digrefled from their al- 
legiancet nid the- land fell to ruin and defo- 
iatton.** Aiid withal we find the effeA of thefe 
laws in the Pipe-rolls and Plea-rolls of this 
kingdom : for, from the thirty-fixth of Ed- 
ward the Thirds when this Prince entered 
into his governmetlt, till the begiqntng of 
Richard the Second's reign, we find the re- 
venue of the Crown both certain and cafiial in 
Ulfter, Muniler, and Connaught, accounted 
for; and that the King's Writ did run, and 
. the common law was exectited in all of thefe 
provinces. I join with thefe laws the perfo- 
Tbepre- Hai prefenccof the King's fon, as a concurrent 
th*Kine'i ""^^ °^ '^^^ reformation : '* Becaufe the peo- 
I'oa did pie of this land, both Epglilh and Irilh, out of 
.vance the a natural pride, did ever love and defire to be 
reformati- governed by great perfons." And therefore 
I may here juftly take occafion tp note, that 

firft 
. • Slat. i« Hft, 7. C. 8, 
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firft the abfence of the Kings ot England, and ^Wmce 
next the abfrace of thofe great lords who KinK* and 
were inheritors of thofe mighty fegniorics of^^jjn 
Leinfter, Ulfter, Connaueht, and Mcth, have i-"."!'*", 
been main caufes why thie kmgdom was not wh}* the 
reduced in fo many ages. Jwrotre- 

Touching the abfence of our Kings, three "'"'«<'• 
of them only fioce the Norman Cooqueft have Abfence 
made royal journies into this land; namely, ^" 
King Henry the Second, King John, and King 
Richard the Second. And yet they no fooncr 
arrived here, but that all the Iri(h (as if they 
had been but one man) fubmitted themfelves, 
took oaths of fidelity, and gave pledges and 
hoftages to continue loyal ; and, if any of thofe 
Kings had continued here in perfon a compe- 
tent time, till they had fettled both Englifh 
and Irifh in their feveral poQefllons, and had 
fet the law in a due courfe throughout the 
kingdom I thefe times wherein we live had 
not gained the honour of the final conqueft 
and reducing of Ireland. Forjhe King (faith 
Scdomon] dijipal omne malam intuilu /uo. But 
when Mofes was abfent in the mount, the peo- 
ple committed idolatry:' and when there was 
no King In Ifrael, every man did what film- 
ed befi in his own eyes. 

And 
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An(3 therefore when Alexander had con- 
quered the Eafl part of the world, and demand- 
ed of one what was the fitteft place for the 
leatof his empire, he brought and laid a dry 
hide before him, and defired him to fet his 
loot on the one fide thereof; which being 
done, all the other parts of the hide did rife up : 
but when he did fet" his foot in |he middle of 
ibe hide, all the other parts lay flat and even : 
which was a lively dcmonftration that if a 
Prince keep hts refidence in the border of bis 
dominions, the remote parts will eafity rife 
and rebel againll him; but if he make the 
centre thereof his feat, he ihall eafily keep 
them in peace and obedience. 
The «b- Touching the abfence of the great lords : 
fetice of ^ji writers do impute the decay and lofs of 
EngiiOi Leinfter to the abfence of the Englilh lords, 
who married the five daughters of William 
Marfhall, E«rl of Pembroke (to whom that 
great feigniory defccnded), when his five fons,- 
who inherited the fame • fucceflively, and 
during their limes held the fame in peace and 
obedience to the law of Engfand, were . all 
dead without iffue : which happened about' 
the fortieth year of King Henry the Third : 
for the eldeft being married to Hugh Bigot,' 
Earl 

• Baran FiiigUt, Manufcripi, 
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Earl of Norfolk, who, in right of his wtFe, 
had the Marlhallhip of England; the fecoad, 
to iWarren de Moiintchon&y, whofe Toli: daugh- 
ter and heir was matched to William de Vakn- 
tU, half brother to King Henry IIL who by 
chat match was made Earl of Pembroke ; ttw 
tfiird, to Gilbert de Clare, Ewl of Glouccfter; 
the fourth, to William Ferrers, Earl of Darby ; 
thip fifth, to William ds Brirce, Lord of Breck- 
nock. Thefe great lords having greater ii.- 
hentances in their own right in England th«ii 
tbey hwl ifi Ireland in right of their wives 
(and yet each of the co-partaers had an intirft 
county aHottod for her purparty, as is before 
declared), could not be drawn to make their 
pffrfbasl refidence in this kingdom* but ma> 
lUiged their eSofics here by their femefchals 
and forants. Aai to defond their territories 
againft the bordering Irifh, ibey entertained 
tame of the natives, who fa-etended a perpe- 
tiialtitletothafcgreat lordHiips. For the Irifh; 
after a thou£)nd conquers and attainders by 
oiir law, would in thofc days pret«nd title flil!, 
becaufeby the Iriili law no man could forfeit 
tti^ Upd- Thefe nalivep, taking the oppoftu- 
mty in weak and defperaie times, ufurped 
thofc feigOiiQrieB * ; and fo Donald Mac Art 
» Cavanagh, , 

* Ban* FUgkl, Himaifcrifl. 
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• Cftvanagh, being entertained by iht Eart of 
Korfolk, iliade himfelf lord of the Cxrttaty of 
Catherl(%h ; and Lifagh O'Moore, being truft- 
ed by the Lord Mortimer, who married the 
daughter add heir of the Lord Bruce, made 
htmfelf lord of the lands in Leix, in the 
lafter end of King Edward the SccokTs reign, 
as is before declared. 

Again, the decay and tofir tif Ulftef and 
Connaught is attributed to this ; that the Lord 
William Burke, the laft earl of that name, 
died without iffiie male; whole Aiteftors, 
namely tbe Red Earl and Sir Hugh De Lacy, 
before him, being perfonalty refident^ held 
up their greatnefs there, and kept the Eoglilh 
in peace, and the Irilh in awe: but when 
thofe provinces defcended upon an heir fe- 
male, and at] infant, the Irifli over-ran Ulfter, 
and the younger branchesof the Burkes ufurp- 
ed Connaught. And therefore the* ordinance 
made in England, the third of Richard II. 
againft fuch as were abfent ffom their lands 
in Ireland, and gave two-third parts of the 
profits thereof unto the King, until they re- 
turned, or placed a fofficient number of men 
tp defend the fame, was grounded upon good 
reafon of ftate : which ordinance was put in 
execu- 

» Jrehrv. Tktt. Rfi, fatliam. «■ 42. 
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execatiim for many years after, as appcat'eth 
by fundry fetzures made thereupon; in the 
time of King Richard 11. Henry .IV; Henry 
V. and Henry VI. whereof there remain re;- 
corcb in the Remembrancer's office here*. 
Among the reft, the Duke of Norfolk himfelf 
was not fpared, but was impleaded upon this 
ordinance, for two parts of the profits of Dor- 
bury's Ifland, and pther lands in the county 
of Wexford, in the time of King Henry VI. 
And afterwards, upon the lame reafon of ftate, 
all the lands of the houfe of Norfolk, of the 
Earl of Shi^wibury, the Lord Berkley, and 
others, who having lands in Ireland, kept 
their continual refidence in England, were in- 
tirely rcfumed by the f Ad of Abfentees, 
made in the twonty-eighth year of King Hen* 
ry the Eighth. 

But now again, let us look back-^nd fee 
ho* long the t{fe& of that reformation did 
continue^ which was begun by Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, in the fortieth year of King Ed- 
ward HI. and what courfes have been held 
to redqce and reform this people by other 
Lieut<^nt$ and Governors fince that time. 



The 
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The Englilh colonies, being in fome good 
Bieafure reformed by the ftatutes of KUkeanj, 
did not utterly fall aivay mto barbarifoi again^ 
till the wars of the two Houfes bad almoA 
defiroyed both tbefe kingdoffls ; for ia tbat 
miferable time (he Irifh found opportunity, 
.without oppofittoD, to baoift tbe Engliffa law 
and government, oat of aU the provinces, and 
io confine it only td the Englifh Pale : how- 
t>ejt, in the mean time, between the jpjvera- 
Bient of the Dake of Clarence and the be- 
ginning of thafe civil wars of Yatk. and Lan- 
eaflefi wc find thai the, flate of England did 
fundry tiiiies refbkc to proceed m this work 
of reformation. 
The re- For fifft Kii^ Richard IF. font over Sir 
i„™r*dLd Nwholas C^verth to furvey the poUeflionfl 
' ^y King of the Crown, and to call to account the offi- 
U. «er9 of die revenue r • next (t» draw his 

EngHlT] futije^s to manure and defetid tfaeir 
lands in Ireland) he made tbat ordininca 
againft abfejitees, fpoken of before. Again. 
he fhewed an excellent example of juAtoc 
upon Sir Philip Cowtncy, being his Liente* 
nant of that kingdom, when he caufed hint td 
be arrefted by fpeciat Commiifioners, upon 
com- 

'Arciiv.. Turr. 3 Rich. x. eL m. 3, %Riii.%, K*t. 
Ptrliam. LI. 42. '9 Rich, 2. fU^f. m. |, , ' ' 
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itmjA&ini iriade of fandry grievoas oppref- 
iions and wrongs, which, during his gtWern- 
ment, be had done onto that peof^c. 

After itusi the Partiament of Englnid did 
refol^e f that Thomas Dufee of Gtoocefter, 
tbs King's uacle, ^ouM be emptojred m the 
reformation and reducing of that kingdom: 
(Kb fame whereof 'was no fooner bruited ii^. • 
Irdand, but aH the IrHh <v«re rkdy to fub- 
init tbem&lves tcfbre his coming : fo miich 
tfeftvery «ame' of a gireat pfitifesagey e^icci- 
aHy of i: Pffnce of the Hobd^ did ever pre-: 
vail with tMj p&Ople. But the Kii^and hi^ 
iMuii^s, who were evc'i' jc^^^of this puke 
of 6tofice8«r, Woafd flot fuffer hfm fo have 
the bonoiff tJf Aat fervice. But the King 
hSmfelf thottght it A work worthy of his own 
prefeticecmd paras f atid/ thereifpon, himfelf 
ia ptfrfim made thbfe two toyal JQurnies men- 
ttotted 'before; af whirfi time he received the 
fabbHffiotfs of all the Ififh lords ^id captains^ 
\«t)o botit»i Aemfelves both hj indenture and 
oadi to become and continue his k>yal fub-^ 
]e<^.' And with^, I^ a particular prc^'efE - 
for a civil ^antation of the inodntaios and 
maritime co&tities between Dublin and Wex-* 
fcttd, by removing aH tlie bifh fepts itotft 
2 theacey 
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tbence, as appearcth by the covenants between 

tbeXarl Marlhal of lingland and tbofe Irifli 

fepts, which are before remembered, andare 

yet .prefcrved and i:emain on record in the 

King's Remembrancer's office at Weftminfler. 

Laftly, this King, being prefent in Ireland, 

took fpeci^l care to ftipply. and fumifli -the 

, courts of juftice wjth.^bleand fuSktmt jadg- 

es ; and lo that end he made tbtt grave and 

laiirned judge. Sir WiHiam Hdnkeford, Chief- 

juflice of the King's Bench, hercj (who after- 

terwards, .fur' his fervice ii) .this ,realin> was 

made Chief Juftice of the Kirig's" Bench in 

England,* by King Hepry,IV.) and did wtth^ 

affocipte unto him WiiJiam StUrmy. * '^U-' 

learned man in the I?w, who ftkewife came 

our of England with the K^ng, that.^he legal 

proceedings (which were oiit of order too, as 

all oiher things in that realm were) might be 

amended, and made formal, according to the 

courfe and prefidents of England. But all the 

good purpofes and projefts of this King were 

interrupted and utterly defeated by his fudden 

. departure out of Ireland, and unhappy depo 

fition from the Crown of England. 

Therefor- . Howbeit, King Henry the Fourth, intcnd- 

l^dwi b '"S I'^cwife to profecme this noble work, in 

Hen. IV. the 

• Pkc. rtr«i Rfge in Hiitrnim, tiiUv- 1 1 Ritt. t. 
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the third, year of his reign, made the Lord 
, Thiomas of Lancafter, hisfecond fon, Lieuie- 
naot of Ireland ; who came over in perfon, and 
accepted again the fubmiffions of divers Irifli 
lords and captains, as is before remembered; 
and held alfo a Parliament, wherein he gave 
new life to the ftatutes of Kilkenny, and made 
other good laws tending to the reformation of 
the kingdom. But the troubles raifed ^aintl 
the King his father in England drew him home 
.again fb foon, as that feed of reformation took 
no root at all ; neither bad his fervicc in that ' 
kind any good effeift or fuccefs. . 

After this the itateof Eagtand had nolei* 
fure~ to, think ot a general reformation in diis 
realm, till the civil diffentions of England were 
appeafed, and the peace of that kingdom fetr 
tied by King Henry the Seventh, 

For, albeit, , in the time of King Henry the 
Sixth, Richard Duke of York, a Prince of 
the blood, of great wifdom and valour, and 
heir to a third part of the kingdom 'at leaft, 
being Earl of Ulfter and Lord of Connaught 
and Meth. was fent the King's Lieutenant 
into Ireland, to recover and reform that 
realm, where he was refident in perfon for the 
greateft part of ten years; yet the truth is, he 
aimed at another mark, which was the Crown 
of 
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of England : *M therefore he thougbt it no 
policy to di%uft either the Englifh or Irifh by 
3 cpurfe of reformation, but Jbught by alt 
means to pleafe them, and hy popuUr conrfct 
to jiesl away their hearts, to the irod be might 
flrcngtheEL his party, when he fliould fet on 
foot his title, as is before declined. Which 
jHilicy of his took fuch effect, as that fav drew 
pver with him into England the flower of all 
the EngHlh colonies, ^pedglly of Utfter and 
JMetb, whereof many noblemen and gentler 
men were flain with him at Wakefield (ash • 
likewife before remembered). And after hi* 
0eath, when the jpars between tbe Houffs 
were in their heat, alnioft all the good EngSfti 
blood which was left in Ireland was fpem io 
thofe civil difientions ; fo as the IriQi became 
vidloriogs ovpr all, without blood or fweat; 
only that little canton of land called the Eog- 
}ifh Pale, 'containing four fmall Ihires, did 
xnaintain a bc^'dering war with the Irilh, apd 
retain the form of Englifit government. 

But out of th^t littlp precincft there were 
no lords, knights, or t)urge0es, fummoned to 
the iparliameiit ; neither did the King's writ 
run in any otb^ part pf the kingdom : aod 
yet upon the marches snd borders, whidi at ' 
that time were grown fo large that they toc^ 
up 
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up half DuUin, half Meth, and a third par; 
of Kildare and Lowth, tberc was no law in 
ufe but the march^Jaw, which, in the Aatutes 
of Kilkenny^ a faid to bp no Jaw, but a lewd 
cuflom. 

So that, upon the end of thefe civil wars in 
Englaod. the Eoglifh law and government was 
well nigh banilhed out of Ireland, fo that no 
fooVftep or print was kftof anyformpr re- 
formation. 

Then did King Henry the Seventh. fend ITie 
over Sir Edward Poynings to be his Deputy, refon^ati- 
3L right worthy fervitor both in war and peace. *" ^.^''* 

The priacipal end of bis employment was Edward 
to expel Perkin Warbeck out of this king- i„*iii^'Jj^J 
dom; but, that fervice being performed, tfaat^K'"? 
worthy Deputy, finding rwlbing but a comt- 
mon mifery, took the bed courfe he poflibly 
could to eflablifti a commonwealth in Ireland ; 
and to that end he held a parliament no le& 
famous than that of Kilkenny, and more 
available for the reformation of the whole 
kingdom; For, whereas all wife men did 
ever concur io opinion, that the readieft way 
to reform Ireland was to fettle a form of civil- 
governmait there, conformaHc to that of 
England: To bring tbts to pafs, Sir Edward Poyninp' 
Poyninss did paft an a<ft, whereby all the ^ ' 
"ftatutes 
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ftatutcs made in England before that lime 
Fere enafted, eflablilhed. and made of force 
in Ireland. . Neither did he only refpeift the 
time pad, but provided alfo for the time to - 
come ; for he caufcd another law to be made, 
that no aft thould be propounded in any par- 
liament of Ireland, but fuch as fliould be firft 
tranfmitted into England, and approved by 
the King and council there aa good and expe- 
dient for that land, and fo returned backagain 
under the great feal of England. This aft, 
though it Teemed, prima facU, 19 rellrain the 
liberty of the fubjefls of Ireland, yet it was 
made at the prayer of the commons, uponjuft 
and important cauCe. 

For the governors of that realm, efpecially 
fuch as were of that country birthi had laid 
many 'opprcfiions upon the commons; and, 
amonga the reft, they had impofed laws up- 
on them, not tending to the general good, but 
to fcrve private turns, and to flrengthen their 
particular faftions. This moved them 10 refer 
all laws that were to be pafled in Ireland, to 
"be confidered, correfled, and allowed firft by 
the Date of England, which had always been 
tender and careful of the good of this people, 
and had long fince made them a civil, rich, 
and happy nation, if their own lords and go- 
vernors 
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vernors there had not fent bad intelligence into 
England. Befidcs this, he took fpecial order 
that the fummons of parliament fliould go in- 
to ail the (hires of Ireland* and not to the four 
Ihiresonly; and, for that caufe efpectally, he 
caufed alt ihe aifls of a parliament, lately be- 
fore holden by the Vifcount of Gormanfton, 
to be repealed, and made void. Moreover, 
that the parliaments of Ireland might want no 
decent or honourable form that was ufed in 
England, he caufed 3 particular aA to pafs* 
that the lords of Ireland Ihould appear in the 
like parliament robes as ihs Englifh lords are 
wont to wear in the parliaments of Englattd. 
Having thus eftabliflied all the flatutes of 
England in Ireland, and fet in order the great 
conncil of thatrealm, he did not omit topafs 
other laws, as well for the encreafe of the 
King's j-evcrjuc as the prcfervation of the 
public peace. 

To advance the profits of the crown, firft, 
he obtained a fubfidy of twenty-fix (hillings 
and eight pence out of every fix fcore acrea 
mapured, payable yearly for five years. Next, 
he refumed all the crown land which had' 
been alienated (for the moft part) by Richard 
Duke of York: and, laftly, he procured a 
fqbfidy of poundage out of all merchandizes 
imported 
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impoFted and exported, to be granted to the 
crc»wD in perpetuity. « 

To preferve the puWic peace, he revived 
the ftatutes of Kilkenny. He made wilful 
murder high-tresfon ; he caufed the marchers 
to book their men, for whom they (hould 
anfwer; and reftrained the making war or 
peace without fpedal commiflion from the 
ftate. 

Thefe laws, and otlierB as important as thefe, 
Jbrthe making a commonwealth in Ireland, 
were made in the government of Sir Edward 
Poynings. But thefe laws did not fpread their 
virtue beyond the Englifh Pale, though they 
were made generally for the whole kir^om. 
For the provinces without the Pale, which, 
during the war of York and Lancailer, had 
wholly caA off* the EngUfh government, were 
not apt to receivethis feed of reformatbn, be- 
caufs they were not firft teoken and maftered 
again with the fword. Befides, the Iriih 
countries, which contained two third parts of 
the kingdom, were not reduced to Hiire-grouod^ 
fo that in them the laws of England could 
nqt poflSjly be put in execution. Tho^for* 
thefe good laws and provilions, made by Sir 
Edward Poynji^s, were Ijke good ieflbns iet 
fo-a lute that is broken apd out of tune; of 
which 
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whicbleffims Uttleufe can be made, till th# 
lute bemadc fin to be playedpn. 

And that the execution of 9II thefe laws had 
no greater tstitude tbao the Pak is mantfeil by 
ftie ftatube of. 13 Hcqry the Eighth, c. j. 
which recites, thai at that time the King*« 
Jaws were obeyo^ and {SKecutcd in the four 
fljjrca Dftly ; and yet the Earl of Surry was 
then Ueotmiwt of Ireland, a Governor inucb 
feared of >he Kirk's enemies, andexceeditjgly 
honoured aqd beloTed of the King's fubjeAs. 
And the inArwftiona given by the Aate of Ire- 
l^od to John Allen, Mafter of the Rells, em- 
jdoyed in Ef^tand i^ar about the fame time, 
do declare as much* ; wherein, among other 
thinga, be is reqwrcd to advertife the King, 
that his land of Irel^ was fo much decayed, 
that the King's laws were not obeyed twenty 
miles in {x>mpaf8. Whereupon grew that 
bye-wwd irfed by ihe Irifli, viz. *' That they 
*' dwelt by weft the law, which dwelt beyond 
" the river of the Barrow;*' which is within 
thirty miles of Dublin. The fame is tcftificd 
by Bnixi Finglas, in his Difcourfe of die D^-^ 
cay of Irdand, which he wrote ^boat the 
twemieth year of King Henry the Eighth. 
And 
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And thus we fee the effcfft of the refonnation 
which was intended by Sir Edvrard Poynings. 
The n- ■ The next attempt of reformatiwi was made 
'on""""" in the 28th year of King Henry the Eighth, 
by the by the Lord LeCHiard Grey, who was created 
Leontrd Vifcoitnt of Gamy in this kingdom, and held 
Gny, aS g parliament, wherein many excellent laws 
were made. But to prepare the minds of the 
people to obey thefe laws, he began firft 
with a martial courfe : for, being fent over to 
fupprefs the rebellion of the Giraldines (which 
he performed in a few months), he after- 
wards made a vidtorious circuit round about 
the kingdom*; beginning in Of&ly againft 
O'Connor, who had aded the Giraldines in 
their rebellion ; and from theijce paffing along 
through all the Irifh counties in Letnfter, and 
fo into Munfter, where he took pledges of 
the degenerate Earl of Defmwid, and thence 
^ into Connaught and thence intoUlfter ; and then 
concluded this warlike progrefs with the battle 
of Belahoo, in the borders of Meth, as is befort 
remembered. 

The principal fepts of the Irifli being all 

terrified, and moll of them broken in this 

journey, many of "their chief lords upon this 

Deputy's return, came to Dublin f , and made 

their 

« jtiaittlei HiierniiP. Mamif, 
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tlieir fubmiflions to the crown of England i" 
namely, the O'Ncales and O'Relies of Ulfler; 
Mac Murrogh, O'Birne, and O'Carroi, of 
Lcinfter ; and the Bia-kes of Connaught. 

This preparation being made, he firft pro- 
pounded and pafied in parliament, tbofe laws 
which imde the great aheration 'ta the fiate 
ecctefiaftical : namely, the a^ which declared 
King Henry the Eighth to be Supreme Head 
of the Church of Ireland: the aft prohi- 
biting appeals to the Church of Rome: the 
aift for firft fruits and twentieth part to be paid 
to the King : the ad for faculties and difpen- 
fctions: and, laftiy, the, aft that did utterly 
aboHfh the ufurped authority .of the Pope.. 
Next, for the encreafe of the King's revenue, 
by one ad he fupprcfTed fundry abbics and re- 
ligious houfes; and by another ad refumed 
the lands of the abfentees (as is before remem- 
bered). 

And, for the civil government, a fpeciat 
llatute was made, to aboltfh the black-rents 
and tributes exaded by the Irifti upon the 
EngliOi colonies; and another law enaded 
that the Engliih apparel, language, and man- 
ner of living, (hould be ufed by all fuch as 
would acknowledge tbemfelves the King's 
fubjeds. This parliatnem being ended, the 
Lord 
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I6rd Leoti^rd Grey was. faddenly fcvokM, 

and put to death Ic England, -fo that he lived 

not to fimlh the votk of reformatioa whkii 

^ he had begun ; whjch> Dotwithflaiading* vaa 

cfturic of well poffued by bis fucceflbf Sir Ambotiy 

M'^rfu- Saitrt hegtf: urfio whom dl the lords ^nil 

An^b'oo" *^hieftainB of the Iriffi, and of the degenerate 

Sainc Ei^^lilh thr&aghotrt the kcogdori, taaSe their 

fovertl fubmifTions by indenture ; whieh wat 

wrai fub- **"^ fooi^th Reaeral fubmiflion of the IrWh made 

iftiifionsoffince tfaefirfl: attempt of the conqoeft of Ire- . 

land : whereof the Rrft was made to King 

Henry the Second ; the fecond to King John ; 

the third to Kmg Richitrd the Stfcond ; and 

hiB laft to Sir Amhoay Saint Leger> in 33 of 

Hem-y the Eighth. 

In thefc mdeniures of fubrailW, all the 

Irifh Lctde'do atknowledge King Henry the 

Eighth 10 be their Sovereign Lord and King, 

and defire to be accef)ted of hmi as fubjcfte*. 

They confefs the King's fupreniacy in al! 

caufes, and do utterly reaouace the Pope's 

jarifdi<flion ; which I conceive to be worth the 

The I !fli ™**'"S» becaufe when the IriA had once re-' 

and dege- felvcd to obey the King, they made no fctu- 

Jiogiiih F^e to renounce the Pope. And ibis was Jiot 

the 

* TU Cnncil BMk ^ IrtUmJ, ^t, 33, amT 54e/ff,8. 
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the degenerale Engbfli fam'ihes did perform 
the fame; iu Efefmond, Barry, and Roche* 
in Munfierj and' the Burkn, which bore the 
titleof Mac Williatn, in^CDaDaught. 

Thefe fubonfTipos ht'mg thus taken, the 
Lord-Deputy and Conncii for the prefent gcM- 
vemtzient of thofe Irifh covntnes .dnde cer- 
tain oidiiiaiicea of Aate, not agreeaUe altoge^ 
ther with the rules of the law of En^od ; 
the reafoo whereof .is exprefled in the preaoi'^ 
ble of thofe ordinances : ^ma nondim Jic fa' The 
piunt hges' & fura^ ut feciatdmn ea jam mme\ Booknt 
diati vivertii Tegi fcffiat. The. chief pctots, ''|J'yj,( 
or articles,^ of which oodcrs regiftered in the > 
' CoaactI Book, are thefe: That. King Heniy 
the. Eighth (baald be ^accepted, repured, and 
named King^of Irel^d, by all the inlubituits 
of the kingdofli;: that atl Archbi(hDps and Bi- 
{hops fhbtild be permitted to exerdfe their ju-' 
nfduflion in every diocefe throughout the land : 
thfat tlthes^£biould beduty- fet out and paid: 
that children Ibould not be admitted to bene- 
fices : that for every man-flaughter and theft 
above fourteen pence, committed in the IriHi 
countries, the of^ider Oiould pay a iine of 
forty poiinda ; twenty pounds to the King, 
and twenty pounds to the Captain of the 
country : and for every theft under fourteen 
pence; 
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pence, a fine of- fire marks (hould be paid; 
forty-fix IhilUngs and -eight ^nce to the Cap- - 
tain, and twenty Ifaiiiings to the Tanifler : 
tliat horfemen and kem ftiould not be impofed 
upon the common pcopfei- to- be fed and 
mainiainffd by their ; that the mafter (bould 
anfwerfor hisfnrvants, andthe father for his 
children : that euttiogs (hould not be made by 
the' Lord aptxi his tenants, to maintain war 
with his neighbours, but only to bear bis ne- 
cdlary expences, ^c. 

Thefe ordinances of ftate .being made and 
poUilhed, there were riominated and appoint- 
ed in every province' certain orderers, or arbi- 
traiors,. who, infiead >of tbofe irifti Brehons, 
fliould hear and dctetimne all their coiitrover' 
Jles. In Connaught, the Ardibifhop of 
Tuam* the Btfhop of ' Clonfi»-t, Captain 
Wakeiy, -and Captain Ovingtom ' In Mnnfter, 
the Bifliop of Waterford, the Bifbop of Corke 
andRofs, theMayorof Corke, and the May- 
or of Youghall. In Ulfter, the Archbifhop 
of Armagh, and the Lord of Lowth. And if 
.arty dilference did arife which they could not 
end, either for the difficulty of the caufe, or 
for the obftinacy of the parties, they were to 
certify the Lord-Deputy and Council, who 
would decide the matter by their authority. 
Hereupon, 
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Hereupon, tbe Irifh Captains of lefler ter- 
ritories, which had ever been oppreffed by 
the greater and mightier, fome with rifmgs 
out, others with honaght, and others with 
ciittio^, and fperjdings at pleafure, didap- 
peiil for juftice to the l,prd-Deputy ; who, 
vpQQ hearing their complaints,, did always 
PCdef, that ihey ftioyld ^U immediately depend 
ui>p.n the Xing, and that the weaker ihould 
■have.np.^tspenEjenCy upon the ftronger. 

l^ftly, he prevailed fo much with the 
^greateft'.pf them, namely, O'Neale, O'Brien, 
and Mac William, that they willingly did pafs 
.into England, and ' prefented themfelves to 
the Kiqg ; .who -thereupon was pleafed to ad- 
'.vgoce thejn to the degree and honopr of Earls, 
and.togr^t unto th£m their fever^I countries, 
by letters patent. BeCdes, that they might 
learn obedience and ciyility of manners, by 
oftep repairing unto the ftate, the King, up- 
on -the motion of the fame Depiity, gave each 
of them a houfe and .lands near Dublin, for 
the entertainment of their ^feveral trains. 

This courfe, did this Governor take to re- 

. form thelrifh ; but withal, he did not omit tp 

ipdvsnce both the hotjour and profit of thr King. 

Jor.in the parliament which he held, 33 of 

JHenry the Eighsb* .be caufcd an aft to pafs, 

P which 
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which gave unto King Henry the Eightb. hJl 
heirs and fucceflbrs, the name, ftyle, and title 
of King of Ireland : whereas, before that time, 
the Kings of England were ftyled but Lords 
of Ireland ; albeit, iiideed, they were abfolutc 
Monarchs thereof* and had in right all royal 
and imperial jurifdi^ion and power there, as 
they had in the realm of England. And yet, 
becaufe in the vulgar concch the name of King 
is Iiigher than the name of Lord, afluredly the 
afTuming of this title hath notaJittle raifed 
the fovereignty of the King of England in tb« 
minds q{ this people. Laftly, this Deputy 
brought a great aiigtrentatioh to the King's 
revenue, by diflblving all the monafteries and 
religious houfes in Ireland, which was done 
in the fame parliament : and afterwards, 
by procuring Min and CaTendifli, two fkil- 
ful audiiofs, to be feiil over out of Eng- 
land, who took an exaft furvey of all the 
poflefllons of the crown, and brought many 
things into charge which had been concealed 
and fubflracfted for many years before. And 
thus far did Sir Anthony Saint-Leger proceed 
in the courfc of reformation ; which, though 
it w^s a good beginning, yet it was far from 
reducing Ireland to the perfed ■ obedience 
of the crown of England. Fw all this while 
' tfc# 
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provinces of Conoaught and Ulfter, and a 
good part of Leinfter, were not reduced to 
Ihire-grouDd. And though Munfter was anti- 
ently divided into coiij)ties> the people were fo 
degenerate as no juftice of aflize durft execute 
his commifTion amongft them ; none of the 
IriOi lords or tenants were fettled in their 
pofleflions, by any grant or confirmation from 
the cr^wn, except the three great Earls before 
named; who, notwithftanding,; did govern 
their tenants and followers by the Irifh or 
Brehon law ; fo as no treafon, murder, rape, 
or theft, cwnmitted in thofe countries, vras en- 
quired 'of, or puniOied by the law of England : 
and confequently no efcheat, forfeiture, or 
fine, norevenue-(certain or cafual) did accrue 
to the crown out of thofe provinces. 

The next worthy Governor that endea- The 
voured to advance this reformation, was"f^^i^°j. 
Thomas Earl of SuDTex; who having tho- P"l««»-' 
' roughly broken and fubducd the two moftTkiima* 
rebellious and powerful Irifh Septs in Lcin- gg'^^r* ia 
iter, namely the Moors and O'Connors, pof- ''«''">« rf 
felling the territories of Leix and Offtlly, did 
by aA of parliament, •^(^^Pbtl. & Maria*, offi\j 
reduce thofe countries into two feveral coun- ^^.liT* . 
Pa ti 



rjiiyGtxK^le 



( 186.) 

tics, naming the one the King's, anS^ the oflier 
Queen's Coutity ; which were the firft two 
coumtes that had been made in this kingdom 
iince the twelfth year of King John ; at whkJi 
time the territories then potTeffed by the Eng- 
liih colonics were rcdoced Into twelve (hires, 
ts is before erprcffed. 

This noble Earl Having thus extended tht 
j[trifdi<ftion ot the EnglifK law into two coun- 
ties more, was not fatisfied with tltat dddiliop, 
but took a refolulion to divide all the reft 
nf the irifti countries unreduced i»to' feveral 
flrire; ; and to that end he caufed ' an aft 
to pafs in tTie fame parliameBt, aaHhoriziog 
the \ Lord Chancellori from time 10 fime, to 
award commiffions to fuch perfons '-as the 
Lord-Deputy ffiould nominate andappoim, 10 
view and perambulate thofe Irifii territories, 
and t^iereupon to di-vide and limit the famei 
into fuch and fo many feveral counties' as they 
ftionld think fit; which being certified to the 
Lord-Deputy, and approved by'him, fhoald 
■be retunied'^ and enrolled in the Chancery, 
find from thenceforth be of like force and 
cfteft,' as if it were done by a€i of par- 
^iamem." - 



Thus 
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Thus did the Earl of SufTex lay open a paf- 
lagc for the civil government into the unre- 
fdrmed parts of this kingdom, but himCelf 
proceeded no further than is l>efore declared. 

Howbeit af/erwards, during the reign of Tlie 
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good governor in this land) did not only pur- Sir Henry 

fue that courfe which the Earl of Suffex be- {ilptf^gj^l- 
can, in reducing the Irifti countries into (hires, 0?*'^" , 
and placing therein IherifFs, and other, minif- 
ters of the Jaw ; (for firft he made the Annaly 
3 territory in Leinfter, poflefled by the Sep( 
of Offerralles, one entire Ihire by iifcif, and 
called it the county of Longford i and after 
that he divided the whole province of Con- 
naught into fix counties more ; name;ly, Clare 
(which containeth gll Thomond), Gallaway, 
Sligo, Mayo, Rofcommon, and Ley trim) but 
he alfo had caufed divers good laws to be 
made, and perfoi'med fundry other fcrvices, 
tending greatly to the reformation of this king- 
dom. For firft, todiminifh the greatnefs of 
the Irifli Lord^, and to take from them the 
dependency of the common people, in the ' 

parliament which he held 1 1 Eliz. he did abo- 
Ufh their pretended and ufurped captainlhips, 
and all ejcaftioos, apd extortions incident 
there-r 
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thereunto. Next, to fettle their feigmories and 
poffeflions in acourfeof inheritance, according 
to the courfe of the common law, he caufed 
ao 3(51 to pafs, whereby the Lord-Deputy was 
euthorifed to accept their furrenders, and to 
re-grani eftates unto them, to hold of the 
crown by EnglilTi tenures and fervices. Again, 
becaufe the inferior fort were loofe and poor, 
■and not amenable to the law, he provided 
by another afl, that five of the beft and eld- 
cft perfons of every Sept ftiould bring in all 
the idle perfons of their furname,«to be juf- 
tified by the law. Moreover,' to give a civil 
education to the youth of this land in the 
time to come, provifidn was made by another 
law, that there (hould be one free-fchool, at 
leaft, erefled in every diocefe of the lung- 
dom. And laftly, to inure and acquaint the 
people of Munfler and Connaught with the 
Englifh Government again (which had not 
been in ufe among them for the fpace of 
200 years before,) he inftitutcdltfro Prefi- 
dency Courts in thofe two provinces, placing 
Sir Edward Fitton in Connaught, and Sir 
John Perrot in Munfter. 

To augment the King's revenue in the fajne 
parliament, upon the attainder of "Shane O 
Keale, he refumcd and vcfted in the crown. 
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more than half the province of Uifter : ht 
raifed the cuftomsupon the principal commo- 
diticsof the kingdom: he reformed theabufes 
of ihe Exchequer, by many good orders and 
inflrudlions fent out of England : and lallly, . 
he ^ablifhed the compofition of the Pale, in 
lieu of purveyance and fcfs of ioldiera. 

Thefe were good proceedings in the work 
of reformation, but there were many defeats 
and omilTions withal ; for though he reduced 
all Connaught into counties, he never fent 
any juftices of affize to vifit that province, hut 
placed commiffioners there, who governed it 
only in a courfe of difcretion ; part martial, 
and part civil. Again, in the law that doth 
' abolifh the Infh captainfhips, he gave way 
for the reviving thereof again,' by excepting 
fuch as (hould be granted by letters patent 
from the crown; which exception did indeed 
take away the force of that law. For no go- 
vernor during Queen. Elizabeth's reign did 
refufe to grant any of thofe captainfhips to 
any pretended Irifti lord, who would deGre, 
and with bis tbankfulnefs deferve the fame. 
And again, though the greatell part of Uifter 
were vefted by aft of parliament in the ac- 
tiJ&l and real poITeffion of the crown ; yet was 
there never any feifure made thereof, nor any 
part 
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part thereof brought into charge, but tbt 
Iri(h were permitted to take ail the profits^ 
wilTiout rendering any duty or acknowledg- 
ment for the fame; and, though the name of 
O'Neale was damned by that adl, and the af- 
fuming thereof made high-treafon ; yet after 
that, was Tirlagh Leynnagh fuffered to bear 
that title, and to intrude upon the pofleflions 
of the crown, and yet was often entertained 
by the ftaie with favour. Neither were thefe 
lands refumed by the aft of 1 1 of Elizabeth 
■ negleded only (for the abbies and religious 
lioufes in Tirone, Tirconnell, and Fermanagh, 
though they were diffolved in the 33 of Henry 
the Eighth, were never furVeyed, nor reduc- 
ed into charge, but were continually poffef- 
fed by the religious perfons) until his majefty 
that now is came to the crown : and that 
which is more fl range, the donations of bi- 
fliopricks, being a Sower of the crown (which 
the kings of England did ever retain in all 
• their dominioQs, when the pope's ufurped au- 
thority was at the higheft). There were thtee 
biihopricks in Ulfter ; namely Derry, Raphe, 
and Clogher, whjch neither Queen Elizabeth, 
nor any of her progenitors did ever beftow ; 
though they were the undoubted patrons 
thereof, fo that King James was the firft 
King 

r ,-..1 vCcHH^ie 
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King of England that did ever fuppfy thafe 
fees with bifhops, which is an argameni ei- 
ther of ^eat niEgligence, or of great weaknefs 
in the Rate and ^overnots of thofe times. 
And ihtjs far proceeded Sir Henry Sidney. 

After him, Sir John Pcrrot, who held the The re- 
laft parliament in this kingdom, did advance ajl^nced 
the reformation in three principal points, ^^^'p 
Firft, in eftabiifhing the great compofition of rot. 
Connanght ; ' in which fervice the wifdofn 
And induAry of Sir Richard Singham did 
concur with him : next, in reducing the un- 
feformed patts of Ulfter into feven (hires j 
namely, Ardmagh, Monahan, Tirone, Colc- 
faine, Dongall, Fermanagh, and Cavan ; 
though in his time the law was never executed 
in thefe new countiesby any fherifFsor jaf- 
ttces of afiize, but the people left to be ruled 
ftill by their own barbarous lords and laws : 
and laftly, by vefting in the crown the lands 
of Defniond and his adherents in Munfter, and 
planting the fame with Englifh, though that 
plantation Was imperfeft in many points. 

After Sir John Perrot, Sir William Fitz- The f„. 
Williams did good fervice in two other points. ^,.°^ 
Firft, in raifing a compofition in Munfter ; Fitz-Wil- 
and then in fettling the pofleflions both of the ,^ding ta 
lords and tenants in Monahan, which wa4'f*°"™" 
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one of the lall aAs of ftate toidiog to the ro> 
formation of the civil government, which was 
performed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

Thus we fee, by what degrees, and what 
policy and fuccefs, the govemor-s of this land 
from time to time, fince the beginning of the 
reign of King Edward the Third, have endea- 
voured to reform and reduce this people to the 
perfefl obedience of the crown of J^ngland : 
And we find, that before the civil wars of 
York and Lancafter, tfiey did chiefly endeavour 
Jo bring back the degenerate Ei^lifh colonies 
to their duty and allegiance, not refpeiting , 
the mere Irifh, whom they reputed as aliens 
or enemies of the crown. But after King 
Henry the Seventh had united the rofes, they 
laboured to reduce both EngliOi and Irifh to- 
gether, whifh work, to what fmfs and per- 
feiftion it was brought in the latter end of - 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, hath been before de- 
clared. 

Whereof fomeiimes when I dp confider, I 
do in mine own conceit compare thefe latter 
governors, who went about to reform the civil 
affairs in Ireland, untp fome of the kings of 
Ifrael, of whom it is faid, that they were 
good kings, but they did not cut down the 
■groves and high places, but fuffered the peo- 

pi. 
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pic ftill to bum incenfe, and commit idolatry ' 
in them: fo Sir- Anthony Saint -Leger, the 
Earl of Suflex, Sir Henry Sidney, and Sir 
John Perrot, were good governors, but they 
did not abolifh the Trifli cuftoms, nor execute 
' the law in the Irilh countries, but fuffered the 
people to worlhip their barbarous lords, and 
to remain utterly ignorant of their duties to 
God and the King. 

KING JAMES. 

And now am I come to the happy reign of How tke 
my moft gracious lord and mafter King James ; ^^^ ^^^ 
in whofe time as there hath been a concur- '"*'«= ff*- 

vernroent 

rence of many great felicities ; fo this among of itfUnd 
others may be numbered in the firi! rank ; fuppHed 
that all the defefls in the government of Ire- ■"" 
land, fpoken of before, have been fully fup- fincc the 
plied 4n the firft nine years of his reign. In of^"")^, 
which time there hath been more done inJ*?y'» 
the work and reformation of this kingdom, 
than in the 440 years which are paft fince the 
conqucft was firft attempted.' 

Howbcit, I ■ have no purpofe in this dif- 

courfc to fet forth at large all the proceedings 

of the ftate here in reforming this kingdom, 

fincc his majefty came to the crown, for the 

parts 
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parts and pafTages thereof are fo many , as to ex- 
prefs them fully would require a feveral trea' 
tife. Befides, I for my part, Hnce I have not 
flattered the former times, but have plaiiily 
laid open the negligence and errors of every 
age that is pafl, would not willingly feem to 
Hatter the prefent, by amplifying the -dili- 
gence and true judgment of thoie fervitors, 
that have labored in this vineyard fince the 
beginning of his majefty's happy reign. 

I lliall therefore fummarily, without any 
application atall, Hiew in what manner, and 
by what degrees, all the . defeats, which I 
have noted before in the government of this 
kingdom, have been fupplted fince his nfiajcf- 
ty's happy reign began ; and fo conclude 
thefe obfervaiions concerning the (late of Ire- 
land. 
Efronin Firft then, touching the martial affairs, I 
Tiage«if 1^311 need to fay little, in regard that the war, 
'■"=^.*"'' which finilhcd the. conquefl: of Ireland, was 
•mended, ended almofl: in the inflant when the crown 
defeended upon his raajefty; and fo there re- 
mained no occafion to amend the former 
errors committed in the profecution of the 
war. Howbeit, fince his majefty hath fliU 
maintained an army here,' as well for a femi- 
nary of martial men, as to give ftrengih and 
counlen- 
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£Duntenanc« to the civil iqagiftrate, I may 
j«fily oti&rve, that' this aroiy h?th riot been 
fed .wiih cioifl and livery, orfe6 (with which 
extortions the fotdierhath been jjouri&edin 
the 'times'of former {H'inces), but hath been 
as juftly and royally paid; aseverprinceinthjc 
world did pzy his men of war. Beddes, when 
there did arife an occafion of employment ■ 
for' this army againft the rebel Odoghertie>; 
neither did bis majefty ^elay the re-in&rc- 
ing thereof, but inllantlyifent fupplles out «f . 
Bngtand and Scotland ; neither did the ime- 
rial men daUy or profecute the fervice faintly, 
:but did forthwith quench that iioe, whereby 
thenlfolves would have been the w^mer.^ 
longer it had', continaed, as weH by the en- 
creafe oftheir entertflinment, as- by booties 
-and fpoil -of the country. And .thus* mucji 
'] ^bought fit to note, touching the amendment 

■ -of the errors in the mania! af!airs. 

Secondly, for:the fopfJyiof th? defcSs in ^^^ ^^ 

■the civil government, -rfiefe conrfes have *^*'*^'.'" 

bd«i piKiaeS-. -Gnct his ui^efty's prbfperous govern- ' 

reign began. . . > . Sfl"-" 

■ I^irft, aHjeii upon .rfie «nd of the. war, p''"*- 
whereby Tyrone's unrverfaliefaeHion wasfup- Byefe- 
'preflfed, the minda of ihe^people were broken puw"!''" 
■and pFepamd lo obedience of ihc Jaw ; yet P**"- 

the 
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the ftate upon good reafen did conceive, that 
the public peace could not be fettled,' till the 
hearts of the people were alfo quieted, by fe- 
curiog thorn froin the danger of the law, 
which the moft part of th^m had incurred 
one way or other, in that great and general . 
confuTion. 

Therefore, firft by a general adl of ftate, 
called ihe A«5t of Oblivion, publifhed'by pro- 
clamation under the great feal, all offences 
againft the'crown^ and all particular trefpafles 
between fubjeft and fubjcft, done at any time 
before his-majcfty's reign, wert (to all fuch 
as would come in to the juftices of aflize by a 
certain day, and claim the beneBt of this aift) 
pardoned,ireniitted, and utterly extiagutflied,. 
■ never to be revived or called in queflion. 
And by the fame proclamation, all, the Iriili 
(who for the moft part, in former times, were 
left under ihe tyranny of their -lords and 
chieftains, and had no defence prjuftice from 
the crown) were received into his majefty's 
immediate protection. This bred fuch comfort 
and fecurity in the hearts of gllmen, as 
thereupon enfued the calmeft and moft uni- 
verfal peace that ever was fepn in Ireland. 

The public peace being thuseftablifhed, the 

ftate proceeded next to eftablilh the public 

juftice 

nprAMiiyCtKH^ie , 
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iuflicc in every part of the realm : and to that *« H»*"e 
end, Sir George Gary (wnp was a prudent every p«t 
governor, and a juft, and ttiade a ^ir entry ^^^Ij^ 
' into the right way qf reforming this kingdom) 
did, in the firfl: year of bis majefty's reign, 
make the (itR (hertfis that ever were made in 
Tyrone and Tirconnel; and Ihortly after, 
fent Sir Edmund Pelham Chief Baron, and 
myfelf thither, the firft juftices of affize that 
ever fat inthofe countries: -and in that circuit 
we vifited all the ihires of that province : be- 
ildes which viHtation,' though it was foinewhat 
diftalleful to the Irifh lords, was fweet and 
moft welcome to the common people ; who, 
albeit they were rude and barbarous, yet did 
they quickly apprehend the ctifTerence between 
the tyranny and oppreffion under which they 
lived before, and the juft government and pro- 
tedion which we promifed unto them for the 
time to come. 

The lafr having made her progrcls into 
Ulfter with fo good fuccefs, Sir Arthur Chi- 
chefter (who with lingular induftry, wifdom, 
and courage, hath now for the fpace of feven 
years and more proiecuted the great work 
of reformation, and brought it well near to 
an abfolute perfeiftion) did, in the Hrll year of 
his government, eftabltlh two other new cir- 
cuits 
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cuitsftir juffkcs of affize; theoo* in Con- 
opugbt, tindtheotiier inMunRer. Icallth^oa 
nevr circuitSi .for:ihat, although it be manifeft 
by oiafty records, that juftices Hinerarit have 
in Ibrmer times been fent into all the Iblres of 
Manfter, and:ictfiie part of Connaught ; yet 
certain it is, that in 200 years before (I >fpeak 
much vritbin compafi) 00 fuch cdnnniffioB 
bad been executedin either :of chefe two proe 
vinces. But' now, the whole realm being di- 
vided into fhires, and every borderinfe terri- 
tory, wJiereof any doubt was made in what 
.county the ikmeibould:Ite, being added or 
reduced to a county certain (among the refl, 
the mountains and glynns on the fouth fide of 
Dublin were lately made' a ftiire' . by itfelf, 
and called the county of Wicklow ; whereby 
the inhabitants; which were wont to be ihoms 
, ill the fide of ibeiiale, are become civil and 
quiet neighbours thereof), theftteams of the 
public jufiice were derived into every part of 
the kingdom ; and the benefit and proteflion 
of the law of England communicated to all, as 
-well Irifh as Englifti, without dtfl:in<5lion or 
lefpeift of perfons ; by reafon whereof, the 
work of deriving the public juftice grew fo 
great, as that there was ma^na mejisj fed ope- 
rarh pauci. And :therefor£, , the number of 
the 

'n™-«jiiyG(.Kl'.^ie 



( 199 ) 

the judges in evety bench was increafed, 
which do now every half year (like good 
planets ia their fevcral fpheres or circles) 
carry the Kght and influence of juftice round 
about the kingdom; whereas the circuits in 
former times went but round about the pale, 
like the circuit of the Cinofura about the pole. 

^ua cur/u ttitfriore, hrevi (onvertiiur orbe. 

Upon thefe vifitations of juftice, whereby The good 
the jiiA and honourable law of England was which fol> 
imparted and communicated to all the Irilh, e^ec^ti^^* 
there followed thefe excellent good effe<fls. "f thehw 

Firft, the common people were taught by out tbe 
the jqftices of afllze, that they were free fub- ^"S'^"™' 
jetfts to the kings of England, and not flaves 
and vaflals to their pretended lords : that the 
cuttings, collieries, fellings, and other ex- 
tortions of their lords, were unlawful, .and 
that they ftiould not any more fubmit them- 
felve$ thereunto, fince they were now under 
the proteiiljon of fo juft and mighty a prince, 
as both would and could protect them from 
all wrongs and oppreffions ; they gave a wit- 
ling ear unto thefe leffons ; and thereupon, 
the greatncfs and power of thofe Irilh lords 
oyer the people fuddenly fell and vanifhed, 
C^ when 
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*hen their oppreffions and extortions were 
taken away, which did maintain their great- 
nefs : infomuch, as divers of them, who for- 
merly made ihemfeh'es owners of all (by 
force;, were now by the law reduced to tbis 
point ; that wanting means to defray their 
ordinary charges, they reforted ordinarily to 
the Lord- Deputy, and made petition, that by 
licenfe and warrant of the ftate, they might 
take fome aid and contribution from their 
people ; as well to difcharge their former 
debts, as for competent maintenance in time 
to come : but fome of them being impatient 
of this diminution, fled out of the realm to 
foreign countries. Whereupon, we may well 
' obferve, that, as, extortion did banilh the old 
Englilh freeholder, who could not live but ' 
under the law; fo.the law did banilh the Irifft 
lord, who conld not five but by extortion. 

Agaiii, ihefe circuits of juftice did (upon 
the end of the war) more terrify the loofc and ■ 
idle perfons than the execution of the mar-' . 
tial law, though it was more quick and fud- 
den : and in a (hort time after, did fo clear the 
kingdom of thieves, and other capital offend- 
ers, as I dare affirm, that for the fpace of 
five years laft paft, there have not been found 
fo many malefai5lors worthy of death in all the 
fix 
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fix circuits of this realm (which ia no* drvidei 
into thirty-two (hires at large) as in one Circuit 
of fix ftiires ; a.amc}y, the Weftem Circuit 
in England. For the truth is, that in time of 
peace, the Irilh are more fearful to Offend the 
law, than the Engliih, or any other nation 
whaifoever. 
Again, wbeteas the greateft advantage that the 
Irilh had of us in all their rebellions, was 6ur 
ignorance of their countries, their perfons, and 
their a<ftions : fmce the law and her mintAers 
have had a paflfage among themi all their pla- 
ces of faflnefs have been difcoverdd and laid 
open; all their'places cleared ; and notice taketl 
of every .perfoo that is ablsto doeither good 
Vr hurt. It is known, not oiriy how they live, 
and what they do, but it is foreieen what they 
purpofe or intend to;do ; infomuch, as Tyrone 
bath been heard tp complain, that he had fo 
many eyes watching over himj that he could not 
drink a full cu'oufe of fack, but the (late was 
advertized thereof, withjti few hours afteri 
And therefore, thofe allowances which I find 
in the ancient pipe-rolls, Pfoguiadagio,. &? Jpia' 
gia, may be well fpared at this day. For the 
under-ftieriffi and bayliffs errant are better 
guides and fpies in the time of peace, than 
any where found in the time of war. 

Q^t Moreover, 
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Moreover, thefe civil alTeaibUes at alTizes 
and feflions have . reclaimed tbe Irifh from 
their wildnefs, caufed them to cut off their 
glibs and long hair ; to convert their mantles 
into cloaks ; to conform themfelves to the 
manner of England in all their behaviour -and 
outward forms. And becaufe they find a 
great inconvenieoce in moving their fuits by 
an interpreter, they do for the moft pan fend 
their children to fchools, efpecially to Icam 
the En^ilh language : fo that we may conceive 
and hope, that the next generation will in 
tongue and heart, and every way elfe, be- 
come Englifli ; fo that there will be no differ* 
ence or dxAiodion, but the Iriih lea betwixt 
us. And thus wo iee a/ good converfioa, 
and the Iriih game turned again. 

For heretofore the ne^LeA of the latr 
made tbe Englifh degeneii^te, and become 
Irtfh ; and now, on the other fide, tbe exe- 
cution of the law doth make the Irilh grow 
civil, and become Englilh. 

Laftly, thefe general feflions now do teach 
the people more obedience, and keep them 
more in awe than did the general bollii^ in 
former times. Thefe progrcfles of the law 
renew and confirm thfc conqueft of Ireland 
every half year, and fupply the defcft of the 
king's 
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king's abfcnce in every part of the realm ; 
in that every judge fitting in the feat of juf- 
tice doth reprefcnt the perfon of the . king 
himfelf. . 

Thefe effedls hath the eftaWifliment of the 
public peace and juHice produced^ fince his 
majefty's happy reign began. 

Howbeit, it was impolTible to make a com-^ . 3. 
monweal in Ireland* without performing ano- X of'l 
ther fervice ; which was, the fctthng of all ftai« and 
the eftates and poflellions, as well of Irifh as of the 
EnglUh, throi^hout the kingdom. wdi'as'of 

For, although that in the 12th year ofiheEog^ 
Queen Elizabeth, a fpedal law was made, 
which did enable the Lord-Deputy to take 
furrenders, and re-grant eftates unto the Irilh 
(upon fignification of her majefty's pleafure 
in that behalf) ; yet were there but few of 
the Irifh lords that made offer to furrender 
during her reign ; and they which made fur- 
render of entire countries obtained grants of 
the whole again to themfelves only, and to 
no other, and all in demefne. In pafling of < 
which grants, there was no care taken of the 
inferior fepts of people, inhabiting and pof- 
fefling thefc countries under them, but they 
held their feveral portions in courfe of tanif- 
try and gavelkind, and yielded the fame 
Irifh 
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Irifli duties or exaftions as they did before : 
So that upon every fuch furrentjer and grant, 
there was but one freeholder made in a whole 
country, which was the' lord himfelf ; all the 
reft were but tenants at will, or rather te- 
nants in viUenage, and-were neither fit to be 
fworn in juries, nor to perform any public 
fervice; and, by reafon of the uncertainty of 
their eftates, did utterly neglc<S to build, or 
to plant, or to improve the land. And there- 
fore, although the lord was become the king's 
tenant, his country ' was no whit reformed 
thereby, but remained in the foriner barba- 
lifm and defolation. 

Again, in the fame queen's time, there 
were many Irifh lords who did not furrender, 
yet obtained the letters patent of the captain- 
fhips of their countries, and of all lands 
tind duties belonging to thofe captainlhips : 
for the ftatute which doth condemn and abo- 
li(h thefe captainries, ufurped by the Irifh, 
doth give power to the Lord-Depi«y to grant 
the fame by letters patent. Howbeit, thefe 
Irilh captains, and likewife the Enghfli, 
which were made fenefchals of the Iriih coun- 
tries, did by colour of thefe grants, and un- 
der pretence ^of government, claim an Irifh 
feigniory, an^ excrcife plain tyranqy over the 
^pinmon 
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common' people. And this was the fruit ihat 
did arife 6f the letters patent, granted of the 
Irilh countries in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, where before they did extort and op- 
prefs the people, only by colour of a lewd 
and barbarous cuftom; they did afterwards 
ufe the fame extortions and oppreflions by 
warrant under the great feal of the realm. 

But now, fmce his^ majefly came to the How the 
crown, two fpecial commiffions have been ^o™""'"- 
ient out of England, for the fettling aad quiet- furrende« 
ing of all the poffeflions in Ireland ; the one, ijve tjtus 
for accepting furrenders of the Irifh and de- p^^in «"- 
generate Englilh, and for re-granting ellates ecutioa. 
unto them, according to the courfe of the 
common law ; the other, for ftrengthening of 
defedive titles. In the execution of which. 
commilTions, there hath ever been had a fpe- 
cial care to fettle and fecure the under-te- 
nants; to the end, there might be a repofe 
and eftablilhment of every fubje^^'s eftate, 
lord and tenant, free-holder and farmer, 
throughout the kingdom- 

Upon furrenders, this courfe hath been held 
from the beginning: when an Irifli lord doth 
offer to furrendfer his country, his furrender is 
not immediately accepted, but a, commiflion 
is firft awarded, to enquire of three fpecial 
points. 
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poioW. Firft, of the quantity and limits of the 
land whereof he is reputed owner. Next, how 
much hiipfelf doth hold in demefne, and how 
much is pwlTetl by his tenants and followers. 
And thirdly, what cuftoms, duties, and fer- 
vices, be doth yearly receive out of thofe 
lands. This inquifition being made and re- 
turned, the lands which are found to be the 
lord's proper poflefHons in deme&e, are 
drawn into a particular ; and his Irifti duties. 
as cofhering, fellings, rents of butter and oat- , 
meal, and the like, are reafon^ly valued 
and reduced into certain fumsof money, to 
be paid yearly in lioi thereof. This being 
done, the furrender is accepted; and there- 
upon a grant pgfled, not of the whole coun- 
try, as was ufed in former times, but of thofe 
lands only, which are found in the lord's pof- 
feflion, and of thofe certain fums of money, 
as rents iffuing out of the reft. But the lands 
which are found to be poflefl: by the tenants, 
are left unto them, refpcftively charged with 
thefe certain rents only, in lieu of all nncer- 
lain Iriffi exaiftions. 

In like manner upon all grants, which haye 

part by virtue of the commiflion, for defedive 

titles, the commiffioners have taken fpecial 

caution^ 
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caution, for prefervation of tire eftates of all 
particular tenants. 

And as for grants of captahilhips or fene- ^"j^"' 
fcfaalfhips, in the Irifli countries ; albeit, this capiain- 
deputy had as much power and authority (^aCcha^ . 
to grant the fame, as any other governors J.'P'*''.''^* 
had before him ; and might have raifed as tj's reign. 
much prc^t by 1;iellowing the fame, if he 
had refpeiftcd his private, more than the 
public good; yet hath he beeii fo far from 
pafling any fuch in all his time, as he hath en- 
deavoured to refume all the grants of that 
kind, that have been made by his predecef- 
fors ; to (he end, the inferior fubjetfls of the 
realm Ihould make their only and immediate 
dependance upon the crown. And thus we 
fee, how the greateft part of the pofleflions 
(as well of the Irilh as of the Englilh) in Lein- 
fter, Connaught, and Munfler, are fettled and 
fecured fmce his majefty came to the crown : 
whereby the hearts of the people are alfo fet- 
tled, not only to live in peace, but raifed and 
encouraged to build, to plant, to give bet- 
ter education to their children, and to im- 
prove the commodities of their lands ; where- 
by the yearly value thereof is alfeady en- 
creafed, double of that it was within thefe 
few years, and is like daily to rife higher, 

■ tiij 
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till it amount to the price of our land in Eng- 
land. - 
The plan- Laftly, the po0eifionS of the Irifh in the 
WWer province of Ulfter, though it was the moft 
rude and unreformed part of Ireland, and the 
feat and neft of the laft great rebellion, are 
now better difpofed and eftabliflied than any 
of the lands in the other provinces, which 
have been paft and fettled upon furrenders. 
For, as the occafion of 'the difpofing of thofe 
lands did not happen without the fpecial pro- 
^ vidcnce and finger of God, which did cail out 
thofe wicked and ungrateful traitors, who 
were the only enemies of the reformation of 
Ireland: fo the diftributioh and plaritation 
thereof hath been projetfled and profecuted, 
by the fpecial diredion and care of the king 
himfelf; wherein his majefty hath correded 
the errors before fpoken of, committed by 
King Henry the Second, and Kjng John, in 
diftributing and planting the firft conquered 
lands. For although there were fix whole (hires 
to be difpofed, his majefty gave not an en- 
tire country, or county, to any particular 
perfon ; much lefs did he grant Jura Regafia, 
or any extraordinary liberties. For the beft 
Briiilh undertaker had but a proportion of 
3000 acre's for himfelf, with power to create 
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a manor, and hold , a Court Baron. Albeit, 
many of thefe undertakers were of as great 
birth and quality as the beft adventurers in 
the ffrft conq&eft. Again, his majefty did 
not utterly exclude the natives out of this 

- plantation, with a purpofe to root them out, 
as the Irith were excluded out of the firft 
Englilh colonies; but made a mixt plantation 

, of Britifh and Iriih, that they might grow up 
together in one nation; -only, the Irifli were 
in fome places tranfplanted from the woods 
and mountains, into the plains and open 
countries, that, being removed (like wild 
fruit-trees), they might grow the milder, and 
bear the better and fweeter fruit. And this 
truly is the mafter-piece and moft excellent 
^rt of the work of reformation, and is wof" 
thy indeed of his majefty's royal pains. For 
when this, plantation hath taken root, and 
been fixed and fettled but a few years, with 
the favour and blefling of God, (for the fon 
of God himfi?lf hatb laid in the gofpel, Om-' 
nis planlatio, quam non plantavit pater meus, 
tradicabiturj it will fecure the peace of Ireland, 
affure it to the crown of England for ever ; 
and finally make it a civil, and a rich, a migh-' 
ty, and a flourifhiog kingdom, 

I omit 
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I omit to Q>e3k of the increafb of the rc> 
TCnue of the crown, both certain and caftial, 
which is raifed to a double proportiMi (at 
leafl) above what it was, by deriving (be pub- 
lic juftice into alt parts -of the realm ; by 
fettling all the. pofTeflions, both of the Irilb 
and Englift ; by re-cftabli(hing the compo- 
fitioos; by reftoringandrefumingthecufloms; 
by reviving thf tenures in capiie, and knightV 
iervice ; and reducing many other things into 
charge, which, by the confufion anci. negli- 
gence of former times, became concealed and 
fubtrailed frwn the drown. I forbear like- 
wife to ffieak of the due and ready bringi'r^ 
in of the revenue, which is brought to pafs 
bf the well ordering ' of the Gjurt of Exche- 
quer, and the authority and pains of the CooH 
tnifrrooers for Accompts. 

I might alfo add hereunto the encourage- 
ment that hath been given to the maritime 
towns and cities, as well to encreafe their 
trade of merchandize, as to cheriih mechani- 
cal arts and fciences ; in that all their char- 
ters have betn renewed, and their liberties 
more enlarged by his majefty than by any of 
his progenitors Unce the conqueft. As like- 
wife the care and courfe that hath been 
taken to make civil commerce and inter- 
courfc 
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courfe between the fubjc<n:s newly reformcfl, 
and brought under obedience^ by grantiniif 
markets and fairs to be h6lden in their coun- 
tries, and by eret^ng of corporate towns 
aoioflg them. 

Bnefly, the clock of the civil government 
is jiow well fet, and all the wheels thereof d» 
more in order ; the ilrings of this Irtih harp, 
which the civil magifh-atedoth fiager,,areiA 
in tune (for I omit to fpeak of the Aate ec- 
defiaflical), ai}d make a good harmony in 
this cbmmonweaith : & as we may well coa- 
cetre a hope, that Ireland (which heretofore 
might properly be called the Land of Ire, bfi- 
caufe the trafcible power was predcujiinaac 
thiere for the fpace of ftmr hundred years to- 
cher) will, from henceforth, prove a hod 
of peace and concord. And tfiou^ hereto- 
fore it hath been like the lean cow of Egypt. 
ia PharoaVs dream, jievonring tlie fat of Eng- 
land, and yet remaining as lean as it was be- 
fore, it will hereafter be as fruitful as th« 
llnd of Canaan ; the defcription whereof, in 
the ei^& of Deuteronomy, doth in every 
part agree with Ireland : being. Terra rroonan, 
equarutaqut, & fonlium ; in cajits eampis, £? 
Tomtibut^ ermnpuai fiuworum abyjft ; . terra fnt~ 
rnentif & hor4ei', terra laiUs, SS melln; uht 
abffue. 
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tbfqut ulla penuria comeits fanem tuum,^ & rersm - 
ebundantia ptrfrueris. 

And thus I have rfifcovercd and expreffed 
the defers and errors, as well in the manag- 
ing of the martial affairs, as of the civil; 
ivbicb in former ages gave impediment to the 
reducing of all Ireland to the obedimce and 
fubje<ftion of the crown of England. I have 
likewife obferved what courfes have been 
taken to reform the defefts and errors in go^ 
^«mment, and to reduce the people of this 
land to obedience, fince the beginning of the 
reign of King Edward the Third till the latter 
end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

And, laftly, I have declared and fet forth, 
how alt the faid errors have been corrected, 
and the defefls fupplied, under the profperous 
" government of his Majefty : fo as I may po- 
fitively conclude in the fame words which I 
have ufed in the title of this Difcourfe : " That 
"until the beginning of his MajeftyVreiga, 
"Ireland was never entirely fubduedand 
" brought linder the obedience of the crown 
" of England." But fmce the crown of this 
kingdom, with the uncjoubted right and title » 
thereof, defcended upon his Majefty, the 
whole ifland, from fea to fea, hath been 
brought into his Highnefs*s peaceable pof- 
fedion ; 
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fcflioD ; and all the inhabitants, in every cor- 
ner thereof, have been abfolutely reduced un- 
der his immediate fubjeftion. In which con- 
dition of fubje(fts they will gladly continue, 
without defcdion or adhering to. any other 
Lord or King, as long as they may be pro- 
tefled atai juftly governed,, without oppreflion 
on the one fide, or impunity on the other. 
FoD there is no nation of people under the ■. 
fun that doth love equal and indtfTerent juftice I 
better than the Irifh ; or will reft better fatif- ; 
fied with the execution thereof, although it j 
be againft themfelves, fo as they may have \ 
the proteflion and benefit of the law, when 
upon j uft caufe they do defire it. 
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LETTER, 



Sir J O H N D A V I E S; 



A^ imfi hon^urahU good Lordf 

X A M not ignorant how little -cay advenifemcnta 
do add unto your Lerdfliip'^s knowledge of the af- 
fairs of this kihgdom ; forafmuch as f know youT- 
lordfliip doth receive fueh frequtnt difpatches 
from the Lord Deputy and Council here, as no- 
thing worthy of any eonfideration is left by them 
unadvertifed. Befide3,they k-nowing thingsa priori,, 
in that they fctf the caufes at>d grounds of alt acci- 
dents, can give your lordfhip mOfe full and per- 
fei^ intelligence, than' fuch an inferior minifter as 
1 am, which cthne to underlland things a poller 
fiori only by the effcd and by the fuccefs. Not^ 
R 2i vithftandin^ 
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wilhflanding, bccaufe the diligence of others can* 
nol excufe my negligence, if I omit duty in this be- 
half, I prefume ftill to write to your lordfhip, and 
though I write the fame things to yourjordftiip, as 
are written by others, in fubflance ; yet perhaps 1 
may fometimes add a circumftance, which may 
give light to the matter of fabftance, and mak« 
' it the clearer unto your lordfhip. 

After the end of the laft term, my Lord-Deputy 
took a refolation to vifit three countie in Lifter ; 
namely Monaghad, Ferman^h, and Cavan, which 
being the moft anfeltled and unreformed parts of 
that province, did mofl uf all need his ]ord(hip*s 
Tifitation at this time : for Monaghan, otherwifc 
called M'MahowTi*s comiii^y, Sir .William Fitzwil- 
liams, upon the attainder and execution of Hug|i 
Ro M'Mahown, chief of his name, did with good 
wifdom and policy divide the greateft part of that 
county among the natives thereof, except the 
Church Lands, which he gave to Englilh fervitors: 
Id which divlfion, he did aHot unto five or fix gen- 
tlemen fundry large demefiies, with certain rents 
andfcrvices; and to the inferior fort, fcveral free- 
holds, and withal referved a. yearly retit unto the 
crown of four hundred and odd pounds ; whereby 
that county feemed to be well fettled for a year or 
tVKo: notwithfianding the late rebellion, wherein 
the M'Mahowns were the firft aftors, reverfed all 

that 
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that was done, and broyght. tbings in this country 
to the old chaos asd caai"iifi©n : for they creeled a 
M'Mahown amoi^ ^hem, wlio became mafter of ■ 
all : they revived th^ Irith cuttings and exaiflious 
detained the queeti's rent, reduced the poor free- 
holders into their wonted flavery, and, in a word, 
they brote all the covenants and conditioDS 'con- 
tained in tlieir letters patent, and thereby intitied 
the crown to refume all again ; they having now ' 
no other title to pretend, but only the laie Lord 
Lieutenant's promife and the King's mercy. I 
fpeak of . the chief lords and gentlemen, whofe 
eftates were fubjed to conditions; albeit.: 
there was yet no office found of the breach of '< 
thofe conditions. But as for the petty free- t 
Holders, whofe eftates were abfolute, many of 
jhem, whofe names were yet unktwwn, were flaiiji 
in the late rebellion ; and fo attainted in law, if 
any inquifjtions thereof had been taken. Of fuch 
as did furvive the wars, and had their pardons, 
fome were removed and iranfplanted by the tyran- 
ny of the lords, and fome were driven out of the 
country, not daring to return to their freeholds, ■ 
without Ipecial countenance of the ftate ; and thus ■ 
flood the ftate of Monaghan. 

Touching Fermanagh, otherwife called M'Guyres 

country ; that country was never reduced to the' 

crown, fince the conqueft of Ireland, neither by 

attain- 
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(ittaindure, fiirrender, or other refumptipn wbatfoe* 
ver, until Sir John Perrott's government, who caufed 
Ccconaught M'Guyre (father of Hugh M'Guyre, 
who vi'as a principal a^or in the late rebellion, 
and ilain in Munfter, upon an encounter with Sir 
Warham St. Lcger), to furrendcr all the country 
of Fermanagh in general wordsunto the late queen, 
and to take letters pateiit back again, 9f all the 
country in the like general worilS; to him and his 
heirs ; whereupon was referved a rent of one 
■ hundred and twenty beeves, arifing out of certain 
horfe and foot, and a tenure in capite: but this 
Englilh tenure did not take away his Infli cuftoms 
and exai^tons ; he was fuffered flill to hold his 
title of M'Guyre.'and to exercife his tyranny over 
the queen's poor fubjefls, of whom the ftate took 
no care, nor notice ; albeit there are many gen- 
tlemen who claim eftate of freehold in that coun- 
try by a more ancient title than M'Guyre himfelf 
doth claim the chiefrie. Coconaught M'Guyre, 
having thus obtained letters patent, died feized of 
the country ; and after his death, Hugh M'Guyre, 
being his eldeft fon, took poffeflion thereof, not 
as heir at common law, but as Tannift, and chief 
of his name, was created M'Guyre, and held it 
as an Irifh lord until ho was flain in afSual rebel- 
lion, which wf hold an att^nder in ]aw, in this 
kingdom. 

Here- 
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Hereupon* an office being found that Hugh 
M'Guyre was killed in rebellion ; one Connor Ro 
.M'Guyre, whofe anceftors had been chief lords 
of the country, and who, being received to grace, 
had performed good fervice in thofe parts, had a 
patent of the whole country granted unto him by 
the late Lord Lieutenam* and held it accordingly, 
during the wars. Howbeit, when young Coconagh 
M'Guyre, brother to Hugh M'Guyre, and fecond fon 
to the old Coconagh,- Submitted himfelf to the late 
Lord Lieutenant, his lordfhip promifed him to.di- 
vide the country betwixt him and Connor Ro. In 
performance of which promife, the ftate het^e, by 
direction out of England, perfuaded Connor Ro to 
furrender his patent, which he did, and thereupon 
fet down a divifion of the country, allotting the 
greater portion to Coconagh ; according to whlcK 
divifion they have (inpe held their feveral portions, 
but hitherto they have obtained no letters patent, 
my Lord-Deputy having made ftay thereof till he 
had feen and underftood the ftate of the country, - 
and eftablilhed a competent number of freeholders 
there, wliich will be more conveniently and eafiljr 
effeifled now while the land is in his Majefty's dif^ ' 
pofition, than it would be, if thefe Irifti lords had 
eftates executed or part unto tliem. Upon thefe 
terms flood the eftale of the chief lords of Fer- 
managh. 
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snanagh. But , touching the iafeiior g^ntl^iiKti 
and iababuants, it was not certainlj known to th? 
the Hate here, whether they were Qnly tenants ^t 
will to the chief lords (whereof the tuicenain cu^ 
ting which the lords u&d upon them migtit b« so 
argument), or whether they were fceeholdeis yield'* 
ing of right to their chief Icurd certain rents and 
fervices, as many of theoa do allege, aJifEQlBg that 
the Irilh cutting was an ufifrpatioo and a wrong* 
This was. a point wherein th^ Lord'-Dcputy and 
Coun«iI did much defire to be refolved, the refolu- 
tipn whereof .would give them much li^t, lv>w to 
make a jufl; and equal diftributipn of the i;o«iitry> 
and to fettle every particular inhabitant thereof. 
Thus much concerning the flate of Ferman^h. 

As for Cavqn, otheiwife called Breny Orelye or 
O'Relies Country,, the Ia,to troubles had lo uo£ettted 
the pofleflions thereof, whi<h indeed were never 
well diftinguilhed and eftabliH^id, as it vfas doubt- 
ful in whom the chiefrie of that country refiedj or 
if the chief lord, had been known, yet was it aa uor 
ccrtain what demefnes, or dutiM he ought, to have. 
And for the pwijcular tenants, tbcy were fo many 
timesremo ei and rcj ^fted, as their titles and poITcf- 
fioas were as doubtful as the lords. Tru^itis, that 
Sir John Perrott being dejjuty purpofed the reforma- 
tion and fettling of this country; and to that eed» 
inden-.urts wcre_jrawn fcfctwcen himf-lf, in behalf 

ot 
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ofthe late queen, on the one part, wdSic John 
O'Relie, then chief lord of the country, on the 
other ; whereby Sir John O'Relie did covenant Kv 
(urrender the whole unto the queen, and Sir John 
Perrott, on the other part, did covenant, that letters 
patentlhouldbenaadeuntohimof the whole. How- 
beit, there followed no effeift of this: forncitherwa& 
thece any fprrender made by Sir John O'Relie, 
' neither was there any patent granted usto him, 
during Sir Joho pcrrott's time, marry afterwards, 
wh^n the late Lord Chancellor, and Sir Henry 
WaiUj^, were Lordsjufiices, certain comminioners 
vere fent down to divide tb? country 'into baronies 
seid to fettle the chief Septs and families therein; 
which they did in this mwner : The whole country 
being divided into fcven baronies, they afligned two 
uQto Sir John O'Relie, free from all public charges 
and contributions ; a third barony they allotted to 
Philip O'Relie, brother to Sir John O'Relie ; a 
fourth to Edmond O'Relie, un.le to Sir John 
O'Relia; a fifth, to the fons of one Hugh O'Relie, 
furnanned t-he Prior : and out of the three baronies, 
whereot Sir John 0!Relie was not polfeffed, they 
referved unto him a chief rent of ten (hillings out 
of every poll (being a portion of land containing 
three fcore acres or thereabouts) in lieu of all Irifh 
cuttings and taxes. As for the other two baronies 
poflcfled by the Septs of M'Rernon, ^nd M'Gaurol, 

begin 
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being remote and bordering upon O'Rorkes coun- 
try, they were neglected and left fubjeA ftiil to 

S the Irifh exaiflions of the chief lord; but to the 
crown they referved upon the whole country jjo 
beeves, which the deputy ever fjnce hath taken 
for his provifion. This divifion, or eftablifhrnent, 
was made and reduced to writing, as one of the 
commiflioners, who is yet living, told me; who 
told me withal, that they were well paid for their 
^ains: for he that. had lead had an hundred fat 
beeves given him by the country ; yet cannot we 
find any return of this commiflion, either in the 
Council Bpobi or in the Chancery. So as hitherto 
there were only projefts made for the fettling of 
the country, but nothing was really and effeftually 
done ; none of the rules and ceremonies of the law 
obferved, either by accepting furrenders, or re- 
granting the land back again, or by any other law- 
ful conveyance, or execution of eftates. After this 
Sir John O'Relie died in rebellion ; whereupon his 
brother Philip O'Relie took upon him the name of 
O'Relie, and poflcffed himfelf of the country at 

, Tannift and chief Lord, according to the Iri'fh cuf- 
tom ; and being fopofTeOcd, was (lain in rebellion ; 
after his death, Edmond O'Relie, his uncle, ei^tered 
in like manner, and was killed in a Aual -rebellion. 
Since the death of Edmond, none of that Sept was 
cleflcd or created O'Relie, but the chicfrie of the 
country 
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country flood doubtful till the end of the wars : then 
a niece of the Earl of Ormond being the widow of 

■ Mulmora O'Relic (eldeft fon of Sir John O'Relie, 

■ which Mulmora had been always loyal, and was 
ilainon the Queen's part)* fuppofing that Sir John 
O'Relie held the country by grant, from the late 
queen (which indeed he never did), caufed an in- ■ 
quifition to be taken, whereby it was found, that 
Sir John O'Relic was feized of the country in fee, 
snd died feized ; after whofe death, the country 
defcended to Mulmora, who likewife died feized, his 
faeir being within age and his majelty's ward: 
thereupon (he made fuit to Sir George Cary, then 
Lord-Deputy, as well for the grant of the ward- 
Ihip, as for the aflignment of her dower ; whereas 
indeed, the land never defcended, according to the 
courle of the common law ; but now was ever 

- held by Tannis, according to the Iriih cuflofti, 
^■whereby there could grow neither wardftiips nor 
dower. For, the Tannift coming in by eleflion, 
neither did his heir ever inherit, neither was hit 
wife ever endowed. Howbeit, Sir George Cary, by 
a warrant from the Council Table only, did aflign 
unto her the third part of the profit of the country, 
and -gave her withal the cuftody of the body of her 
fon, but the cuftody of the land during the King's 
pleafure he committed untoone Mulmora O'Relie, 
great uncle to the fuppofed ward, whereof the poor 
. gentlemaa 
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gentleman hath made little benefit, becaufe itot be- 
ing created O'Relie by them, they would not fuffer 
him to cut and exadt, likean Irifh lord, neither would 
they fuffer him to receive the eftablifbment made by 
the commiflioners, becaufe it had been broken and 
jejefted by Philip andEdmond, who fince held the 
country 33 Tannift, or Iriih chieftains. In thefc 
uncertain terms, flood the poffeflions of Brevye, 
which we now call the county of Cavan. 

I thought it not impertinent to fhow unto your 
lordfhip how unfctilcd the pofltffionsof thefecoun' 
tries were> before my Lord-Deputy began his jour- 
ney ; that it may appear, how needful it was, that 
the Lord-Deputy fliould defcend in perfon to vifit 
thofe countries, whereby he might have opportu- 
nity to difcover and underftand the true and par- 
ticiilar ftate, both of the po0efIiDns and pofTeflbra 
thereof, before he gave warrants for paffing the 
fame by letters patent unto any; and thereby pre- 
vent that error, which hath formerly been com- 
mitted in paffing all Tyrone to one, and-Tyrconnd 
to another, and other large teritories to Odogherly 
and Randal M'Sorley, without any refpedl of the 
King's poor fubjeds who inhabit atwi hold the lands 
under them ; whereby the patentees are made 
little kings, or rather tyrants over them: iofomuch 
as they now being wooed and prayed by the ftate, 
cannot yet be drawn to make freeholders for the 
fervice of the commonwealth, which, before the 
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Jjaffing of Aeir patents, ihey would gladly and 
humbly have yielded nnto* 

The ftate, therefore, of the thtee cQunties be- 
fore tiamed( ftanding in fuch terms as I have be- 
fore expreffed; my Lord-Deputy, accompanied 
with the Lord-Chancelloi', the Lord Chief juftice. 
Sir Oliver Lambert, and' Sir Garret Mcrare, and 
being alfo waited upon by myfelf, who was for 
this fervice joined in commiffion of aflize and goal 
delivery with the Chief Ju'ftice, began his journey 
the nineteenth day of July laft, being Saturday, 
and bdged that ntght and the next at the Abbey of 
Mellifont, Sir Garret Moore's houfe. Ori Monday- 
night his iordfhip camped in the field, upon th« 
borders of Ferney, Which is the inheritance of the 
Earl of Eflex ; and albeit We were to pafs through 
the wafteft and wildeft pans of all the notth, yet 
had we only for our guard 17x or feven fcore foot, 
and fifty or three fcore horfe, which is an argu- 
ment of a good time,' and of a confident deputy. 
KoTin former times '(when the ftate enjoyed the 
beft peace and fecurity) no Lord-DepUty did ever 
venture himfelf into thofe parts without an army 
of eight hundred or one thoufand men. The third 
night after our departure from Mellifont, we came 
to the town of Monaghan, which doth not defervtt 
the name of a good village, confifting of diver« 
fcatter-cd cabins, or cottages, whereof the moft 

part 
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part are pofleffed by the caft foldiers of that garrt- 
fon. In the tioribmoft part thereof there is alittle 
fort, which is kept by the foot company of Sir 
Edward Blaney, who is Senefchal or Governor rf 
that county by patent. In the oiidftof ihisVillage, 
there is a foundation of a new caftle^ which being 
raifed ten or twelve feet from the ground, and fo 
left and ncgleified for the fpacc of almoft two years, 
is now ready to fall into ruin again ; albeit his Ma- 
jefty's charge in building bath already been twelve 
hundred pounds at leaft. My Lord-Deputy was as 
much difpkafed at the fight "thereof, as the chief 
lords of the country are pleafed and comforted 
therewith ; becaufe if it were ereiftod and finithed 
in th^t form as was intended, it wouM at all times 
be a bridle unto their infolency: for the M'Ma- 
Iiounea undoobtedly are the proudeft and moft bar- 
barous fept among the Iri(b ; and do ever fooneft 
repine and kkk and fpurn at the Englifli govern- 
ment. My Lord-Deputy having pitched his tents 
about a quarter of a mile frtrtn tlie town, did pre- 
fcntiy diflinguifh the bufmefs that was to be done ; 
the determining of matters of the Grown, and the 
hearing of pcrfonaf petitions touching debt and 
trefpafs, he left wholly to the juftices of the affize 
and goal delivery; and referved only to himfelf 
and the Lord-Chancellor the confideralion of fuck" 
petitions as ihould be inade unto him, touching the 
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lands and pofieflions of that country ) which bufi^ 
Jifiis, becaufe it was the principal, and taken in 
hand by my Lord-Deputy himfelf, I will firft 
trouble your Lordlhip with the relation thereof^ 

His Lordlhip firft propounded to, the inhabitana 
of the country, two principal queftions in writing; 
viz. firft, what lands they were at that inftant pof- 
felTed of; and fecondly, what lands they claimed, 
either by patent from the Crown, or by promife 
from the State. When they had given in their 
feveral anfw^rs to thefe queftions, my Lord-Deputy 
thought meet to inform himfelf of the particular 
flateof the country, by perufing the book of divi- 
fion made by Sir William Fitz-wilUams, which 
remaining among the rolls in the chancery, the 
Lord-Chancellor had brought with him of purpofe 
for this fervice. By that book it did appear, that 
the county of Monaghan was divided into five baro- 
nies, viz. Dartrey, Monaghan, Cremorn, Trough, 
and Donamayn. That thefe five baronies contain 
an hundred ballibetaghs, viz. Dactrey twenty-one, 
- Monaghan twenty-one, Cremorn twenty-i«:o, 
Trough fifteen, and Donamayn twenty-two. That 
^ery ballibetagh, which fjgnifieih, in tlie IriHv 
tongue, a town able to maintain hofpitality, con- 
taineth fixteen taths; every lath containeth three- 
fcore Enghlh acres or thereabouts : fo as every bal- 
libetagh containeth nine hundred and (ixty acres: 
the extent of the whole country, containing one 
hundred 
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hundred ballibetaghs, is eighty-fix tfioufatid atrts^ 
iKfide the church land. All this coufttry, albeit 
h were refumed dnd refted ai^ualiy in the Crown 
bythe ad of attainder of Shane O'Neale, notwi^- 
flatiding the M'Mahouties being ftill permitted to 
hold the pofleflbn, tio man fought to have any 
grant thereof until Walter Earl of EfTex obtained 
the whole Barony of Donamayn (othetWife called 
the Ferry and Clatikawcll) to hitnfelf and his 
lietrs; and afterguards upon the execution of Hugh 
Ro M'Mahoune, chief of his name, Si^ Williaitt 
Fiizwilliams divided and difpofed the Other baro- 
nies iti this manner: in the Dartrey, five ballibe- 
taghs were granted in demefne unto Briati M'Hugh 
Oge M'Mahoune, then reputed chief of his name, 
and the heirs males of his body, rendering thirty 
pounds rent, viz. fix pounds for every bailiberagh; 
the other fixteen ballibetaghs were divided among 
the ancient inhabitants of that barony; fomehav- 
• ing a great portion allotted, and fome a lefs ; how- 
beit every one did render a yearly rent of twenty 
fiiillings out of every tath,_ whereof twelve (hil- 
lings and fix pence was granted to Brian M'Hugh 
Oge M'Mahoune, as a chief rent, in lieu of all 
Other duties, and feven apd fixpehce was referred 
to the Crown, which plot was obferved in every of 
the other baronies; fo as out of every ballibetagh 
containing' 
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containing fixteen taths, the Lord had ten pounds, 
and the King fix. 

In Monaghan, RolTe Bane M'Mahounc had like- 
wife five ballibetaghs granted unto him with the 
like eftate, rendering to the Quean 30I. rent, and 
the like chief rents as aforefaid, out of nine bal- 
libetaghs more. And in the fame baronies Patrick 
M'Art Moyle had three ballibetaghs allotted unto 
him with the like eftate, rendering 18L rent to 
the Queen, and the like chief rent out of all the 
other four. 

In Cremorn, Euer M'Collo M'Mahoune, who 
was the firft of that name tliat entered into the late 
rebellion, and is now farmer to my Lord of Eflcx 
of all his land ip that country, had five ballibetaghs 
in demefne granted unto htm and the heirs male 
of his body, rendering 30!. rent to the Crown, 
and the like chief rent out of twelve other balli- 
betaghs: and in the fame barony, one Patrick 
Duffe M'Collo M'Mahoune had two ballibetaghs 
and a half afligned to him in demefne, rendering 
1 5I. rent, and the like chief rent out of two other 
baronies and a half. 

In the Trough, containing only fifteen ballibe- 
taghs, Patrick M'Rena had three ballibetaghs, and jf'^ 
twelve taths in demefne given iinto him with the 
like eftate, rendering zzl. rent as aforefaid, and 
the like chief rent out of feven other ballibetaghs : 
S and 
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and in the fame barony, one Brian Oge M'Ma- 
houne, brother to Hugh Ro, who was executed, 
had the like eftate granted unto him in three balli- 
betaghs, rendering i8I. rent in like manner, and 
the like chief rent out of two other bal-libeiaghs: 
and under this condition, that if the patentee, or 
the affigns, did not within five years build a caflle 
upon fome part of the land contained in their pa- 
tents, their feveral grants to be void. 

Thus it appeared, that thefe four baronies were 
then beftowcd among the chief lords or gentlemen 
of that country : and as they had their demefnes 
and rents allotted unto them ; fo the inferior inha- 
bitants, which were fo many in number, as it is 
not fit to trouble your Lordlhip with the lift of , 
their particular names, were all named in the book 
of divifion, and had their feveral portions of land 

* granted unto them aiid to their heirs. Howbeit, 
the eftates made to thefe petty freeholders were 
not fubjeft to any conditions to defeat the fame, 
but only nomine parso' for non payment of their 
feveral rents : whereas in every grant made to the 
lords there was a threefold provifo, viz. that if any 
of them took upon him the nameof M'Mahoune, 
or did fail of payment of the Queen's rent, or en- 

' tered into rebellion, and were thereof attainted, 
their letters patent fliould be void. 

Thus 
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Thus the temimral lands were dirpofed. For 
the chureh land ; the abbey of Cfunys, which was ' 
the only abbey of any value in that county, was 
formerly deihifed to Sir Henry Drake, for years : 
but the reft of the fpiritual lands, which the 
Irifli call Tertncms, they were granted to fundry 
fervitors, rehderirig ten fhillings io the crown for 
every tath, which out of all the church land 
amounted to £•^o per annum, or thereabouts: 
bijt as well thefe patentees, as the former, did all 
fail in their performance of the conditions, where- 
upon their feveral eftates depended : fo as there 
wanted nothing but an office to be found thereof 
for the making void of all their patents. And 
therefore as foon as the ftate of the poflcllions of 
this country did appear unto my Lord Deputy to 
ftand in fuch fort, as is before expreffled, his Lord- 
Ihip forthwith coranianded me to draw a fpecial 
conifnifliori, direfted among others, to the Chief 
Juftice and myfelf, to enquire, as well of the 
breach of the conditions contained in the grants 
beforetnentioned, as alfo of all efcheated and con- 
• cealed lands in that county : Accordingly, the com- 
minion was drawn and fealed in the haniper, in the 
execution whereof we impannelled as many of the 
patentees themfelves as appeared at that feflions to 
enquire of the articles contained in the coHlmilTion : 
So as they themfelves found their own letters pa- 
S 2 tent 
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tent voul, fome for non-payment of the Kbg's 
rent, and otiiets, for not building of caftles within 
the lime prefcribed ; befides, they found divers of 
the inferior freeholders to have been flain-In the 
late rebellion, whereby eight or nine balHbetaghs 
were efcheated to the crovn, every ballibetagh 
(as 1 faid before) containing nine hundred and 
fixty acres, or thereabouts; which oilice being 
found, there refted in the poffcflion of the crown 
the greateft part of that county. This being done, 
my Lord-Deputy entered into council in what • 
manner he might bell difpofe and re-fettle the fame 
again, according to his inftruflions received out of 
England in thai behalf: Wherein albeit his Lord- 
Ihip did refolve to determine of nothing finally 
before his return to Dublin, where, with the reft 
of the council, he propofed to digeftall the bufi- 
nefs of this journey ; yet having an intent to make 
fome alterations of the former divifion, his Lord- 
fliip acquainted the principal gentlemen and lords 
therewith, moving them to give their free con- 
ferns thereunto ; to the end that thofe fmall altera- 
tions might not breed any difference or difcord 
among them; and thereupon his Lordfhip did in 
a manner c n elude thai Brian M'Hugh Oge fhould 
be reftored to all that he had by the former divifi- 
on, except one or two balUbetaghs, which he was 
well contented fhould be difpofed to two young 
children 
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children, his near kinfmen, for which he was 
promifed lo receive recompeoce out of the lands 
efcheated within his barony ; that Patrick M'Art 
Moyle Ihouid likewifc be reftored in integrant ; hoiv- 
beit he was not well contented therewith, ailedging 
that my Lord Lieutenant, when he received him 
into grace, promifed to make him equal in poffef- 
fions with Brian M'Hugh Oge ; but my Lord- 
Deputy found no eafy way to perform that pro- 
mife, notwithftanding his Lordfhip defigned unto 
him one ballibctagh more, being a parcel of the 
barony of Trough, which, lying upon the border 
of Tyrone, hath been poflefled of late by the 
.Earl, who pretended that it is parcel of his coun- 
try : That Roffe Bane M'Mahoune IhouM likcwifc' 
be re-eftafalifhed in all his former pofleffions, one 
ballibetagh excepted,' which he frankly gave to 
one of his kinfmen, who was forgotten in the laft 
divifion : That Patrick M'Renna and Bryan Oge 
M'Mahoune (hould hold all their lands and rents 
without any alteration at all. But the greateH 
change was to be made in the barony of Cremorn, 
the greateft part whereof was, by the former di- 
vifion, afligned to Euer M'Collo, who, notwith- 
ftanding, never enjoyed any part thereof: becaufe 
one Art M'Rorie M'Mahoune, an a«aive and def- 
perate fellow, who had a very fmall portion given 
him by Sir William Fitzwilliams, making claim 
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to that whole barony, did ever fmce with ftrong 
hand withhold the poffeflion thereof from Euer 
M'CoIlo ; therefore, not without confent of Euer 
himfelf, his Lordlhip afligned to Art M'Rorie five 
ballibetaghs in that barony : And becaufe a place 
called BalUlargan, containing two ballibetaghs, lieth 
in the midway between Monaghan and the New- 
rie, which two towns are diflant the one from the 
other twenty-foiir miles, and forafmuch as Mo- 
naghan, being an inland town, cannot be fupplied 
with vi(fVuals but from the Newrie, and that it is a 
matter of great difficulty in time of war to convey 
viifiuals twenty-four miles, having no place of 
fafety to reft in by the way ; therefore his Lord- 
ihip thought it very neceffary for the fervicc of the 
ftate to refcrve thofe two ballibetaghs, and to pafs 
feme eftaie thereof to the governor of Monaghan, 
who doth undertake within fliort time to build a 
caftle thereupon at his own charges. 

Thefe feven ballibetaghs being refgmed from 
Euer M'Cpllo, he hath yet allotted to him and his 
fons in demefne, and in chief, ten ballibetaghs or 
thereabouts; albeit Patrick DufF6 M'CoJlo, his 
kinfman, doth ftill hold his five ballibetaghs ac- 
cording to the firft divifipii. This refumption was 
made upon Euer M'Collolor two caufes ; firft, in 
regard the ftate fliall now put him in quiet pof- 
feffion of a good part of the barony ; whereas be- 

fore 
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fore he did not enjoy any part thereof; fecondly, 
bccaufe he holdeth a whole barony in farm from 
my Lord of Effex, wherein he hath fo good a pen- 
nyworth, aShe is grpwn fince the wars to be of ' 
greater wealth, than all the reft of his name be- 
fides. 

Thus much was intended for the principal gen- 
tJemen and lords of the country ; as for the petty 
freeholders ; fuch of them as have fijrvived the 
wars, and not being fince pardoned, do own good 
eftates in law ftill, and nfeed only to be eftablifhed 
in their feveral pofleflions ; all which his Lordfliip 
hath a purpofe to do by a general order : but the 
lands of fuch as were flain in rebellion, his Lord- 
"ihip allotted two or three ballibetaghs thereof, \y~. 
ing in the barony of Monaghan, unto divers caft 
foldiers dwelling in that poor town, which will be 
a good ftrength to that garrifon ; the- remnant 
, being fcatiered in the other baronies, hu Lordlhip 
hath difpofed to fuch of the inhabitants, as were 
commended for their inclination to prove civil, and 
loyal fubjefis. Laftly, the patentees of the fpi- 
ritual, or termon lands, making' fuit to his lord- 
fliip to be reftored to their feveral portions granted 
' unto them upon the former divifKMi ; his Lordfhip 
thought fit to extend the like favour unto them, 
as he had done to the Irifti. And this is the effed 
of that bufinefs, which his Lordfhip referved unto 
himfelf, 
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himfelf, wherein ,his Lordftitp doth make this a 
year of Jubilee to the poor inhabitants of this 
county of Monaghan, becaufc every man (hall re- 
turn to his own houfe, be reftored to his ancient 
pofleflions, and withal have the arrear of rent to 
the King remitted, which is indeed a great matter ; 
for the arrear of this country doth amount to 6000/. 
at leaft. 

Touching the fervice performed in this country 
by the juftices of Affize : albeit they found few 
prifoners in the goals, the mod part being bailed 
by Sir Edward Blaney, to the end the fort where 
the goal is kept might not be pcftered with them ; 
yet when fuch as were bailed came in upon their 
recognizances, the number was greater than we 
expeffled. One grand jury was fo well chofen, as 
they found with good expeditioti all the bills of 
indidment true ; but on the other fide, the juries, 
that were impanneifed for trial of the prifoners, 
did acquit them as faft, and found them not guilty ; 
which whether it was done for favour, or for fear, 
it is hard to judge : for the whole county, con- 
fifting of three or four names only, viz. M'Ma- 
houne, M'Rena, . M'Cabe, and O'Connaly, the 
chief was ever of one of thofe names, and of thefc 
names this jury did confift ; fo that it was impof- 
fible to try him but by his kinfmen, and therefore 
it was probable that the malcfaftors were acquitted 

for 

nprA^.iiiyGt.Kl'.^le 



C 239 ) 

for favour : but on the other part, we were in- 
duced tq think, that fear might be the "caufc ; for- 
afmuch as the poor people feemed very unwilling 
to be fwom of the juries, alledging, that if they 
condemned any man, his friends in revenge would 
rob, or burn, or kill them for it; and that the 
like mifchief had happeined to divers jurors lince 
the laft feflion holden there : fuch ia the barbarous 
malice and impiety of this people. Notwithftand- 
ing, when we had punilhed one jury with good 
round fines. and imprifonment, for acquitting fome 
prifoners, contrary to diredt and pregnant evidence, ■ 
another jury being impannelled for trial of others, 
found two notorious malefacftors guilty : whereof 
one was a notable thief, and the other a receiver 
of thieves ; both which were prefently executed, 
and their execution ftruck fome terror in the heft 
men of the country j for the beef, which they eat 
in their houfes, is for the moft part ftolen out of 
the Englilh pale ; and for that purpofe, every one 
of them keepeth a cunning thief, which he calleth 
his Cater. Brian Oge M'Mahoune, and Art M'Ro- 
rie, two of^the principal gentlemen before -named, 
were indiiled for the receiving of fuch ftealths ; 
but they acknowledging their fauhs upon their 
knees before my Lord-Deputy, had their pardon 
granted unto them ; fo that I believe ftolen flefli 
will not be fo fweet unto them hereafter. 

When . 
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Whm wc had delivered the go^, we impaQnellcd 
another jury, to enquire of the ftate of the church 
in that county ; giving them thefe fpecial articles 
in charge, viz. how many parifh churches there 
vere in that county ; who were patrons ; who 
were ipcumbents ; whicfi of the churches were 
fufficiently repaired ; and what decayed ; of what 
yearly value they were ; what glebe, tythes, or 
other duties belonged unto every church ; and who 
look the profits thereof. 

This we did by virtue of that great commiffioa 
which was fent out of England about twelve months 
fince, whereby thp commiffioners have authority, 
among other things, to enquire of thefe points; 
and thereupon to take order for the re-edifying 
and the repairing of the churches, and for the 
placing of fufScient incumbents therein. This 
point of that 'commiflion was not before time put 
in execution any where, albeit it was fundry times 
moved at the council table, that fomewhat might 
be done therein ; but my Lords the Bifhops that 
iit at the board, being not very well plcafed that 
laymen {hould intermeddle with ecdefiaftical mat- 
ters, did ever anfwer thaP motion in this manner : 
Lpt us alone with that bufinefs ; take you no care 
for that ; we will fee it efFetfled,' we warrant you : 
nptvvithftanding there hath been fo little care ta- 
ken, as that the greateft part of the churches within 

the 



Dpi .«Jhy Google 



( 241 ) 

the pale ]ie (till to ih^ir ruins ; fo as the commoti 
people (whereof many without doubt would con-r 
form thcmfelves) have no place to refort unto, 
where they may hear divine fervice. This confix 
deration moved us to enquire of the ftate of the 
church in thefe unreformed counties. The inqui- 
fition prefented unto us in this county was in Latin, 
becaufe the principal jurors were vicars and clerks : 
it appeared, that the churches for the moft part 
are utterly wafte; that the King is patron (tf all ; 
and that the incumbents are Popifti priefts, inftiT 
tuted by Bifhops authorized from Rome; yet ma? 
t]y of them, like other old priefls qf Queen Mary's 
time, in England, ready to yield to conformity. 

Wheti vre had received this particular informa- 
tion, it was thought meet to referve it, and to fuf- 
pend and flay all proceedings thereupon until the 
Biftipp of Derry, Raphoe, and Dogher (which 
threediocefescpmprehend the greateft part ofUIfter, 
glbeit they be now united for one man's benefit) fhall 
arrive out of England;, whofe abfence, being twq 
years fmce he was elefted by his Majefty, hath 
been the chief caufe that no courfe hath been hi- 
therto taken to reduce this poor people to Chrif- 
tianity ; and therefore majus peccatum habet, 

Laftly, for the civil government of this county 
we made feveral orders : firft, for the building of a 
goal and feffions houfe,' we impofed a tax upon 

the 
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the country (by confent of the chief gentlemen aiMl 
freeholders) of ^. 40. fterling, and for the furplu- 
fage of the charge, we moved my Lord-Deputy and 
Council to promife an allowance out of the fines 
and cafualties of that county : next, for the eret^- 
ing of a free-fchool, and maintenance of a 
fchool-mafter In Monaghan, we prevailed with the 
chief lords fo far as they yielded to contribute £. 20. 
a year to that ufe ; finally, we revived and enlarg- 
ed fundry former orders, made for the mending 
of high ways, clearing of paths, and the bringing 
of lazy and idle men to juftice, &c. 

This is the effeifl of all our proceedings in the 
county of Monaghan. 

From Monaghan we went the firft night to the 
ruins of the Abbey of Clunys, where we camped ; 
and paffing from thence through ways almoft im- 
paflkble for our carriages, by reafon of the woods 
and bogs, we came the fecond night after to the 
fouth fide of Lougherne, and pitched our tents over 
againft the ifland of Devonilh, a place being pre- 
pared for the holding of our feflions for Fermanagh 
in the ruins of an abbey there. Here my Lord 
Deputy diftinguifhed the bufinefs, as he had 'for- 
merly done, in the county of Monaghan ; referv* 
ing unto himfelf the difpofition and fettling of the 
lands of inheritance ; and leaving unto U3 the or- 
dinarji matters both criminal and civil. 

For 
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For the lands of" inheritance in Fermanagh, 
they flood not in the fame terms as the lands of 
Monaghan: forihe Seignory, or Chiefry, and the 
demefne lands that were the inheritance of M'Guyre 
himfelf, were reduced, and refted in the Crown, by 
two feveral inquifitions, found after the death of 
Hugh M'Gujjre, the arch rebel, of whom I have 
fpoken. before, the one found in Munfter, (where 
Ihortly after he was flain in a(flual rebellion) by 
fpecial commiffion ; and the other, in Ferma- 
nagh, by the late Lord Chief Baron, by virtue of 
his office of Chief Baton, two years fince, when he 
was juftice of affize in that county ; both whicli 
offices are returned and remain of record ; the one 
in the Chancery, and the other in the Exchequer. 
But forafmuch as the greatetl part of the inhabitants 
of that country did claim to be freeholders ot their 
fevera! poffelfions, who furviving the late rebellion 
had never been attainted ; but having received his 
Majefty's pardon, flood upright in law, fo as we 
could not clearly intitle the Crown to their lands, 
-except it were in point of conqueft, a title which 
the ftate here hath not at any time taken hold of 
for the King againft: the Irifh, which upon the con- 
queft were not difpoffefled of their lands, but were . 
permitted to die, feized thereof in the King'sallegi- 
ance ; albeit they hold the fame, not accor,ding to 
the courfe of the common law, but by the cuflom 

of 
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bf Tanniftry, whereby the eldeft of every fepi 
cUimed a chiefry over the reft, arid the inferior 
fort divided their pbBeffions after the manner of 
Gavelkind. Therefore it was thought meet to 
impannel ajury of tlie moft fufficient inhabitants 
to enquire and prcfcnl how many freeholds there 
were, and what lands they held in this coiinty, and 
■what certain rents and fervices they yielded to the 
M'Guyres, or other chieftains and tannifts in an- 
cient time. Though this was a bufinefs of fome 
labour, becaufe the ciiftom of Gavdkind had made 
fuch petty fi-aflioiis and divifions of the poiTeflionsof 
this CDunty.as the number bffreeholdefs was exceed- , 
ing great, y^twithin two days they brought in their 
inquifition, In IrilB ; which being tranflated into Eng- 
lifli, appeared tobe corifufed in general, and without 
method; wherewith my Lord-Deputy not being 
fatisfied, his LordChtp having taken a refclution to 
vifit the fort and caftle of Ballifhaniion in Tircon* 
iiel, being fituateon the nofth-weft end of Lough 
Earne, and not diftaht from our Camp above twen- 
ty Englifh miles, commanded me, in the mean time 
of his Lord(hip*3 abfence, to call the grand jury, 
who had made the former prefentment, and with 
them the chief inhabitants of every barony, and, 
by conference with them, to digcft the bufinefs 
againft his return, which was done in this order. 

Firfl, we thoUght meet to diftinguifii the pof- 

ieflions ; next, to enquire of the particular pofleiTors 
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thereof. Touching tlie pofTefllons, we found Fer 1 
managh to be divided into feven baronies, vfz. 
Magherry Boy, Clanauley, Clankclley, Magherry 
f tephanagh, Tirecannada, Knockninney, and Tu- 
rath. Every of thefe baronies containeth feven 
ballibetaghs and a half of land, chargeable with 
M'Guyre's rent and other contributions of the coun- 
try ; every ballibetagh is divided into four quarters 
of lands, and every quarter into four taths : fo as a 
ballibetagh containeth fixteen taths, as it doth in 
Monaghan ; but the meafure of this country is far 
larger, befides the free land, whereof there is good 
quantity in every barony, is no pafccl of the feven 
ballibetaghs and a half whereof the barony is faid 
toconfift. For thefe reafons, Fermanagh, contairi- 
ingbut fifty-one Ballibetaghs and a half of chargeable 
lands, is well nigh of as large an extent as Mon- 
aghan, which hath in it an hundred ballibetaghs. 

Touching the free land, we found it to be of three 
kinds; Church land, or Termon land, as the Irifh 
call it. Secondly, the Menfatl land of M'Guire. 
Thirdly, lands given fo Certain fepts privileged 
simong the Irifh, vi2. the lands of the Cronicles, 
'Rimers, and Galloglafles. 

For the Monaftery \aad, we foxrad no other than 
that which belonged to the Abbey of Lefgole, which 
doth not exceed the quantity of two ballibetaghs, and 
lieih for the moft part in the Barony of Clanawley. 

The 
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The Church land was either Monaflery land, 
Corbe land, or Herinachs land ; for it did not Ap- 
pear unto us> the bllhop had any land in demefoe, 
but certain Menfall duties of the Corbes and He- 
rinachs ; neither did we 6nd the parfons and vicars 
had any Glebe lands at all in this country. 

But the lands belonging to the Corbes and He- 
rinachs are of a far greater quantity, and are found 
in every barony. I had heard of the name of a 
Corbe and of an Herinach divers times fince I 
came into this kingdom, and would gladly have 
learned of our clergymen at Dublin, what kind of 
religious perfons they were; but could never be 
. fatisfied by any ; and therefore at this time, I was 
the more curious and inquifilive to inform rayfelf 
of ihefe ecclefiaftical perfons, the like whereof are 
not to be found in any other part of Chriftendom, 
nor in Ireland neither, but only in the countries 
that are mere Irilh :* when therefore we came to 
enquire of the quantity of termonl ands, I called un- 
to me one of the beft learned Vicars in all the coun- 
try, and one that had been a brehon, and had fome 
ikill in the civil and common laws, and with much 

ado 

* Dr. Lelatid feems to have mirundcrHood Sir John Davin ; 
as he (laCes Sir John's letter to have faid, " that the cokbes and 
" HCRHKAcus were peculiar to the mere Irilh counEriei of sll 
** other pan's of Chtiftendoaf," Lclandj 4C9 edit, vol. tl. p. 
510. 
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ado I got from him thus much light for the under- 
ftanding of this matter. He told me that the word 
Ttrmon doth fignify, in the Irilh tongue, a liberty, 
or freedmt, and that all Church-lands whatfoever 
are called Termon-lands by the Irilh ; becaufe they 
were ever free from all impofiiions and cuttings of 
the temporal lords, and had the privilege of lane- 
tuary; fo as no temporal ferjeant, or officer, might 
enter to arreft any perfon upon thefe lands, 
but the bifliops officers only;* howbeit, in com'- 
mon underftanding among us that are Englifh, we 
call fuch only Termon-lands as were in the poflef- 
fion of Corbes, or Herenacbs. For the name of 
Corbe, I could not learn that it had any fignificati- 
on in the Irifli totigqe ; fome call him in Latin 
Catverbius-, but fuch as are of bed underllandings 
mU him Plebanus, and they yitJd the rcafop of that 
name, ^ia piebi eccUfiafticte praefi.-y ■ . I colled by 
T that 

• The learned Ulher agrees with Sir John in this deftriprion of 
Ac TermBti-loidi, 9ee Leknd, 4(0 edit. toI. II. p. ; 10. 

f The profbutid UAet givea a fomcwhac differeni acccmnC af 
tkfc HBHEMACHs and coKBEs. The Hetenadi* had iwochatac- 
teTi t partly ecclefiaflical, and fomewhat lay. They were ad- 
mitted iato deaconi otden, but they never were advanced higher f 
and tfaey refided on the Tetmon-lands, tfie profits of which they 
difUibuted to [he Bifliop and inFcrior clergy i to the repair of 
churches and'the Hiaintenance of hofpitali ty. Thefe fervrces rhey 
perfoimed ■aa&et the dife£tiiin and care of the cokbis^ vha nCre 
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that which they tell mc, that he \r»$ a prior, or a 
rcfident of a Collegiate, church ; for, he did not 
only poffefs a good quantity of glebe-lands, the 
teniints and occupiers whereof, were called Ter- 
mon men, and had privilege of clergy, but be 
had alfo. fome reflories appropriate, whereof he 
had that portion of tythes, which belonged to the 
parfon, and had withall the prpfentation of the Vi- 
carage. He had always his place or feat in a mo- 
ther church, where he had a certain number of 
priefis feiving with him ; in the cathedral church 
he had a ftall in the choir, and a voice in the chap- 
ter : and this corblbip is named a dignity in the 
regifter at Rome ; for all dignities in cathedral 
churches and all benefices of value in this king- 
dom, are contained in a regifter at Rome ; and the 
Vopt at this'day doth. collate unto them ; and until 
(his day the parfons prefented have enjoyed the 
benefices, in this- meerlridi country, by colour of 
the Pope's collation : laftly, this corblhip was in a 
manner Iicrediiary > for though the Corbe were 
ever in orders, yet was he in this Irifli country ufu- 

ally 

ecclcfvi'l^cs of ■ much higher order, rtppmching nettlj to the 
^haraflet of the BiQiop^ who prefided over the interior clergy. 
It waa alTg ihe opir)ioi) of the very, Ikil^l antiquary berorementi- 
oned, [hat the moft ancient church puliiy of Iieland waa ti- 
tremely anilogoug to that which once exifled.aU OTft Chrifiei- 
Atisn, See Lclaad, 4to edit. vol. IL p. 434. 
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ftlly ftiarried, or if. he were not married, he had 
children, and after his death* if any of his fotw 
were qualified with learning, he was chofen by ' 
the Dean and Chapter to be Corbe ; and; if none 
of his fons were capable, another of that Sept or 
fumame was. chofen. Without doubt tbefe corbe- 
ftiips, being in the nature of collegiate churches, 
are vefled in the cfowti by the ftatute of diirolutton 
of mpnaftries ; and accordingly fome of them have 
been reduced into charge ; but there are many 
wh'ertof no-inquifition hath been found, but con- 
cealed a3 detained by the Irifli uiito this day. 
. And,- that your Lordfliip may perceive I weave not 
this web out of my own braiB, bitt that I have au- 
thority for that which I deliver, I will here in- . 
fert a certificate in Latin, ipade unio me by an 
iTifli fcholac, whofe opinion I . required in this 
.matter, which by chance I have now among my 
papers ; for the moft part of thefe things I have 
.fef down, out of my own mjemory, being now 
at Waterfordj and having left the notes of our 
former journey at Dublin. 

The fcholar's opinion was this : " Corbanatus, 
'* five plebanatus, dignitss eft ; et tnodo ad regeoi 
," pertinet, fed antea dd papam ; in matrici eccle- 
*? fia debet deccQ^tQ.efle, initiatus facris ordini- 
'.' busi omnefque decimas prctinentes ad hunc ' 
** debet h^ere efimneficia adjunda hulc ipfius 
: ; T 2 ' *' funt 
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" funt eorumque conferentiam habet et prefenta- 
" fionem. Di(f)um hoc nomen, quia populo et 
" plebt eccteiiafticse matricis ecclefix'praEfuit, cer- 
^' turn numerum facerdotom quad collegialium 
*' debet habere fecum, primum ftallum in fua 
" ecclefia habet. Habet etiam flallum vacuum in 
" eccleOa cathedrali, et vocem in omni capttulo, 
" mm pnblico, quara privato, inlcribitur Romano 
" regiftro, ideoque dignitas eft." 

Of thefe Corblhips, the beft in ihefe parts is at 
Clony's, in the county of Monaghan, which M'Ma- 
houue himfelf procured to be conferred upon 
his eldell fon, being but a boy, in the time of the 
kte rebellion : tt Wad long before granted nnto Sir 
Henry Duke for years, and is now in the poflTeffion 
of Sir Francis RuHie, who married one of . Sir 
Henry Duke's daughtei^. There is another at 
Derough, in Fermanagh, which is lilcewiie 
brought into charge. There are others in O'Raurke's 
country ; ,others in upper Oflbry, and in OFmouad^ 
and in many other places, which are not yetdiCco- 
▼ered. I'hus much touching the nature and name 
of a Corbe, and of a Herinach, 

For the Hefinach, there are few paries of any 
compafs' in extent, where there is not an Herinach, 
which being an officer of the cbarcb, - took begiti- 
ning in tliis manner : when any lord or gentleman 
had a direi^ion to build a duKCki he did fiifl dedi- 
cate 
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cate Come good portion uf land to feme faint or . 
other whom he chofe to be his patron ; then he 
founded the church, and called it by the name of 
that faint ; and then gave the land to fome clerk 
not being in orders, and to his heirs for ever, with 
this intent ; that be fhould keep the church clean 
and well repaired, keephofpitality, and give alms 
to the poor for the foul's health of the founder. 
This raan and his heirs had the name of Errenagh. 
The Errenagh was alfo to make a weekly comme- 
moration of the founder in the church. 
- He had always Pritnam Tonfuram, but took no 
other orders ; he had a voice in the Chapter, when 
they confuUed about their revenues, and paid a 
certain yearly rent to the Bifhop, befides a fine 
upon marri^e of every one of his daughters, 
which they call a Loughhimpy, he gave a fubfidy 
to tbeBiHiop at his Brft entrance into his bifhop- 
rick. 

The certainty of all which duties appear in 
the Bilhop's regifter, and thefe duties grew unto the 
Bifhop: firft, becaufe the Herinagh could not be 
created, nor the church dedicated without the con- 
fent of the BJIhop. We are yet doubtful whether 
thefe lands pofleSed by the Herinaghs, be yet re- 
duced to the Crown, becaufe the ftatute of Chaun- 
teries is not yet enaflcd in this kingdom ; but cer- 
1 tain 
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tain it is, that thefe men pofiefled all the Glebe 
lands, which belongeth yearly to fuch as have care 
of fouls : and therefore, when they Ihall be re- 
fumed, it were meet they fhould be added to the 
parfbnages and vicarages, whereby they may be 
found competent livings for able minifters, which 
may be placed hereafter in thefe parts ; for now, 
albeit there be in every parifti both a parfon and 
a vicar, yet both their livings, being put together, 
are not fufficient to feed an honeft man. For the 
lythes of every parifh v/ithin the diocefc of Clogher, 
which comprehendeth Monaghan and almoit all 
Fermanagh, are divided into four parts, whereof 
the parfon being commonly no prieft hath two 
parts; the vicar,, who is ever a prieft and ferveth 
the cure, hath one fourth part; and th6 bifhop 
hath another fourth part, which God knoweih in 
tbefe poor wafte countries doth arife to very 
fmall portions. And thus we found the ftate of 
the Churchland in this country. 

Touching M'Guyre's Menfall lands, which 
were free from all .common charges and contri- 
butions, of the country, becaufe they yieldeda 
large proportion of butter and meal, arid other pro- 
vifions for M'Guyre's table. Albeit the jury and 
other inhabitants did fet forth thefe Menfall lands in 
■ certainty, which lying in feveral .Baronies, did 

not 
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not in quantity exceed four Ballibetaghs.the greatcft 
thereof being in the poiTc/Tion of one M'Maous 
and his fcpt, yet touching the certainty of the 
duties or provifions yielded unto M'Guyre out of 
thefe mcnfall lands, they referred ihemfelvcs unto 
an old parchment roil, which they called an inden- 
ture, remaining in the hands of one O'Blriftan, a 
choniclcr and principal brehon of that country : 
•whereupon O'Briftan was, fent for, who lived not 
-far from the camp, but was fo aged and decripid, 
as he wag fcarce able to repair linto us : when he 
was come, we demanded of him the fight of that 
ancient roll, wherein, as we were informed, not 
only the certainty of M'Guyre's menfall duties 
did appear, but alfo the particular rents and other 
fervices, which were anfwered to M'Guyre out of 
every part of the country. The old man fceming 
to be much troubled with this demand, made an- 
fwer, that he had fuch a roll in his keeping before 
the war, but that in the late rebellion, it was burn- 
ed among other of his papers and books, by certain 
Engliih foldiers. We were told by fome that were 
prefent, that this was not true ; for they affirmed 
that they had feen the roll in his hands fince the 
■war: thereupon my Lord Chancellor (being then 
prefent with us) for he did not accompany my 
Lord-Deputy to Ballifhannon, but (laid behind in 
the camp) did minifter an oath unto him, and gave 

him 
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him a very ferious charge to inforirt us truly what 
was become of the roll. The poor old map, fetch- 
ing a deep figh, confeffed that he knew where the 
roll was, but that it was dearer to him. than his life ; 
and therefore he would never deliver it out of his 
h^nds, unlefs my Lord Chancellcw would take the 
like oath, that the roll fhould be reOored unto him 

. again : my Lord Chancellor, fmiling, gave him 
his word and his hand that be Ihould-have the roll 
redelivered unto him, if he would fuffer us to take 
a view and a copy thereof: And thereupon the old 
Brehon drew the roll out of his bofom, where he 
did continually bear it about him : it was not very 
large, but it was written on both fides in a fair IriOi 
characfter ; howbeil, feme part of the writing was 
worn and defaced with time and ill keeping: we 
caufed it forthwith to betranflatedinto Englifti, and 

- then we perceived how many veflels of butter, and 
liow many mcafures of meal, and how many porks, 
and other fuch grofs duties, did arife unto M'Guyre 
out of his menfall lands j the particulars wheret^ 
I could have exprefled, if I had not loft the trans- 
lated copy of the roll at Dublin ; but thefe trifles 
are not worthy to be prefented to your Lordfliip's 
knowledge. It is fufficient to (hew of what qualis 
thofe menfall duties are, and for the quantity there- 
of, though it were great, in refpeftofthe land out 
of which thefe proyifions were taken, which being 

laid 
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laid altogether doth not exceed four ballibetaghs (as 
I faid before) yet fuch commodities in thofe parts 
are of little oi no value, and therefore he never 
made any civil ufe of them, but fpent them waftful- 
ly ia a fordid and barbarous manner, among his 
loofe and idle followers: befide thefe menfals, 
M'Guyre had 240 beeves, or thereabouts, yearly 
paid UDio him out of all the 7 baronies, and about 
- hiscaftlc of EnnilkiUen he had almoft a balUbetagh 
of land, which he manured with his own cburles* 
and this was M'Guyre*s whole eftate in certainty, 
for in right he had no more, and in time of peace . 
he did exadt no more, marry in time of war he made 
himfelt owner of all, cutting what he lifted, and 
impoTingas many bonaghtes, or hired foldiers, up- 
on them, ashehadoccafion to ufe: for albeit Hugh 
M'Guyre that was flain in Munfler were indeed a 
valiant rebel, and the iloutefl: that ever, was of his 
tiame: notwithftanding generally the natives of 
this county are reputed the worft fwordfmen of the 
North, being rather inclined to be fcholar's, or huf- 
bandmen. than to be kerne, or men of adlion, as 
they term rebels in this kingdom ; and for this caufe 
M'Guyre in the late wars did hire and wage the . 
greateft part of his foldiers out of Connaught, and 
out of the Brenie O'Relie, and made his own coun- 
trymen feed them, and pay them ; and therefore 
the jury enquiring of Efcheates, found only two 
free-holdere 
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freeholders in this country, befides Hugh M'Guyre 
himfclf, to have been flajn in the late rebellion. 
Hereby your Lordlhip may perceive what manner 
of Lord M'Guyre (hould have been, and whai 
means and power he (hould have had to do hurt, 
if the ftaie here had in former times but looked in- 
to the ftate of this country, and had cftabliftiedtbe 
Englifh laws and juftice among them, whereby 
every man might have enjoyed his own : and your 
lordfhip may Ukewife conjefture of what greatnefs 
the beft of this furname will be, when the chitfry 
of this country (hall be divided between two 
M'Guyres, and the freeholders (hall be eftabliihed 
in their polfelfions without any dependency upon 
the Lords, paying only their certain rents and du- 
ties. Alfuredly thefe Iri(h Lords appear to ui 
iike glow worms, which afar oflffeem to beallfire; 
but, being taken up in a man's hands, arc but filly 
worms: and yet this young Coconaught M'Guyre 
(whofe brother Hugh was the- alpha, and hjrfifelf 
the omega of the laft rebellion : for Hugh was th« 
fird that went out, and himfclf the lait that came in), 
will in no wife be fatisfied with the greatcft part of 
the chiefry of his country ; fuch is the pride of his 
own heart and fuch is the encouragement he receives 
from fome of place and power in this kingdom: 
and to the end he might be thought a perfon fit to 
be pleafed with extraordinary good terms, he 

^e 
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gave outa falfe alarm, fome few days before our 
coming into Fermanagh, that himfelf wiih the Earl 
of Tirconnel were going into Spain, a common and 
poor Irilh policy pradlifed in this realm, ever lince 
the cohqueft, to amufethe ftate with rumours, that 
are utterly falfe, which notwithftanding, in former 
times, hath prevailed to do hurt in this kingdom,- 
according to the obfervation and faying of the old 
Cardinal of Loraine, that a He, ielieved but for an 
hour, doth many times produce effi£ls of /even years 
continuance. I have digrefled a little too much in 
this place, for which I humbly crave pardon, if 
yourLord(hip (hall not think it pertinent to this , 
difcourfe wherein, I meant to fet forth the quality 
and quantity of M'Guyres menfall duties. ' 

Concerning the free lands of the third kind, viz. 
fucli lands as are pofleffed by the Irilh officers of this 
country, viz. chroniclers, galloglaffes, and rimers; 
the entire quantity of it, laid together as it is fcattercd 
in fundry baronies, doth well nigh make two ballibe- 
taghs, and no more ; which land in refpeift of the per- 
fons that merit no refpetfl, but rather difcountenance 
from the ftate, for they are enemies to the Englifh 
government, may perhaps be thought meet to be 
added to the demefnc lands of the chief Lords. 

In this manner we diftinguifiied the pofleflions of 
Fermanagh, which being drawn into method, we 
prefented to my Lord-Deputy upon his return. 

For 
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For tbe feveral poiTdnons of all ,tbcfe lands, wt 
took this courfe to find them out, and fet them down 
for his Lordlhip's information: we called unto us 
the inhabitants of every barony feverally ; begin- 
ning with the barony of Magherie Boy, wherein 
we camped, and fo calling one barony after ano- 
ther, we had prefent certain of the clerks or fcho- 
lars of the country, who know all the fepts aad 
families, and all their branches, and the dignity 
of one fept above another, and what families or 
perfons were chief of every fept, and who were 
next, and who were of a third rank, and fo forth, 
till they defcended to .the moft inferior man in all 
the baronies : moreover, they took upon them to 
tell what quantity of land every man ought to 
have by the cuftom of their country, which is of 
the nature of gavel kind, whereby, as their fepts 
or families did multiply, their poflcflions have 
been from time to time divided and fubdivided, 
and broken into fo many fmall parcels as almoft 
every acre of land hath a feveral owner, which 
termeth bimfclf a Lord, and his portion of land 
his country : not with {landing as M'Guyre himfelf 
had a chiefry over all the country, and fome de- 
mefnes, that did ever pafs to him only who car- 
ried that title ; fo was there a chief of every fept, 
who had certain (ervicee, duties, or demefiies, that 
ever paffed to the tanif^ of that fept, and never 

was 
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VIS fubjeft to divifjop. Wben this vias under-^ 
Aoodi we firft aiquired whether one or more fepts 
did poQefs that barooyi which we had in iiand ; 
that being fet down, we took the names of the 
chief parties of the fept or fepts that did poITefs 
the baronies, and alfo the names of fuch as were 
&cond in them, and fo of others that were infe- 
rior UDto them again, in ratdit, and in poflefTions. 

Then, whereas every barony cont^neth fevco 
ballibetaghs and a half, we caufed the name of 
.every baltib^tagh to be written down, and tbere- 
upoD we made enquiry what portion of land, or 
fervices, every man held, 10 every ballibetagb; 
beginning with fuch firft, as had land and fervices ; 
and after naoaing fuch as had the greatefl quantity of 
land, and fo defccnding unto fuch as poifefs only 
two taths. there we ftaid, for lower we could not 
go ; becaufe.we knew the purpofe of the ftate was 
dnlyto cftablifl]' fuch freeholders as were fit to ferve 
on juric*, at leaft we had found by experience in 
the county of Monaghan, that fuch as .had lefs 
than two taths allotted unto them had not 40J. free- 
hold per ann. ultra reprifalem ; and therefore 
were not of competent ability fpr that fervice: 
and yet, the number of freeholders named in this 
coutuy was above 200. 

And in this order and method we digefted the 
bufiaefs> touching the puifefibrs and poffeflions of 

this 

L ,- ..I v..(.HH^ie 



1 



, ( *6o ) 

"this county of Fefmaoagh, which we pfcfetited to 
my Lord-Deputy upon his return from Ballifhan- 
non : his LordHiip having deceived it, and takefi 
fome confidcratjon of it, called the principal inhrf- 
biiants before him in the camp : told them that he 
came on purpofe to onderftand the flate of every 
particular man in that country, to the end he 
might eftabiift and fettle the fame, aecordihg to 
his Majefty's direfiions out of England, and that 
he had received fotne information thereof, which 
gave him fome good fatisfatftton;''howbcit that he 
would not fuddenly take any final order touching 
the fame, but would refolve what was fit to be 
done, and finifti his fervice the rtext term at Dub- 
lin : his Lordfhip's fpeech and good dcmoaftration 
to the people gave them great contentment. 

It remains I ihould inform your Lofdihip, ibme- 
what of the fervice performed by the ]uftices of 
Aflize in this county : albeit they had little to do 
here, no matter being prepared for them to work 
upon : for the gaol deHvery muft needs be quickly 
difpatched, where there were no juftices of peace 
that had either the will, or the flcili to commit 
malefa<ftors, and where thfere was no gaol of any 
faflnefs to keep them, being committed : howbeit 
' we had full appearance of all th^e country, and 
there came in upoti recognizances taken unfltilfully 
enough by the Sheriff and Other Irifh' Juftices of * 
peace, 
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peace, twenty perfons in number or thereabouts : 
the greateft part whereof were ■ loofe and idle peo- 
ple bound over to find makers or furetles for their 
behaviour, others, were committed for felonies, 
whereof fome few, were indited, but in the end 
all were acquitted ior want of evidence, which 
happened by the negligence of the juftices of peace, 
who had not bound their accufers to profecute 
againft them : we rebuked the juftices of peace 
for this omtSion, and impofed tines upon them ; 
and fo ended our gaol delivery. Then made we 
the -like inquifition here, touching ecclefiaftical 
livings, and publilhed the like orders for the civil 
government of ihcir country, as we had done in 
Monaghan, and fo diflblved our fcffions. The 
eretfting of a free fchool in this county was de- 
ferred 'till the coming of the Biihop of Clogher. 
The building of a gaol and fcffions houfe was like- 
wife refpited until my Lord-Deputy had refolved 
of a fit place for a market and a corporate town ; 
for the habitations of this people are fo wild and 
tianfitory, as there is not one fixt village in all this 
county. His Lordlhip took a view of two or three 
plates for that purpofe, of which he concciveth 
the Abbey of Lefgole to be the fitteft ; and I con- 
jeiflure, that the next term, when the principal 
gentlemen of this country (ball repair to Dublin 
to fettle their eftates, his Lordlhip will make choice 

of 
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of that place for the ftiire town of this county^ 
and then take order for the ere^ing of a ^1, and 
houfe of feHions there. 

Having fpent fix or feven days in this waflo 
country, we raifed our camp, and returned the 
fame way, which we had pafled before, into the 
coubty of Monaghan, and lodging the feoind 
night not fai from the Abhey of Clonays, we came 
the third day to Cavan, and pitched our tents on 
the fouth fide of that poor Ififli town. The ap- 
pearance of this place was very full, for not only 
the natives of the county of Cavan, but alfo, ma- 
ny inhabitants of Weftmeath and other parts of 
the pale bordering upon this country, whereof 
fome pretended title to land, others came to de- 
mand debts, and others to give evidence agatnft 
felons, repaired to this feflions, the chief of which 
was the Baron of Delvyn, who came attended with 
many followers. ^ 

My Lord-Deputy having a purpofc to purfue the 
fame courfe in the fervice here, which had been 
holden in the other two counties, caufed forthwhh 
a commiffion to be drawn and pafled the Seal, 
whereby the Judges of aflizc, and others, were- 
auihorifed to enquire of all lands efcheated to 
the crown in this county by attainder, outlawry, 
or adtoai killing in rebellion of any perfon : or 
by any other means whatfoever. For the difpatch 

of 
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of this bufinefs, a jury was impannelled of the 
beft Knights and Gentlemen that were prefent ; 
whereof fome were foreign inhabitants of the pale ; 
and, yet freeholders of this county ; and the reft 
were 'the chief of every Irifh Sept, natives of this 
county ; we received two prefentments from them: 
the firft of fundi-y freeholders, who were flain in 
the late rebeUion, and of fuch lands as they were 
feverally feized of at the fame time of their kil- 
lings ; The fecond vras, that Philip O'Relie, who 
was according to the cuftom of the country, cre- 
ated O'Rehe, and was Lord or Chieftain of the 
whole country, bring feized of all lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, in Brcny O'Relie, in 
Dotninio fuo ut de fotdo &jurt (for thcfe are the 
words of the inquifitionj, was flain in adual rebel- 
lion : and, again they found, that after the death 
of Philip, one Edmund O'Relie was, after the 
like cuftom of the country, created ORelie, and 
was in, like manner feized of "the country; and 
being fo feized, was flain in rebellion; alfu they, 
found laftly,, that Sir John O'Relie, who- was 
Chieftain and Tanhift of the country, long before 
Philip and Edmond did adhere to the E^ri at Ty- 
rone, and other rebels ; and died an 3<5lual rebdl 
againft the crown. This Inquifition was found with 
■fome difficulty, becaufe the jurors themfelves, all 
claiming and pretending to be freeholders of land 
U within 
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■within That county, were jealous, left their particu- 
lar freeholds might be found efcheated by this of- 
fice ; becaufe, in time of rebellion, thefe Lords or 
Chieftains, by their Irifh cuttings and exaftions 
took the profits of the whole country at their plca- 
fure, and fo might be faid to be feized of all the 
country in Demefne, when they wer« flain in re- 
bellion : But fotne of the jury being learned in the 
law, informed the reft, that by the words indomi- 
tiio Juo ut de foedo £?* jure ; not only lands in De- 
mefne, or pofleffion, but a feniory or chiefry may 
be undcrfl;ood, and thereupon they were content 
to put their feals to the Inquifition, which being 
drawn and engrolTed in parchment, by one of the 
Commiflioners, was prefentett unto them. By 
ihefe two offices the greateft part of this county, if 
not all, is vefted in polfelTion of the crown ; but 
becaufe my Lord-Deputy conceived his Majefty*8 
pleafure to be, that the natives of the country, 
to whom hii Highnefs had granted his general 
, pardon, (hall be re-eftab!iftied in their poffeflionSfc 
which they peaceably held, before the late war 
(albeit I do not underftand that his Lordlhlp hath 
any particular direflion touching the difpofitioa 
of this country of Breny O'Relic) ; his Lordfliip 
therefore thought fit to look back to the time be- 
fore the rebellion ; and to inform himfelf how 
every man's pofTeflion ftood at that time, and 
thereupon 
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thereupon commanded of us to take the like pains 
as were ^en in Fermanagh, and in the Hke order 
and method to diftioguilh the poffeffors-and pof- 
feflions of this country, which '.was the more ea- 
fily performed, becaufc in the Irifh countries, 
■Vi4iere the cullom of tanniftry is not extinguiflied, 
the tenures are every where ahke. There is firft 
a general chieftain of every country, or territory, 
which hath fome demefnes, and many houfehold. 
provifions yielded unto him by all the inhabitants ; 
under him every fept or furname hath a particular 
chieftain, or tanmft, which has likewife bis pecu- 
liar demefnes and duties, and their pofleffions go 
by fucceffion or elecftion entirely, without any di- 
vifion: but all the other lands, holden by the - 
inferior inhabitants, are partable in courfe of Ga- 
velkind, wherein there is no difference made be- 
tween legitimate fons and baftards ; and therefore 

- both thefe cuftoms, both of Tanniftry and Gavel- 
kind, in this kingdom, are lately, by the opinion . 

.of all the Judges here, adjudged to be utterly 

void in law ;* and as they are void, fo (hall they 

U a be 

* I* Hibry Tewn, 3 of Jame* 1. See Sfr J. Davies'a Reparti, 
p. 4a. The IrJih Gavelkind, which was eitreraely different 
from the fame cuHom in Kent, was declared by ill the Judges W 
be void in law } act only for its iMcsHveiiier:ff and uxriafiKailrtuftf 
but becaufe it wat a aete-fieihial cullom, wiikh tended to alter 
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be fliortly avoided and extinguilhed, either by fur- 
render or refumption of all the lands which are fo 
holden. 

My Lord-Deputy having received' the like fur- 
vey of the lands, and the like difiinflion or Ufl of 
the freeholders in this country, as was prefented 
to his Lordlhip in M'Guyre's country, deferred the 
difpofition and fettling thereof until his return to 
Dublin, having a purpofe in Michaelmas term to 
make a perfect eftablifhment of thefe three coun- 
ties. 

The ftate of the lay poffeflions being difcover- 
ed> we did not omit to enquire of the number and 
value of the parfonages and vicarages, of the re- 
paration of the churches, and of the quality of 
their incumbents ; by which inquifition we found, 
that the greatest number of the parfonages are ap- 
propriate unU) two great abbeys lying within the 
Englilh pale, viz. the abbey of Power in Weft- 
meath, granted to theBarpn of Delwyn, and the 
abbey of Kells, whereof one Gerarde Flemynge 
is farmer. To' the firft of thefe fourteen parfon- 
ages within this county- are appropriate, and to the 
other eight, befides there are two or three more 
belonging in like manner to the abbey of Cavan, in 
, this 
Ae dcfccDt of inberiaiiceit cmttttyxo the courfe of the com- 
mon Uw, which King Jutmhid, with a w& policy, eitendcd 
•w all the bi(h coanuici. 
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this county, being now in pofleflion of Sir James 
Dillon. A$ for the vicarages, they are fo poorly 
endowed, as ten of them being united will fcarce 
. fuflice to maintain an honefl: mininer. For the 
churches, they are for the moft part in ruins; fuch 
as were prefented to be in reparation, are covfered 
only with thatch. But the incumbents, both par- 
fons and vicars, did appear to be fuch poor, ragged, 
ignorant creatures (for we faw many of them in the ' 
camp) as we could not efteem any of them worthy 
of the meaneft of thofe livings, albeitmany of them 
ai-e not worth above 40s. per annum. This coun-- 
try doth Ii» within the diocefe of Kilmore, whofe 
bifiiop (Robert Draper) was and is parfon of Tf ym, 
in Meath, which is the beft parfonage in all the 
kingdom; and is a man of . this country birth, 
worth well nigh 400I. a year: he doth live now 
in thefe parts, where he hath two biflioprics ; but 
there is no divine fervice or fermon to be heard 
within either of his diocefes. His LordOiJp might 
have faved us this labour of enquiry, touching 
matters ccclefiaftical, if Ke had been as carefiil to 
fee the churches repaired and fupplied with good 
incumbe«ts, as he is diligent in vifiting his barba- 
rous clergy, to make benefit out of their unfuffi- 
ciency, according to the proverb, which is com- 
mon in the mouth of one of our great biftiops 
here : thai an Irijb PjUfi is heller than a milch cow. 

Laaiy, 
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Laflly, our gaol-delivery was greater in this 
county, and the civil caufes were more in number, 
and of better <confideration and value, than thofe 
that didarife in the other two fhires, which we' 
had pall before ; yet we finiflied all our bufmefe 
here, within five or fix days, and after returned to 
Dublin about the zzd of Augufl. This report of our 
ferviceinthe county of Cavan, I have contradled 
and delivered fummarily, as well for that I doubt 
I have been too large in the preceding difcourfe, 
as alfb, becaufe we held an uniform proceeding, 
and did, in a manner, the fame things which 
we had performed jn the other places of feflions. 

Now, may it pleafe your Lordfhip, upon confi- , 
deration of the whole matter, in my weak appre- 
henfion, I conceive thus much : That if my Lord- 
Deputy do finifh thefe beginnings, and fettle thefe 
countries, as 1 affure myfelf he will, this will prove 
the moft profitable journey for the fervice of God 
and his majefly, and the general good of this king- 
dom, that hath been made in the time ot peace 
by any deputy thefe many years ; for firft, his 
Lordfhip having gotten a true and clear under- 
ftanding of the flate of the clergy in thefe parts, 
many will take a direifl. fpeedy courfe for the 
planting of religion among thefe rude people, who 
are apt to take any impreffion i for his Lordfhip, 
knowing the number and value of the benefices, 

in 
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in every county, may caufe an union, or rather a 
fcquefiration tp be made of fo many as will make a 
competent living for a fole minifter ; then may 
he give order for building of as many churches as 
there (hall be competent livings for minifters' in 
that county. And this preparation being made, 
his Lordlhip may laftly provide fufficieni incum- 
bents to ferve in thefe churches. 

Next, for his Majefty's profit, there will be re- 
vived, andaflured unto the crown, 500I. per ann. 
outof Monaghan; which, though it was formerly 
referved, was never paid to the King's coffers : and 
out of the other two counties there will be raifed 
500I. a year now, at leaft, for rent and compofi- 
tion. Befides, the crown is reftorcd to all the pa- 
tronages of ecclefiaftical promotions, which here- 
tofore were ufurped by the Pope, and utterly ne- 
glcfted by the ftate here. Laftly, his Majefty 
(hall have wardihips, efcheats, fines, amercements, 
and other cafualties, which were never had nor 
heard of before in thefe parts. 

Finally, for the common good, not only of thefe 
parts, but of all the kingdom befides, his Lord- 
fhip, in this journey, hath cut off three heads of 
that hydra of the North, namely, M'Mahown, 
M'Guyre, and O'Relie : for thefe three names of 
chiefry, with their Irilh duties and exaftions, Ihall 

be 
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be utterly aboHflied ; the cuftoms of tanniftry and 
gavelkind, being abfurd and anreafonable, as they 
are in ufe here, and which have been the caufe of 
piany murders and rebellions, flial! be clearly ex- 
tingui(hed ; all the pofleffions fiiall defcend and be 
conveyed, according to the courfe of the common 
law: every man ihall have a certain home, and 
know the extent of his eftate j whereby the peo- 
ple will be encouraged to manure their land with 
better induftry than heretofore hath been ufed, to 
bring up their children more civilly, to provide for 
their pofterity more carefully; thefe will caufe 
them to build better houfes for^heir fafety, and to 
love neighbourhood ; thence will arife villages and 
towns, which will draw tradefmen and artificers; 
fo as we conceive a hope, tliat thefe countries, in 
a fhort time, will not only be quiet neighbours to 
the pale, but be made as rich and as civil as the 
paleitfelf. 

This is the effei^ of the fervice, which was per- 
formed in that journey, which my Lord-Deputy 
made into Ulrter this fummer vacation, whereof I 
Iiave made unto your Lord(bip a broken and dif- 
jointed relation, for which I humbly crave pafdon ; 
the rather, becaufe I was continually interrupted 
in the writing thereof, being employed, upon my 
return out of the Noi-ih, together with my Lord 
Chief Jiiflice, in a new commiHion of aflize and 
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nifi -prius for the counties of Waterford, Wexford, 
and Wicklow ; fo as I have been enforced to take ' 
{ra&ions and QartS, and almoft inftants of time, to 
fintfh the fevecal periods of this rude difcourfe ; in 
which, notwithflanding, I hope your Lordlhip 
will, according to your wonted noble difpofiiion to 
me, accept in good part : And fo,,with the prefeo- 
tation of my humble fervice, I leave your Lordlhip 
to the Divine prefervation. 

yo. DAriEs. 
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My moji bomur'ahle good Lord, 

A HOUGH I perform this duty, of advertifidg 
your Lordftiip how we proceed in the plantation of 
Ulfter, very late; yet cannot I accufe myfelf either 
, offloth, or forgctfulnefs, in that behalf; but my 
true excufe is the flow difpatch of Sir Oliver Lam- 
bert from hence, into whofc hands I thought to have 
given thefe letters more than a month fmce. 

In the perambulation which we made this fum- 
mcr over the efcheated counties in Ulfter, we per- 
formed four principal points of our commiflion. 

I. Firft, the land afligned to the natives, we djf- 
trlbuted among the natives, in different quantities 

and 
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and portions, according to (heir difTerent qualities 
and deferts. 

a. Next, we made the like diftribution of the 
lands alloted to the fervitors. 

3. Thirdly, we pubUfhed by proclamation in each 
coui^y, what lands were granted to Britiflv under- 
takers, and what to fervitors, and what to natives : 
to the end that the natives fhould remove from the 
precinifta allotted to the Britons, whereupon a clear 
plantation is to be made of £ngU0i and Scottifh, 
without Iriih, and to fettle upon the lands afhgned 
to natives and fervitors, where there fhall be a 
mixed plantation of Engltlh and Irilh together- 

4. Laflly, to the Briti(h undertakers, who are 
for the moil part come over, we gave feizen and 
pofleflion of their feveral portions ; and affigned 
them timber for their feveral buildings. 

We began at the Cavan, where (as it falleth out 
in all matters of importance) we found the firft ac- 
cefs and entry into the bufinefs the mofi difficult Of 
our proceeding here, my report to your Lordfhip 
(hall be the larger, becaufe the beft precindt in this 
county fell to your Lordlhip's lot to be difpofed ; 
and the undertakers thereof do dill expert to be by 
your Lordfhip countenanced and protetfled. The 
inhabitants of this country do border upon the Eng- 
lilh pale, where they have many acquaintances and 
alliances; by means whereof they have learned to 

talk 
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talk of a freehold, and of eftaies of inheritance^ 
■which the poor natives of Fermanagh and Tyrcoo- 
nel could not fpeak of; although thefc men had no 
other, nor better eftate than they; that is, only a 
fcambling and tranfitory polfeflion, at the pleafure 
of the chief of every fcpt. 

When the proclamation was publilhed touching 
their removal (which was done ' in the pablick feffi- 
on-houfe, the Lord Deputy and Commiffioners be- 
ing prefent), a lavtyer of the pale, retained by them, 
did endeavour to maintain that they bad ellates of 
inheritance in their poffeflions, which their chief 
lords could not forfeit ; and therefore, in their name^ 
defircd two things : firft, that they might be admitted 
to traverfe the oTices which had been found ct 
ihofe lands ; fecondly, that they might have the 
benefit of a proclamation made about five years 
fmce, whereby the perfons, lands, and goods, of 
all his Majefty's fubjetfts, were taken into his rojr- 
al piroteftion. 

To this the King's attorney, being commaodeJ 
by the Lord Deputy, made anfwer : That he was 
glad that thisoccafion wasofFered.of declaringand 
fetting forth his Majefly's juft title, as well for his 
Majefty's honour (who, being the moft juft Prince 
living, would not difpoffefs the meaneft of his fub- 
jeds wrongfully, to gain many fuch kingdoms), as 
for the fatisfaiftion of the natives themfelves, and of 
all the world ; for his Majefty's right, it IhaJl ap- 
pear. 
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pear, laid he, that his Majefly may and oaght to 
difpofe of thefe lands, in fuch manner as he hath 
done, and is about to do* in law, in confcience, and 
in honour. 

In - law ; whether the cafe be to be ruled by our 
law, of England, which is in force ; or by their 
own Brehon law, which ts abolilhed and adjudged 
no law, but a lewd cuflom. 

It is our rule in our law, that the Kii^ is Lord 
Paramount of all the land in the kingdom ; and 
that all his fubjefls.hold their po0eflions of him« 
mediate or immediate. 

It is another rule of our law, that where the te- 
nant's eftate doth hil and determine, the lord of 
whom the land is holden may ettter, and difpofe 
thereof at his pleafure. 

Then thofe lands in the county pf Cavan, which 
was O'Relie's country, are all holden of the King; 
and becaufe the captainlhip or chielry of O'Relie 
is abolilhed by adl of parliament, by flat, zd of 
Elizabeth; and alfo becaufe two of the chief lords 
elefted by the country have been lately flain in re- 
bellion (which is an attainder in law), thefe lands 
are holden immediately of his Majcfty. 

If then the King's Majefiy be immediate chief 
lord of thefe lands, let its fee what edates the te- 
nants or poflTcflbrs have, by the rules of the com- 
mon law of England. 

Either 
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Either they, have an eftate of inheritance,, or a 
lefler eftate ; a lelTer eflate they do not claim ; or 
if they did, they ought to Ihcw the creation ther&» 
of, which they cannot do. 

If they have an eftate of inheritance,, their lands 
ought to defcend to a certain heir ; but neither 
- their chiefries, nor their tenancies, did ever def- 
cend to a certain heir ; therefore they have no 
eflate of inheritance. 

Their chiefries were ever carried, in a courfe 
of tanniftry, to the eldeft and ftrongeft of the 
fept, who held the fame during life, if he were 
not ejefted by a ftronger. 

This eftate of the chieftain or tannift hath bceji 
lately adjudged-no eftate in law, but only a tran- 
fitory and fcambling polTenion. 

. Their inferior tenancies did run in another 
courfe, like the old gavelkind in Wales, where the 
baftards had their portions, as well as the legiit- , 
mate ; which portion they held not in perpetuity,, 
but the chief of the fept did once in two or three 
years Ihuffle and change their pofleflions by new 
partitions and divifions; which made their eftates 
fo Uncertain, as that, by opinion of all the judges 
in this kingdom, this pretended cuftom of gavel-. 
kind is adjudged and declared void in law. , 

And as thefe men had no certain eftates of inhe- 
ritance, fo did they never till nQW claim any fuch 
X eftate, . 
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eflafe, nor conceive that their lawful heirs fliould 
inherit the land which they poffeffed; which is 
manifcft by two arguments: i>They nevbr efteem- 
ed lawful matrimony, to the end they might have 
kwful heirs; z. They never did build any hcufes, 
nor plant orchards, or gardens, nor take any care 
of their pofterities. If thefe men had no eftates - 
in law, either in their mean chiefries, or in riicir 
infeiior tenancies, it followetb, that if his Majefty, 
who is the undoubted lord paramount, do leize 
and difpofe thefe lands, rhcy can make no title 
againft his Majefty or his patentees, and confe- 
quently cannot be admitted to traverfe any office 
of thofe lands; for, without (hewing a title, no 
man can be admitted to traverfe an office. 

Then have they no eftates by the rules of the 
Gommon law; for the Brehon law, if it were a 
law in force, and not an unrcafonable cuftom, is 
aboliftied ; yet, even by that Irifh cuftom, his 
Majefty, having the fupreme chiefrie, may difpofe 
the profits of all the lands at his pleafure, and 
confeqnently the land itfelf ; for the land, and the 
profit of the land, are all one; for he that was 
O'Relie, or chieftain of the country, had power 
to cut upon all the inhabitants, high, or low, as 
plc-ifedhim; which argues they held their lands 
of the chief lord in villainage, and therefore they 
are properly called, natives; for nativus, in our 

old 
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bM regifter of writs, doth fignify a villein ; and 
the writ to recover a villein is entitled, Df itattvo 
habendo ; aiid in that a^ion the plaintiff doth de- 
clare that he and his anceflors, time out of mind, 
were wont tallier haut &? bas upon the villein, and 
his aneeflors ; and thence tomes the phrafe of - 
cutting, ufed among the Irifli at this day. 

Thus then it appears, that as well hy the Irifti 
£uftom, as the I9W of England, his Maje^y may, 
at his pleafurei feize thefe ladds, add difpofe 
thereof. The only fcruple which remains con- 
fifts in this point :---Whetb^ the King may, in 
confcience, or honour, remove the antiicnt tenants, 
and bring hi Grangers among them. 

Trttly his Majefty may not only take this coiirfe 
lawfully, l)ut is bound in leptiTcience- (6 to do. 

For being the undoubted Hght^l King of this 
realm, lb as the people and land »-e coDimitt&I 
by the Oiviiie Majcfty to hfe ehafgo and govern- 
ment, his Majefty is bowld in confclence ibuCe all 
lawful and jull eourfes to reduce his people from 
barbariftn to civility : the ne^eft whereof,, hereto-" 
fore, hath been laid'as an imputation upon the crown 
of England^ Now civility cannot poflibly be planted ' 
amoc^ them> but by this mixt pliintation of civil 
men, which likewife could tiot be without remo- 
val and trinfptantation of fome of the natives, and 
fettling of their pofleffions in a courie of commoa 
%z law 
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law ; for if themfelves were fufFcred to poflefs the 
whole country, as their fepts have dtmc for many 
hundred of years paft, they would never (to the 
end ot the world) build houfes, make fbwnlhips, 
or villages, or manure, or improve the land as it 
ought to be ; therefore itflands neither with Chrif- 
tian policy nor confcieoce* to fufTer fo good and 
fruitful a country to lie wafte like a wildemefs, 
when his Majefly may lawfully difpofe it to fuch 
perfons as will make a civil plantaticHT thereupon. 
- Again, his JVlajefly may take this conrfe in con- 
fcicnce, becaufe it tendeth to the good of the in- 
habitants many ways : for half their land doth 
now lie wafie, by reafon whereof that which is ha- 
bited is ftot improved to half the value ; bat when 
the undertakers are planted among diem (there 
being place and fcope enough both for them, and 
for the natives), aiid that all the land ihall be fuUy 
flocked and manured, 500 acres will be of better 
value than 5000 are now. Befides, where before 
their ellates were altogether uncertain and tranfi- 
tory, fo as their heu-s did never inherit, they Ihall 
now have certain eftates of inheritance, the por- 
tion allotted unto them, which they, and thetr 
children after them, Ihall enjoy with fecurity. 

Again, his Majefty's confcience may be fatisfied, 

in that his Majefty feeks not his own profit, but 

doth fufier bis by this plantation, as well in ez- 

pence 

L , .1 v^nVxH^ie 
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' pence of his treafare as in the diminution of hid 
revenue : for the entertainment of commitfioners 
here and in England, and the extraordinary charge 
of the army for the guanl of the Lord-Deputy 
and Council, in feveral joutnies made into Ulller 
ahout this bufinefs only, hath drawn no fmall fum 
of money out of his Majefty*s coffers, within thefe 
three years : and whereas Tyrone did the laft year 

.jneld unto his Majefty zoool. for four years to 
come, it will yield nothing ; and afterwards the 
fee-ferm of the undertakers will not amount to 
600/. per annum. 

Again, wh«i a projeft was made for the divifion 
of that country about twenty years fince. Sir John 
O'Relie being then chief lord and captain, they 
all agreed (before divers commifTioners fent from 
the ftate to fettle that country) that Sir John O 
Relie fhould have two entire baronies in demefne, 
and loj. out of every poll in the other five baro- 
nies ; which is much 'more than his Majefty, who 
hath title to all the land in demefne, as well, as to 
the chiefry, hath now given to undertakers, or 
referved to himfelf. 

LaAly, this tranfplantation of the natives is made 
by his Majefty rather like a father than like a lord 
or monarch. The Romans tranfplanted whole 
nationsout of Germany into France ; the Spaniards 
lately removed all the Moors out [of Grenada into 
•' £arbary 

L ,- ..I (..(.HH^ie 



( «84 ) 
Barbary, without providing them any new feats 
there ; when the EngUfti Pale was firft planted, 
all the natives were clearly expelled, fo as not one 
Irifh family had fo much as an acre of freehold iQ 
all the iive counties of the Pale : and now, within 
thefe four years paft, the Greames were removed 
from the borders of Scotland to this kingdom, and 
bad not one foot of land allotted unto them here : 
but thefe natives of Cavanhave competent portions 
of land afligned unto them, many of them in the 
lame barony where they dwelt before, and fuch 
as are removed are planted in the feme county, fb 
as his Majefty doth in ihif imitate the flcilful huf- 
bandman, who doth remove his fruit trees, not 
with a purpofe to extirpate and deftroy them, but 
that they may bring better and fweeter fruit after 
the tranfplantation. 

Thofe and other arguments were ufed by the 
Attorney to prove that his Majefty might juftly 
difpofe of thofe lands both in law, in confciencc, 
and in honour ; wherewith the natives feemed 
not unfaiisfied in reafon, though they remained 
in their paflions difcontented, being much grieved 
to leave their pofleflions to ftrangers, which they 
had fo long after their manner enjoyed ; howbeit 
my Lord-Deputy did fo mix threats with entreaty. 
precibvfque piinas regaltier addit, as they promifed 
to give way to the undertaken!, if the Bheriff by 
warrant 
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■warrant of the Cotnmiffioners did put them in pof- 
ieflion : which they have performed like obedient 
and loyal fubjefls. Howbeit we do yet doubt that 
fome of ihem will appeal into England, and there- 
forel have prefumed lo trouble' your Lordfhjp with 
this rude difcourfe at large, that your Lordlhip 
may underftand upon what grounds we have pro- 
ceeded, -efpecially in that county where your Lord- 
ihip's precinifl doth He. 

The eyes of all the natives in Ulfter were turned 
upon this county ; therefore when they faw the 
difficulty of the bufinefs overcome here, their 
minds were the better prepared to fubmit them^- 
felves to the courfe prefcribed by his Majelly for 
the plantation ;' and the fervice was afterwards 
performed in the reft of the counties with lefs con- 
tradiflionsi The Brililh undertakers are preparing 
their materials for the eredlion of their buildings 
the next fpring : the fervitors and natives are tak- 
ing out their letters, patent with as much expedi- 
tion as is poflible. The agents for London have 
made better preparation for the ereiftion of theirnew 
city at Colrane than expefled ; for we found ther« 
fuch ftore of timber and other materials brought 
in places, and fuch a number of workmen fo bufy, 
in feveral places, about their feveral tafks, as me- 
thoiight 1 faw Dido's colony ereding of Carthage, 
in Virgil. 

Inftant 
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Inftaot ardentes Tyrii : pars ducere muros, 
Molirique arcem, & manibus fubvotvere faxa : 
Pars optare locum tei^o, & toncliidere fulco. 

Fervct opus, &c. 

Thus, craving pardon and prefenting my hum- 
ble fervice to your Lordfliip, I leave the fame to 
the divine prefervation, and continue your Lord- 
Ihip's in all humble duties, 

yO. DAVIES. 

Dublin, 8ih Nor. 

»6io. , 

POSTSCRIPT. 

This worthy fervitor, Sir Oliver Lambert, is like 
to prove a good planter in the county of Cavan ; 
■whereof he hath made better proof than any man 
of our nation, having, at his own charge, volun- 
tarily made a fingular good plantation in' the wild 
and mod dangerous places in Leinfler, more for 
the commonwealth than his own profit. 
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Mofi Honourable and Right ^bU Lord, 

JjINC'E your high wifdom (unto which I hum- 
bly made my appeal) hath not thought it fit to 
repeal, but rather to ratify and confirm the judg- 
ment of thefe worthy knights and burgeifes in 
cleifting me (yet ftill unworthy in my own opi- 
nion) to be their fpeaker (which your Lordihip I 
doubt not hath been pleafed to do, not in re- 
gard of any worthinef^ appearing in me, but 
for the honourable refpeifl you worthily bear to 
thai grave and wife aflembly that made the elec- 
tion) ; I do humbly and abfolutely fqbmit myfelf 
to your Lordihip's pleafure : and lince ihcfe gen- 
tlemen 
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llemen have firft conferred upon mc, and now 
JOQT Lordfhip hath confirmed unto me, the name 
and office of a fpeaker, I will prefume (with your 
Lordfhip's grace and favour) to fpeak fomewhat in 
ihis great and entire aflembly of all the ftatesofihis 
l:tngdom, that fliallbe proper and agreeable to the 
circamftances of the time, of the place and of the 
perfons that are here aflembled. 

It is a faying, and a rule of the wifetl king that 
ever lived, ubi multacortjilia, thi/alus popuU ; and itis 
thedircdtion ofthewifeft king now living, thatacom- 
mon council Ihall be holden at this time, and at this 
place for the common good of the kingdom of Ire- 
. land. 

Such common councils, or afTemblies of flates, 
aie ufual in all Aates and commonwealths in one 
form or another, and in divers countries are called 
. liy divers names ; but under the Englifh monarchy, 
and the. French, which are the two beft tempered 
monarchies in the world, they arc called Parlia- 
ments. 

Thefe Parliaments, though they .confift of three 
different eflates, the King, the Nobility, and the 
Commons, yet, as in mufick diftind and fevcral 
notes do make aperfetfl harmony, fothefe Coun- 
cils compounded of divers flates and degrees 
being well ordered and timed, do make a perfeft 
concord in a commonwealth. Nam qua harmania 
d'uhur a rnvjicis in cmiu, ea efi in civilate concordia, 

faith 
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/aith Cicero ; and this concord and harmony of 
hearts doth ever produce the fafety and fecurity oC 
the people, which is the /<i^j/0^/i that Solomoa^ 
fpealtepf. 

Whereof there cannot be a more certain demoa- 
llration than this, that thefe two kingdoms, which 
liave been ruled by thefe Parliaments, are noty ihe 
moftahcient imperial monarchies of ChriftendoiB, 
and are withal twoof the mofl flourifhing common- 
. wealths that ^e to be feen upon the face of the 
earth. 

But what doth this $;oncern this kingdom of Ire- 
land, op what applicatiqip hath it to the place and 
perfons prefent? Affuredly when i fpeak of the 
monarchy of England, / include ibe kingdom of Ire- 
land isithm tb$ circlt of that imperial Crown. 

For the Kings of England no fooner were Lords 
of Ireland, but they made a real union of both 
thefe kingdoms, as is manifeft by authentic records 
of the time of King John and King H. HI. fo as 
Ireland became but as a member, ^uaj membrum An- 
///ir, asit isrefolvedbyallthejuflicesinsH. VII. It 
became a member appendant apd belot^ing, as the ' 
ad^ of faculties z8 H. VIII. calls it. or united and 
annexed to theimperial Crown of the realmofEi^- 
land, as the ftatute of 33 H. VIII. (which gave ty 
that prince the title of King of Ireland) doth term 

\ - And 
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And now at this day (Ood be blefled) the fubjefts 
of both realms have but one King, Which is the 
renowned King of Engladd ; and are tuled and go- 
verned by one common law, which is the juft and 
hcmourftbie common law of England ; and as there 
is no vv but one common law^ fo for the fpace of 
140 years after King H. II. had taken poffefiion of 
the tordfliip of Ireland, there was but one Parlia- 
ment for both kingdoms, which was the «*•••• 
all ihai time. But the laws made in the Parlia- 
ments of England were from time to time tranf' 
milted hither under the great feal of that kingdom, 
to be proclaimed, enrolled, and executed as law9 c^ 
this realm. 

- In this manner was the great charter of the an- 
cient liberties of the Englifti fubjefts, the flatutes of 
Merton and Marlebridge, fent over by King John 
and King H. lil. the flatutes of Weftminfter, the 
. firft, fecond, and third, arid the ftatuteofGloucefter 
by King Edw. I. the flatutes of Lincoln and of 
York by King Edw. II. 

Among the reft, that of Weftminfter the fecond, 
and that of York, in their feveral preambles do 
make exprefs mention of the people and land c^ 
Ireland, as well as of England, where the laws were 
made. 

All which flatutes, together with the warrants 

and writs, whereby they were tranfmitted, we find 

enrolled. 
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enrolled, and preferved to this day among the re- 
cords of this kingdom. 

But when then ? how long fince ? in what King's 
reign was this great common council, this high 
Court of Parliament, eredcd firft and eftablilhed 
in Ireland? 

Doubtiefs, though the reft of the ordinary courts 
of juftice began with the firft jdantation of the Eng- 
tifh colonies here, yet the wifdom of the ftate of 
England thought it Et to referve the power of mak- 
ing lawis'to tlie Parliaments of England for many 
years after. 

So 33, this high extraordinary court was not efta- 
bliftied m Ireland by authority out of England, for 
many years after in tbe form that trow it is, till to- 
wards the declining of King Edw^d the Second's 
reign. For beftMre that time, the meetings and con- 
fultations of the great lords with fome of the com* 
BFions, for appeafing of ditfenfions among tfaemfelves. 
though they be c&lLed Parliaments in the ancient 
annals, yet being without orderly fummons, or. for- 
mal proceedings, are rather to be called parlies, 
than Parliaments. 

But by what reafon of ftate was the ftate of Eng- 
land moved to eftablilh this court of Pariiament in 
'Ireland at that time? 

Afluredly this common council was then infti- 
, tuted when Ireland ftood moft in need of council ; 

for 
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ior under the condudt of Edvrard 1c Bruis, the 
Scottifh nation had over-run the whole realm, Eng- 
land had the fame enemy at her back, and the ba- 
rons* rebeUion tn . her bowels ; and fo, being dif- 
traftcd in herfelf, could give' neither confiliuoi nor 
auxilium to the diftreffcd fubjedls here, fo as they, 
being left to their owit flrength and council, did 
then obtain authority from the ilate of England to 
hold this common council of the realm among 
themfeives, for thequaKhing of that common fire, 
that had almoft confumed the whole kingdom. 

And this, by the teftimony of the beft mtiqua' 
ries, was the firft time, and firft occafion of iofti- 
tuting this high court of Parliament id Ireland. 

But now why Ihould I not (with your Lordfhip's 
. favour) proceed further, and take a brief view of 
the principal Parliaments that have been holden in 
Ireland fmce that time, and therein note and oh- 
ferve what were the motives from time to time of 
calling thefe common councils, and what and how 
many the perfons were, that were wont to be call- 
ed thereunto, that it may appear by way of com- 
parifon how far this parliament is like to excel all 
former Parliaments holden in this kingdom, not 
only in the felicity of the time, but in all their 
circumftaices whatfoever. 

Certain it is, that the incuriion of the Scots, and 
the infurre^ion of thp Irilh concurring with it, and 

"the 
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the ititoterable oppreflion and extortioti of the great 
lords of the realm, under eolour of maintaining 
that army^ that ihoUld r^pel the one, and reprefs 
the other, brought [nth mifery dnd defoldtion up- 
bn this land about the latter end of Edward thelld-'s 
reign, as the EtigUfh Colonies of the Provinces, 
without the Englifh pale, fell for the moll part in-. 
fo Aieh corruption of manners, as it became a 
greater labour to reform them by the law^ than 
to conqtier their enemies by the fwoM. 

Therefore in the beginiling of the reign of 
King Edward III. Sir Anthony Lucye did fUirimon 
and hold one Parlidmnit, and fiir Ralph UfFord 
another, and the principal catife of holding both 
thefe Parliametits was to reprefs the infoiencies 
and refotm the abufes oF the great lords defcended 
of Englifh faCe, of which the Earl of Defmond 
was the moft exorbitant oflfender. 

And after that, during the fame King's reign< 
Sir Thomas Rookelby at one time, and Lionel Duke 
of Clarence at another, held feveral Parliaments 
at Kilkenny, which tended to no other end but to 
reduce the degenerate EngUfh in general from the 
barbarous cuftoms of the Irilh to their ancient civil 
manners, and the obedience of their true mother 
the Hate of England* 

After this we find the fame caufe fiiK to cionti- 

dUe> of calling the fucceediog Parliaments in this 

Y realm, 
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realm, until the wars of Lancafter and York be* 
^n, wbich mode a great altcrationin both king* 
doms. 

For if you look into the paFliament rolls of 
thufe times, which are mean between the 4oih 
year of King Edward III, and the 30th year of 
King H. VI. we fhail firft find the ftatutesof Kil- 
kenny confirmed in every Parliament, and then 
the laws of principal confideration are qgainil coia 
and livery, fefsof foldiers, night fuppers, cumrick, 
and tlic like extortions, and lewd cuftpms, which 
the Englifh had learned among the Irifh- 

So as for the fpace of 140 years after the firft 
erefling of this high court in Iretend, it is appa- 
rent that never any Parliament was called to reduce 
the Irith to obedience, or to perfeft the conqucft 
of the whole Ifland, but only to reform the En- 
glifh Colonies that were become degenerate, and 
tu retain tlie fovereignty of the Crown of England 
over them only, and to no other end or purpofip. 

But when the civil war in England between the 
two houfes was thoroughly kindled, that fiery ccm- 
Aellation made fuch an imprepion upon this realm 
alfo, as the Nobility following the feveral fa<5tionft 
of England fell into the like diflenfigif here, v^hicb 
gave the Irifli opportunity to reconquer the greateft 
part, of the Engliili Colonies, who thereupon fell 
iiito fuch a ickipfe of barbartihi;; as the fryit of 

the 
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the .former Parliaments was utterly loft, and no 
part of the realm but thefe four {hires of the pale 
left under the obediepce ot the law of England. 

But what did the governors of this kingdom 
theo, when the jurifdiifVloq of the law was drawn 
into fo narrow a compafs ? Did they flimmon any 
more Parliamente, or did they omit to call the 
common council of the realm, for that the greatefl 
part of the realm had rejedled the Englifti law and 
government f 

Affuredly they were fo far from that tlegleifi, or 
omiffion, as Parliaments were never called fo often, 
nor fo thick one upon another, as in the times of 
King H. VI. and King Edward IV- for fcarce there 
paffed a year without a Parliament, and fometimes 
two or three Parliaments were fummoned and held 
within th« compais of a year, which was fuch a 
trouble and charge to the fubjed, as a fpecial law 
■was made, that there Ihould be but one Parliament 
held in a year. 

But to what end did the/ call fo many Parlia- 
ments i What matters did they handle in thcfe 
common councils ? Did they confult about there- , 
covery of the Provinces that werelcrfi; or afaoui 
6nai fubduing of all the Irilh ? We find do fuch 
matter at all propounded ; but we find in tlie Par- 
liaments in the rolls of that time, an extraor- 
dinary number of private bills and petitions an- 
Yi , fwered 
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fvtred and ordered in parliament, cont^uning fads 
mean and ordinary matters, as, but for want of 
other buftnefs, were not fit to be handled in fo high 
a court. 

And fuch were the motives of calling the Parlia- " 
muits in this kingdom, and the matters therein 
debated, during the wars of York and Lancaltcr, 
and after that Ilkewife tmtil the tenth year of King 
H. VII. 

In that year, which was the tenth year after the 
uniting of the rofes, as now it is fiill ten years 
fmce the tininng of the kingdoms tmder one impe- 
rial Crown (a happy period of time, wc hope, for 
holding of a Parliament in this kingdom): In that 
year did Sir Edward Poynings' fummon and hold 
this famous Parliament, wherein doubtlefs he 
Ihowed a large heart, and a great defireof a gene- 
ral reformation, and to that end proctired many 
general laws to pafs, which we find moft profitabl* 
and neceffary for the commonweal at this day. 

Amoii^ the refl, he caufed two ^s to be made 
which iriay rightly be called legts Ifguta, being ex- 
cellent laws concermo the laws themfelves, where- 
of one did look backward to the t! nie pafi, and gavo- 
a great fupply to the defers of former Parlia- 
ments, by conBrming and eftablifhing at once in 
this realm all the ftatutes fwrnerly made in Eng- 
land. 

- The 
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The other looked forward to the time to come, 
by providing that from heoceforth there (hou)d 
be no ParUament holdcn here, until the afls 
which fliould be propounded were firrt ceriified 
into England, and approved by the King and his 
Council there, and then returned hither under the 
great feal of that realm. 

This latter ai5i is that we call Poynings' a<^, and 
is indeed that aft of Parliament, which is a t}xl^ 
for our 'parliaments until this day. 

But thefie aiis puffed by Sij- Edward Poynings, 
though they were made and meant for thp general 
good, and gave indeed the firft overture for the 
general reforniatiop that has followed fmce that 
time, yet could they not produce £b good and great 
an effe^ as was intended by thofe laws, becaufe that 
more than three parts of four of this kingdom at 
leafl; were then and longaftpr polTeft by the Irifh and 
unreformed Englifh, which werp not anfwcrable to 
the law. 

As for the principal ParHaajents which have been ^ 
bolden ftnce that time, during the reigns of ICiog 
H. VTII. Queen Mary, and Queen Eiijsabeth (for 
Kii^ Edward VI. did call no Parliament in Ire- 
land) ; they were all fummoned upon fpecial and 
particular occafions, and not for the general fctjle- 
ment of the whole kingdom. 

For 
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For to what end was the Parliament holdcn by 
the Lord Leonard Gray in 28 H. VIII. but to at- 
^taint the Giraldines, and to aboltfh the ufurped 
authority of the Pope ? ■ 

Wherefore did Sir Anthony St. Leger call the 
next Parliament after in 38 H. VHL but to mveft 
that Prince with ihe title of King of Ireland, and 
to fupprefs the abbeys and reHgioua houfeS ? 
• To what purpofe did' Thomas Earl of Snflex 
hold his firft Parliament in 5 & 4 of King Phifijp 
and Queen Mary, but to fettle Ldx and Offaly in 
the Crown ? 

And his fecond in the fecond year of Qa'een 
Elizabeth, but to re-eflablifh the reformed religion 
in this kingdom ? 

What was the principal can fe' that Sir Henry 
flidney heid a Parliament in the nth year of 
Quten Elizabeth, but 10 extinguifh the liame of 
O'Nealcj and entrile the Crown to the greatefl part 
ofUIfter? 

And laftly, what was the chief motive of the 
laft Parliament holden by Sir John Perrott, but the 
attainder of two great peers of this realm, the 
Vifcount Bahinglas, and the Earl of Defmond, and 
for veiling of their lands, and the lands of thetr 
adherents, in the adtual poffe/Iion of the Crown ? 

And now having made a fummary collection of 
the principal caufes of fummoning the former Par- 
liaments, 
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iraments, wh«h from tinie to time have been hol- 
den fince the firft inftitutbn of this high court in 
Ireland, I muft not forget to note alfo unto your , 
Lordfhip, what and how many perfona were AtHetl 
in former times to finake up the body of this great 
council. 

For the perfons befoVe the 33d yeir of King 
H. Vni. we do not find any to have had ptace ir» 
Parliament, but the EngUfli of blood, or EngFifh 
of bifih only; for the "mere Irifh in thofe days , 
vrert never adrtiitted, as well becaufe thejr coun- 
tfies- lying oiit of the limits of counties, could 
fend no khight^, and having neither cities nor bo- 
roughs in them, could fend no hurgefles to the 
Pattiaftient; bdides,'theftate did not then hold 
them fit to be (rafted with thecounfelof the realm. 

For' the nuftiber fince before the 34th year of 
KingH. VIII. when Meath was divided irito ihirefi, 
there were no more than twtilve counties in Ire- 
landy bcfides the liberty of Tipperary-; the nqm^ 
ber of knights muft needs have been few ; -and 
fmce the ancient cities were but four, and the bo- 
roughs which fent bufgefies not above thirty, tie 
entire body of the whole houfe of commona could 
not then confift of one hundred perfons ; and though 
Queeh Mary did add two ftiires, and Qaeen Eliza- 
beth fcVenteed more, to increafe the number of 
knights in that houfe, yet all did not fend knights 

to 
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to the Parliament ; for thp reipote fhlres of \J]RfT 
returned none at all. 

For the \ot6s temporal, though they are yet but 
few, yet was the number lefs before King H. VUl. 
was ftyled King of Ireland; for ftoce that time 
divers of the Irilh nobility, and fome dcfcended of 
Snglifh race, have bepo created both earls arid 
barons. 

And laftly, for the bifhops and archbilbops, though 
, their number v^as greater than now it is, in refpe^ 
to the djvers unions made of latter years, yet fuch 
as were refident in the mere Irilh countries, aqd 
did not acknowledge the King tq be their patroti;, 
were never fuoimoned to any Parliament. 

And now, by way of comparifon, it may eafily 
appear unto your I^ordfliip how mufh this firft 
Parliament, no^v begun under the blefled govern-r 
ment of our moft gracious King James, is like to 
excel all former Parliaments, as well in refpeS of 
the caufe and pme of calling it, a$ pf the perfons 
that are called unto it. 

*■ For this Parliament (Gpd be bleffed) is not called 
to repel an invafipn, or .to fupprefs a rpbellion, or 
to reduce degenerate fubjefts to thdir obedience. 
It is not fummoned to pafs private bills only, or to 
ferve private turns, or for any one fpeclal fervice 
for the Crown, though fuch have been the opcdfi- 



..ihyGooj^le 



( 3PJ ) 
CDS and caufes of calling the moll part of the for* 
qier Parliaments. 

But tiow fmpe God ha^h blfCT^d the whole iflan<3 
with an Jiniverfal p^ce apd ob^ience, together 
'Vith plenty, civjlity. and other felicities, more 
than ever it enjoyed in any former age ; this gene- 
ral council of the wbol^ realm is called now prin- 
cipally to confirm and eftablilh (hefe blefSngs uqto 
i^s, 3n4 to makp then} perpetual to our pofterities' 

Again, this Parliament is t)Pt callec) in fuch a 
broken apd iniferable time, that we need coqiplain 
, in our bills apd petitions of the miferies and cala- 
mities of this kingdom ; whereas tlie rolls ol for- 
jner Parliaments arp fnl| of fucb complaint ; hut it 
is called as it werp in the year of jiibile^, or upon 
tjie fabbath of this land, being now at reft after all 
her travails, which lafled 400 years together. 

It is called in the time of greateft fecurity, and 
in the moft joyful and ■ happy tjmc that ever did 
fbine upon tfie ii)habitants of this kingdom* 

Again,, It is not called in fuch a time as when the 
four ftiires of the pale only djd fend thejr barons, 
knights and burgefles to the Parliaqient, when they 
alone took upon them to make )aws to bind the 
whole kingdoni, nf gjeifling to call the fubje(5ls re- 
ading in other parts of therealm unto them, asap- 
peareth by that Parliament holden by the Vifcount 

of . 
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of Gormanfton, which Sir Edward Poynings, in 
the tenth year of King Hen. V!I. caufed to be ut- 
terly repealed, and the ■ aifts thereof made told, 
chiefly for that the fummons of Parliament went 
forth to the four (hires of the pale only, and not 
unto all the reft of the counries. 

But it is called in fucK a lime, when this great 
and mighty kingdom, being wholly reduced to 
ffliire ground, containeth ihirty-three cooimes at 
large ; when all Ulfter and Connaught, as Wrfl as 
Leinfter and Manfter, hare voices in Parlrament 
by ihetr knights and bui^cffe? ; when all the inha- 
bitants ofrthe kingdom, Eoglilh of bhrth, Engiifh 
of blood, the new Britilh colony, and the ohl 
Irifh natives, do aH meet together to make laws 
for the common good of themfelves and their pof- 
terities. 

To this end his Majefly hath moft gracioufly 
and juftly crE(5tcd divers new boi^ughs in fundry 
pans of thi*! kingdom. I fay his Majefly hath 
done it moft juftly, even as his Highnefs himfelf 
haih been pleafedto fay, that he was obliged in 
jufiice and honour to give all his free fubjetfh of 
this kingdom indifFeremand equal voices in making 
of their laws, fo as one half of the fubjefls flioiild 
not make laws alone, which (hould bind the other 
half vtithout their confents. 

Neither 
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?Jeither is this a hew or ftrange precedoit, for 
liis Majefly doth hut follow the ftcps herein of h« 
next {jrcdeceiTorsi which w^ritbefdre him. 

Queen Mary made two counties of Leix and Of- 
fely, whereby they were enabled to fend knighu 
to the Parliament ; but (he erected boroughs in 
thefe new counties alfo, that they might fend bur- 
geffes as well as knights. 

In Queen Elizabeth's time, Sir Henry Sidney 
made fundry counties in Connaught, irnmediately 
before the Parliament, which he hdd in the iith 
year of that Queen. , 

And after him Sir John Perrott did the like in 
Ulfter, TKar about the beginning of the laft Parlia- 
ment : out of thefe neW counties, fo many knights 
were added to the lower houfe, yet no man took 
exception thereunto. 

This did Queen Elizabeth in her time-: what 
hath King James done now ? Whereas the Queen 
had omitted to matte boroughs in thcfe new coun- 
ties, the King Tiath now fiipplied that defeft, by 
ittakiiig thefi new corporations we fpeak of ; for 
wiry ftrould all your old (hires have cities and bo- 
roughs inthem, and thefe new counties be without 
them; or (hall Queen Elizabeth be able to make 
a county, and Ih^I not King James be able to make 
a borough ? 

But 
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But what proportiwi is ihere now obibrved be- 
tween the number of the counties, that before this 
lime had no -boroughs in thetn, and the number 
of boroughs newly ereAed ? 

Certainly the number of thefe new boroughs, 
compared with the counties that never had any 
burgefies before this time, doth carry a lefe propor- 
tion than the ancient boroughs, compared with the 
, number of the aqcient counties ; for in thofe twelve 
or thirteen ojd (hires, there are thirty cities and bo- 
roughs at leafl, which fend citizens and burgefles 
to the Parliament, 

Whereas for feventeen counties at large, being 
nore than half the Ihires of this kingdom, which 
had not one borough in them before this new erec- 
tion, his Majefty hath now lately erefted but forty 
new boroughs, or thereabouts, which in thejudg- 
ijient of ^1 indi^erpnt tpen amtt needs feem reason- 
able, juft, and honourable- 

LaAIy, this Parliament is called in fuch a lime, 
when all the lords fpiritual and temporal do ac- 
knowledge the King pf England to be their un- 
doubted patron ; and whep all t^e lords temporal 
do appear in an honourable falhjon like themfclves, 
none of them (God be thanked) claiming any fuch 
■ privilege, as the uqdi|tifql Eafl of Defmond was 
wont to claim, that he (hould never be fummoned 
tp come within any walled town, nqr to any Parlia- 
ment 
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ment or grand council, but at his own will and 
pleafiire. 

Whereupon, I may pofittvely, conclude, that 
this prefent Parliament, now begun by your LorJ- 
fliip, doth pafs and excel all former ^rliaments 
that ever were holden in this Icingdom, as well in 
the happinefs of the lime whereitj it is called, and 
the importance of the caufe for which it is called, 
as in the number and worthinefs of the perfcms 
which are called thereunto. 

And this doubtlefs is a great honour and hap{»- 
nefs unto your lordlhip above all the former vice- 
roys of this kingdom, for that your lordOiip dotb 
' now hold the fidl Parliament, that may jufily be 
called a common council, wherein all the commons 
throughout the kingdom are prefent, and have free 
voices' by their knights and burgefles; a felicity 
and a glory that many of your predeceflbrs, zcaN 
ous of the reformaticHi of this kingdom, did ex- 
ceedingly defire, but could never attain unto it. 

How glad would Sir Henry Sidney have been to 
have feen this day; he that fo much defired to 
reduce Ulfter, but could never perfeiftly perform it ; 
what honour would he have thought ft unto him- 
fclf, if he might have held a Parliament, unto which 
that province (hould have fent foman,y worthy 
knights and burgefles as now it doth } 
1 How joyfut would TTiomas- Earl of Suflcx have 
' been 



been to have fecn the ftatute he caufied to be made 
fer reducing the Irifh countries into Ihire ground, 
to have taken fo good effe<^ as now it hath, Gncc 
all thefe countries are now brought into counties, 
and do all fend knights to ferve in this Parlia* 
mcQt f 

In a word, Sir Edward Poyoings in the time of 
King H. VII. and Lionel Duke of Clarence, ia 
Edw. Illd.'s time, if they could have feen but 
half fuch an afTembly in their Parliaments, would 
have thought thcmfelves happy and highly ho- 
noured ; and yet thofe Parliaments, holden by 
them> are the moll famous Parliaments that have 
been formerly holden in this kingdom. 

And truly, as your Lordthip hath more honour 
in this refpeifl than any of your predeceflbra, fo I 
may juflly fay without adulation, that your Lord- 
fhip hath merited this. particular honour more than 
any of them that have gone before you. 

. For if it bean honour untq you to hold fuch a 
Parliament, you dp but reap ihe fruit of your own 
labours, fince yourfelf principally have prepared 
the way to this Parhament, as >vell by your mar- 
tial virtue in time of war, as by your juflice and 
policy in the time of peace. 

For hath not your Lordihip (I humbly crave 
your Lordfhip's pardon, I will not prefume to aik 
you the queflion) but I will alk thefe re- 
verend 
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verend prelates and noble li^ds, thefe grave 
and learned judges, ibefe worthy knights an4' 
burgcffes; I will a(k tbcm thequeflioo: .h$th not 
this moft noble deputy been a principal author 
of the reformation of this kingdom : , was not h« 
fortitude one Of the chief inftrumems for fup- 
prefling the late rebellion ; and hath not his juf- 
tice fince that time eflabliftied the public peace i^ 
the kingdom ? 

Hath he not a&cd his part fo well upon this 
theatre o( honour, as no man is ambitious to come 
upon the ftage after him, knowing it is more eaf/ 
to fucceed him in his place, thaii to follow him in 
his painful and prudent courfe of government, 
and that be mufl be as flrongas Hercules to un- 
dergo the burthen that fuch an Atlas hath borne 
before him ? 

Nay, hath not himfelf performed Hercides' la- 
bours in fuppreffing more monftrous enormities iti 
Ireland, than Hercules himfelf did deftroy njon-. 
flers, when he fought advfentures over all Europe? 

I alk not thefe queflions, as if any man here 
were doubtful or igaorajui of his noble virtues and . 
deferts ; but as praife is nothing but a rcfleflion' 
of virtue, fo Ihould it be delivered rather collate- 
rally than diredly, to avoid fufpicion t^f direa 
flatteryj which I know your LordOiip loveth ncrf, 
as I know your Lordlhip needs it not. 

Never- . 
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' Kevcnbelefi, Right Hotiourable Lord (for no* 
1 mull convert my fpcech to your Lordfhip), 
though you have no need of ifly praifc, yet it is 
moft needful in refpe^ of the place yoii hold, 
that your Lofdfhip (hotild be adorned with alt 
praifc-worthy virtues. You had tieed be a virtu-* 
ons and molt worthy deputy, flnce you fit in the 
throne, and reprefent the perfon of the meft vir-' 
tuous and excellent king in the world. 

For he that doth fight with the fwofd of A kiflg, 
write with the pert of a king; he that hath the 
juftice^ mercy, and bounty of a king in his hands, 
had need be furrtifhed with thofe noble powers 
and virtues as are fit for the rule and government 
of a kingdom, efpecially if he hold the place of 
fuch a king as our moft renowned and gracious 
Sovereign is, who is the greateil and bed king that 
now reigneth upon the face of the earth. 

I call him the greateft king, not fo much for 
the largenefs and extent of his territories, nof for 
the mahitude of his fubjedls, though he be id 
poffefJion of three great kingdoms, aod doth com- . 
mand more martial and able men than any king in 
Europe at this day. 

But I will call him indeed the greateft king 

for his exceeding great meafure of goodncfs and 

virtue, imd for the great grace and £ivour that his 

Majcfty' 
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Majefty ftandeih in with the divine Majefty the 
King of Kings. 

For if that man be accounted the greateft fub- 
je£t of a kingdom that is in higheft favour with a 
king upon earth, why fhould not that king be the 
greateft king on earth that is in greateft favour 
with the King of Heaven ? 

And that our moft gracious Sovereign ftandeth 
in highefl: favour with Almighty God, doth not 
only appear by the innumerable bleflings poured 
from heaven upon him, and upon his kingdoms 
for his fake, by the fpeci.U providence and care 
God hath always had of his facred perfon, by pro- 
tc(5ting and delivering him from his enemies. 

Again, I will call his Majefly the beft king, for 
that he is a moft juft king, and juftice is the bell 
of all kingly virtues ; and for that alfo he is a 
moft bountiful king, refembling therein the divine 
, goodnefs, ever fpreading and comfnunicating his 
riches unto others, which we muft needs remem- 
ber in this kingdom ; for we cannot forget it with- 
out ingratitude, fince we all know that his Ma- 
jefty doth not only expend the whole revenue of 
this land upon itfclf, but fpares yearly out of 
England, a great mafs of treafure to fupport the 
extraordinary charge thereof, out of which the ' 
greater number of us -here prefent, by entertain- 
Z , ments, 
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mcnts, penfions, or rewards, do taftc every day 
of his Majefty's bounty. 

Laftly, his Majefty ought to be called the beft 
king, as well for his fwect inclination to peace 
whereby he doth make happy both his own domi- 
nions, and alfo his neighbour kingdoms round 
about him, as for his fingular piety and religion 
towards God, which is the bcft and higheft praifc 
that can be given to any Prince. 

But I Ihould launch forth into a main fea, that 
hath neither bottom nor ftiore, if t ftiouM proceed 
further in the praife of' fuch a Prince, whofe wor- 
thinefs exceeds all degrees of comparifon ; it is a 
theme too high and too large for mc to handle : it 
becomeih me better to give thanks than praife. 

And, therefore, I will conclude with moft hum- 
ble thanks firft unto Almighty God for giving us 
fuch an excellent king ; then unto our moft graci- 
ous king for appointing us fo worthy a deputy; 
and laftly unto our noble deputy for all his g(H>d 
fervices and endeavours, tending io much to the 
honour of God and the King, and the general good 
of the whole kingdom. 
, And now l dcfcend unto thcfe humble petitions 
which I am to make, &c. 

(Wherein he moft humbly requefteth that the 

ancient rights and privileges of the houfe of 

com- 
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commons, in freely delivering their fpeech 
and minds, and of being free from arrefts, at 
well themfelves as their fervants, during the 
time of Parliament, might be kept whole and 
untouched ; and it that in any thing not well 
by them underftood, they fhould happen to 
offend, he requefteth leave, as well for him- 
felf as for the reft, to have accefs unto hjs 
Lordlhip). 
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